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'inornings ; antd during the latter part of te
season, ti'o cîturcîxes, one nortîx ami one
south, %vere occupied. And theso gather-
ings ivere as impressive and refreshing as
they wery large. The people asscmblcd as
with ene licart te go, and pray before the
Lord.

Sucli gathcrings cannot ho continued for
successive wccks and montlis, but the spirit
of thenm may be preserved,. and wve mnav
make 1870 a year of special. prayer for
Christ's presence in the ordinances of lus
grace, and for the manifestation of His
,glory in the conversion of sinners.

Matn v in otir congregatiens and not a few
in our families nre persuaded that they
ouglit tû bc Christians, and have desires, te
commit themrselves to Jestis, and to declare
thetnueves on Bis side. But somo . from
fears of seif-tieception, and others from
want of decision, are wtaiting for a thne te,
corne, whon they will fuliy surrenqer and
-dedicate themrsclves heartily and oenly te
.the Lord. They are waiting for conversion,
for penitence, for con ictions, for strongth,
.in short for ail the blessings witich. they are
.invited to corme te receive froin the Lord
.Jesus. While thus hesitating, they kecp
-one another in counitentincemi titis most un-
satisfactory condition, until a day of power
dawns upon them, ivhen they stîrrender and
bogin a new career. Fer such a day, for
sueh a year, lot us continue te prxty, se that
as it comimenced with fer-vent and united
prayer, it mny close with many thanksgiv.
ings to the God of ail grace, for sons and
daugliters bora from aboyo, and for large
accessions te the Church of te living God,
of such ns shial ho saved.

M We need only add that psayer and pains
should go together, and that we may by
aifectionate counsel nid many a timid, ax-
ious inquiror in finding and following the
ivay te the Zioli above.

A SABBATIl SOHOOL CONVENTION.
The religions body, whieit bas abovo 319

-scheols, 1379 teachers, and 11,283 pupils,
'with 158 BiblEý classes sud 3546 attendants>
and a standing .committee on Sabbath Les-
sous- and Books, cannot ho indifféent to

the proceedings of any Sabbatlî Selioel
Convention held in the Lower P>rovjnlee.
Suitl a -gathcriug oa the Teacliers of Hali-
fax ani Dartmouthx wns held in this city
on tlto third wcek of Jaituary. T1'î mneet-

ings extendcd over threù afternoonis and
eveninga; tho programme wvas carefully
l)repared and weil carrictl eut, the attend.
ance was respectable, and the prorcedings
deeply intercstiing. Mn xeln ugs
tiens wvere thrown ont on snch suhjects ils
Relation of the Pastor te the Sabliath

ScoeTecer' ~eeigs, Tencliers' du-
tics ont ef Sehoel, Tcmp.erance iu Sabhatx
SchIUOlS, EaTly CoaIVeïbien, Dtlties and
Interests of Iarents in the Sehiool, Ilow te,
coniluct a Sabbathi Sehool Lesson " I-ow
to retair. the eIder scelars ? The '1'cict
stifdying the Lesson, Jestis the mnodal
Teacher, and the use of Illustrations.

Ou ail tiiese sulîjeets much wvas saîd toa
stimulato and encourage teachiers, and to,
lead te more zealous co.operaî ion on the
part of parents and christiaus gcnctally.

We will touch on tire topics ou t cf many
%vhiclx invite reniark. Tins first is the or-
glanization of ste scheol, and on this sub-
ject the rernurk-s of Mr. Rland, tixe Siiperia-
tendent of Educatien, seemcd te lied a
general responso, as well entitled te be
more fully carried out ia practice. *xle said
that we had enly te felloir the gnidiîîg hand
whicit nature lxeld eut, te sec the necd cf a
pritnary, an intermediate, and a )âgher or
senior departmcnt, in everyv seltool of auv
exteat. The priminry departnient should
embrace the smnaller cilîdren. Ie thein
perception was quidk, and ohject lcsbous
should be usod, as far as possible, consist-
ing chiefly of Bible stories, illustratea,
where practicabie, by picterial reprcbenta-
tiens. Ia this departmcut, a large numnber,
say 20 or 30, zniglt bo tauý,ht,1 Ly one
teachey, wlio must ho apt and lively, kep.
ing Up the attention by brief lessons, inter-
spersedt witih siegiug adapted te tlieir age.

The intermediate depaxtment should in-.
clude the larger ehildren, those who were
ever 10 or 1.), iu wviomni renory was specially
active. Tihis is the age for cemïnitting te
momory eateehisrns, and especially portioas
of the word of God, both of which were Me
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