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In another of the Awstralian colonies s
similar movement is on foot ;- and in

NEW ZEALAND

The goad work lias been accomplished ;
and that noble Istand now rejoices in a
* General Assembly” which, we'helieve, in-
cludes all the Lreshy terian ministers within
the country. The first General Assemnbly
of New Zealand met at Auckland and was
constituted on the 25th of last November,
The following is the

BASIS OF UNION FOR PRESBYTERIANS IN
NEW ZEALAND.

PreavpLi.—We, the undersigned min-
isters and clders of the Presbyterian Church
of Otago, of the Preshyterian Church of
Aunckland, and of the Presbyterian Church
of Wellington, and the several other under-
signed ministers and elders in New Zealand,
believing that it would be for the glory of
God and the advancement of the cause of
Christ that we should unite and form one
Chureh, do herehy agree so to unite, under
the name and title of the Preshyterian
Church of New Zealand, and resolve that
the following be adopted as the basis of uni-
on:—

1. That the Word of God, as contained
in the Seriptures of the Old and New Tes-
taments, is the only infallible rule of faith
and practice, and the only certain standard
by which all matters of doctrine, worship,
government, and discipline in the Church
of Christ ave to be tried and decided. 2.
That the Westminster Confession of Faith
and the Larger and Shorter Catechisms are
adopted by this Church as her subordinate
standards ; as also the Directory for Public
Worship, the Forin of Presbyterian Church
Government, and the First and Second Book

-of Discipline, inso far as these are applica-
.ble to the civcumstances of the Church.
In reference to these subordinate standards
sthe Church thinks it right to declare—1.
That inasmuch as the doctrines contained
.therein, relative to the power of the civilma-
gistrate are liable to adifference of interpre-
;tation, her oflice-bearers in subscribing her
standards arc not to be held as countenan-
cing persecuting or intolerant principles, or
as professing any views inconsistent with
iberty of conscience and the right of private
.judgment. 2. That this Church, while re-
. cognising the autl.ority of the civil magis-
trate in his own province, and the great re-
- sponsibility of nations and rulers to God, as-
serts for herself a distinct and independent
character and position ; claims, as vested in
her superior courts, supreme and exclusive
jurisdiction in matters spiritual over all her
- ofice-bearers, congregations, and people;
.and declares that no spiritual privilege en-

s ' o808
Joxyed by her office-bearers and mew of
subject to the control or tntue--JIEE of any
body forcign to herself =~

Althows Nl foretaw 10 Oursubject we cannot

refeain Avi laying before our readers the
action of the New Zealand Assembly in re-
ference to Foreign Missions: a Report was
adopted which recommended * the sclection
of some of the New Hebritles Tslands as-tho
field in which the foreign missionary opera-
tions of the Church should be conducted 5
that the Church should without delay ap-
point one missionary to lahour in concert
with the missionarics already stationed in
those islands ; that a publie collectionshould
be made annually in all the congregations
of the Church in hehalf of this mission, and
that steps should be taken to increase the
interest of the children attending the Sab-
bath Schools in the Church’s missionary
undertakings.  With respeet to the natives
of New Zealand, the Committee recommend-
ed specially the attention of the Chureh to
the educating of the Maori vouth in the
English language, and as much as possible
to co-operate with the Govermment in car-
rying out the plan of native education, which
they were desirous to establish.”’

The Asscmbly has also taken vigorous
steps for raising & native ministry, and has
sent a delegate to the Scottish and Irish sis-
ter churches to procure a supply to meet
present exigencies.

We observe thatin the United States and
in the Confederate States the same spirit
scems to be at work in the Preshyterian
Churches, In California the Old and New
Schools are almost united ; the only obsta®
cle being the difticulty of adjusting their re-
lations with their respective parent churches.
The breach between the Old and New
Schools in the Northern States is slowly
closing up. Old controversies have lost
their significance. Time has solved the
difficult question of “ Boards,” and extreme
Congregationalism scems likely to absorb
much, if not all, of the heterodoxy of the
New School.

In England the agitation for union is
gathering strength.  The united churchis
intended to include the English Preshyterian
Chureh, the U. . Church in England, and
the Welsh Presbyterians.  In Scotland too,
the tide is rising, slowly indeed, yet pereep-
tibly ; and the snccess of the union move-
ment in the Colonics is constantly pointed
out as a very strong argument in favor of



