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westerly, easterly, and northerly. The
Premier told Mr. Rogers that the request
to extend the boundary west had been re-
fused by Sir John Macdonald in 1884, and
that the reasons which moved the Mac-
donald govern:nent tcdeny the request then
were much stronger now in as much as the
territory westward had pow  a settled po-
pulation and, in addition, they had re-
ceived a copy of the resolution of the
Northwest Assembly protesting ugainst it.
With regard to the extension northerly to
Hudson Bay Sir Wilfrid informed the
delegates that he did aot know that there
wasjany objection to extending the bound-
aries northward so as to inclode a portion
of the north part of the District of Saskat-
chewan but before action was taken in ro-
gard to that, Sir William Mulock, wto
was present, cojected on the part of On-
tario. Finally, Sir Wilfrid promised to
give the delegates an answer at an early
day. With Mr. Rogers on the Hoor of the
House the government's answer was given
four days later upon the introduction of
the Autonomy Bill in the House, Premier
Laurier stated then that the boumdaries of
Manittoba could not be extended westerly
but they reserved the territory to the north
for future consideration, and to sllow for
a conference between Ontario, Quebec,
Manitooa and the new province of Sas-
katchewan. Afterwards it was decided to
drop Quebec and to limit the conferenve to
Ontario, Manitoba and Saskatchewan, Mr,
Rogers states that he wrote a letter dated
Feb. 28, which reads as follows:
‘‘Russell House, Ottawa, Ont.,
*‘Feb. 28. 1905.
‘'Sir—As we find it necessary to leave
Ottawa tomorrow, we desire to refer to onr
1aterviev of Friday, the 17th, rspecting
Manitoba's claims for the exteusion of her
boundaries westward and northward, when
you were good enoagh to suggest that if
‘we would remain bere for taree or four
days you would then be in a posicion to
give us an answer respecting the same.
Up to the preseat time, howeser, we have
heard pothipg farther from yon, excepting
your l@ltm in Parlinment on Tuesday
last, when  iptrodacing your aatonomy,
bills, syhich wo

fixed and final decision as to our western
boundary In view of Manit'ba's very
strong claims as Jpresented to yon in the
mem-~rial unanimously passed hy our Leg-
islatare, and supported and supolemented
in our interview, we must, in behalf of
the Province,confirm Jour protest agiinst
the decision in refusing to grant the
prayer of our request, the extension of
our toundaries westward,and exceeaingly
regret that apparently local considera-
tions bave deprived Manitoba of what she
rightfully regards as a most just claim.
Respecting the extension northwura, we
most respectfully urge upon Jyou that this
should engage your consideration and at-
tention during the present session. We,
of course, emphatically deny the right of
Quebec and Ontario baving anything to
say 1o respect to the extensicn of our
boundaries to James Bay, or that if they
could advance any claim worthy of con-
sideration that would uecessitate delay in
attaching this territory immediately to
our Prevince . We regard this as exclus-
ively a matter for settlement between ycur
Government und Manitoba. We sincerely
trust that upon further consideration you
may see your way clear to grant the re-
quust we make on behalf of an united Pro-
vince. Youors faithfully, R. Rogers, C.
H. Campbell.

This letter by some mischance or for
some nnknown reason Sir Wilfrid Laurier
never received, It was given to a messen-
ger.

Mr. Rogers states that he and Mr,
Campbell both accepted the invitation of
the Papal Ablegate to confer with him at
his residence. ~ What tock two miuisters
of the Crown to the door of the Papal Ab-
legate , it is for them tc explain. What
induced them to enter into secret negotia.
tions with the representative of the Pope
in this country, with respect to edncation,
they must also explain. 8ir Wilfrid Lau-
rier stated that he Grst learned of their
conference with Mgr. Sburrettijand what
is alleged 10 have taken pllco. from the
daily press of five ‘weeks later. "Mr. Ro:
Beoss stated that Mgr. ‘Sbarretti told them
that the failure of Manitoba to restore the
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