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and Aliram (a sirnilarity which suggests
varying traditions of the samne occur-
rence), the determination of Moses to
establish bis rule by the application of
bis knoivledge of %%,at wvere then secret
sciences of electricity, the chemistry of
explosives, and so forth. Exactly similar
effects could be produced by dynamite,
powverful batteries and other means of
that kind, which wvould undoubtedly have
a supernatural character to the unin-
formed. Students shcutd carefully com-
pare this passage ivith Nuinbers xvi.
The symbu'lic meaning illustrating the
play of natural forces on other planes of
.consciousràess is deterrnined by the 8th
and 9th verses. The presence of aico-
bol ini the system of one wbo attempts to
enter the mystical state implied by "the
tabernacle of the congregation " would in
Most cases be fatal, if the attenipt were
successful, which in such cases it will
rarely ever be. The sanctity required in
the true priest is a necessity, and is the
ineans to an end, flot the end itseIL If
thîs were more generally understood,
there would be less hypocrisy, less as-
sumption of that wbich is an enlpty con-
dition of self-righteousness-" filthy rags"
as Isp'iah cails it.

Jaly 28. Nunbers x: 29-36.
On purely historical lines it ivould seemn

that Moses was sufficiently acute to be
fully apprised of the value of the assis-
tance of one farruhar with the ways of
desert life as H-obab, who had dwelt there
ail his life must have been. "Thou shaît
be to us instead of eyesY1 It ivas this
incipient doubt in Moses wvhich prevented
bis final triumph. Hie had not that en-
tire reliance on the Lori with whicb he
endeavored to inspire !iis followers and
they naturally though unconsciously re-
ftected his unbelief. The real agnosti-
cism, doubt, .vant of faith, calI it what
you please: in the churcb leaders of the
present day, is the cause- of the scepticismn
an-d laclc of interest in spiritual things
exhibited by the masses. Pit is no use to
encourage weith promises as Moses en-
deavoured to with Hobab, or to make a
demonstration of fine words as in verse -
33 and 36, or to consume the people with
fire as narrated in the beginning of the
next chapter. People don't believe that
the Lord is going to burn t! n up for
flot believing that with whicà you are
riot yourself convrrsant. Tell people

wbat you know, flot what you have
merely heard fromn others, and belief wvill
need no encouragement.

August 4. Numbers xlli: 17-2o, 23-33.
This passage is fuîl of allusions to the

conditions of some phases of initiation,
or. admittance to bigher aspects of con-
sciousness. One bas to make the neces-
sary attempts to reach that " pron-ised
land,"> the Canaan of the soul. In verse
22 we read that Hebron wvas built seven
years before Zoan in Egypt. This
allusion to the neophyte's period of pro-
bation, together with the definition of the
time as the "time of flrstripe grapes," and
the mystic period of forty days, during
wh';ch they were spying the land, estab-
lisbing the occuit nature of the illustra-
tion. The beings who inhabit these
other planes of consciousness, the Nep-
hilim, or sons of Anak (historically,
descendants of t.ýe third and fourth
races), are to be conquered by those who
realise as xiv: 9, that the Lord is wvith
them. It is the process of regeneration
or the newv birth that is being described
in these wanderings of the Israelites, and
the historical aspect is of quite secondary
consideration.

.&ugust 11. Nunibers xxi:14-9.
According to the Bible record ,-r over

seven hundred years, that is. fromn 1452
A.C. tilt 726 A.C., the serpent of brass-
copper in the Hebrew - which Mvoses
made, was worshlpped by the jewvs.
Hezekiah, as related in Il Kings xviii :4,
CCremoved the high places, and broke the
images, and cut down the gi-oves, and
broke in pieces the brazen serpent that
Moses had rnade; for unto those days the
childi-en of Israel did hurn incense to it."1
1 t does not appear how long its properties
as an antidote for snakebite survived, but
it vould be absurd to consider these
allegories as historical chronicles. In
the most mystic of the Gospels wc have
the dlue to the interpretation. "As Moses
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,
even se must the Son of Man (MNanas) be
lifted up; that ivhosoever believeth
may in himi have age-enduring activity.11
John iii :15. People stili worship the
image in ignorance or forgetfulness of
the reality.

Avoid doing what you wvould biame
others for doirig.-Thales, 464 B.C.
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