
the Ildep or the material from whicli the sea and atmosphere were
afterwards formed." This) we think, an error into whicli our
author lias been led by the view lio takes of the relation of thie
fýst verse to tlie whole narrative. That verae he considerg as
delineating, the first step in the great werk of creation. In
page 631, lie says "The hiRtory opens at once with the assertion
of a greiit fundamental trutl,-tie production from non-exist-
ence of the material universe bý, the eternal. self-existent God."
Now w(, are constrnined te say with feelings of profoundest
reverence for the text itself, that fascinating as the tùjove doctrine
xnay be, and nobly cloquent as the expressions are whicli our
author, ia page 339, lias founded upon it, we yet cannot sec
that it directly expresses tlie doctrine of ocation from non-exist-
ence ivhicli tlie above quotation alleg-es. In our view tlie ftrst
'Verse, but states in general ternis tliat wliicli th e subsequent nar-
rative gives iu detail-that, in short, it is a brief prologue or
pren. Tlie conjunction Iland" of the second verse does not pre-
sent any grammatical hindrance te tliis idea, for tliere the vai,
(and) is, as Gesenius remarks Ilcontinuative, of discourse." It
indicates a coasecution of sentences more than a relation of
words. This coasecutive u5e of vav is very remarkable la the
wliole of tlie narrative; lit stands at the beginning of every verse
but the first and ia the twenty-sixtli verse lias been rendered "Iso"
by our translaters. There is therefore no grammatical reason
wliy we rnay net regard tlie first verse as tlie proem of the suh-
lime record of creation.

If further we look upon the first -verse as au answer te the ques-
tion: Wheace came this earth and tliat licaven ? Wliat form,
of speech coula be a more natural reply tlian tliat, In the
beginnig, God maae the heaven aud tlie eartli,

Viewing tlike first verse in this relation, it cannot be alleged that
the 'words 'liceaven and earth"1 are there used in a sense, different
from. that in wliich tliey are deflned la the eight and tenth
verses. The meaning of tlie verge would then b.e tbat GQd, la
the beginning made tliis dry ]and and that expansion whicli wer
aV firot ln a void and forinless st.ate. Iu tliis view the words
EUQc.eeding tlie prologue will be the first step of the narrative in
vihicli the propliet.desçribes the firat aspect of tliose -eler nnawi
by the porer of tlie Livixne Woratrad beame "ev

a q rth." If we, for exm e weedsribingtlie prçcess whie2h,
as wgeqlog infqrinus, strtted rok la fçVd, oid aay that
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