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Teb,

we were husily enpaged in collecting
material, with which to build & Chureh,
Previous to the hurricane we were build-
ing our own house, and had one room
completed, to which we intended to have
added two others,  Butafter the Chureh
was blown dewn we sugpended all our
own house building operations, and
concluded first to rebuild the Chureh,
after which if spared, we hopo to com-
plete our owns— for two reasons, In the
first place, we had nohouse in which to
worship on the Sabbuth day, and second-
Iy, as example must go before precept
on Tana, we thought'it well to Iet the
nutives gee, that God's work was the
work in which we are engaged, and that
he must have o house on Tana, even
though we shonld not have one or as
Jeast ™ not until afterwards. The old
Chuarch formerly stood on the site first
selected lor the mission premises, hat
we purpose huilding near the house, and
have bought & beautiful spot, upon
which to build.

We have nearly a sufficient quantity
of woud cut, a good part of it carried t0
the spot, and arrangements made for the
carrying of the remainder. The Lim¢
stones are all at the pit and nearly
enough wood with which to burn them.

Bemg thus engaged in getting Lime,
wood, &e., 1 have necessarily beegymuch
from home during the past month, and
have had many favorable opportunitiee
of sceing and speaking to persons about
their souls, which 1 could not otherwise
have enjoyed, and though the name of
desus sounded strangely oun their cars
and to thew the offers of salvation were
strange words, we hope that something
of what they heard, may by the blessing
of God produce the desived effect. It
is bowever exceedingly difficult to com-
municate divine trath to this people, as
the dinlectic differences of the languagze
present appuarently insurmountable ob-
stacles in the way of the spread of the
Gospel. Ilow or when these mountains
of difii rulties are to be removed is known
ouly to God; but we know that they
must be removed in some shape or form,
before the word of the Lord will bave
free course, run speedily and God be
glorified in the salvation of the Tanese.

Had we the word of God to put into
the hands of this people, or even to read
to them. as they cannot read for them-
selves, I thiuk the day would soon dawn,
when Gud’s praying people would be

o

cheered by the assurance, that Tana's
henighted sons and daughters har  at
length comphied with the command,
v« kiss yo the Son’’—yea the day when
the Lerd shall betroth the o to himself,
in righteousness, in judgwent, in loving
kindnees, in mercy and in faithlulness
—~—when he will have merey upun those
who had not obtained wercy, and will
sny to them which were not his people,
Theu art my people, and they shull say,
thou ars my God.
Yours truly,

J. W. MaTnesox,
Rev. Jamas Bayne.

P. S.—Have you all made up your
minds not to writu to us until you send
ountanother missionary? 1 have not bad
a line from n father or brother in the
Church, smee Mr. Johnston camo out §
and really I cannot vory well understand
why we have so little correspondence.

Taxa, July 9, 1861.

Rev. and Dear Sir,—Though our let-
ters this year have contained nothing of
an cnecouragicg nature, yet none havo
contained intelligence so sad, or perhaps
mere unexpected than those which we
have now an opportunity of forwarding.
You may, or you may not have heard
from other sources of the death of Mr.
and Mrs. Gordon, both of-whom were
cruelly murdered by the natives of Ero-
manga, some time last month. As all
our information respecting that sad
tragedy is sccond handed, I need not
write what you have doabtless received
frowmn other quarters.

‘The reports connected with the whole
affuir, are, a3 you may naturally sup-
pase, very conflicting—some of them
may he true, cihers are doubtless false.
The day of judgment alone will decide
which are true and which are false.

As Mr. Geddie had proposed that I
should accompany bim to Ervmanga, in
order to obtain what information we can
upon thesubject, 1 say nothing of the
reports which are in circulation, until
we have an opportunity of sifting them
ag best we can ; though Tmay say it is
in my opinion one of those subjects, at
the bottom of which we will never get.
To native evidence no confidence can be
placed ; and on the investigation of this
matter, we are in a great measure de-
pendent on nativeevidence. Something
must however be done ; perhaps my



