1867.

THE CANADA FARMER.

Ux¥ain SBEARING ror ExnmitioN.—We bave re-
ceived a lelter from a correspondent eigning himself
«a Lover of Justice,”” animadverting in very stron
terms against the communication from an ** Exhibi-
tor ”* published roeeatly on the subject ot the reject-
ed shecp at tne Provineinl Lxhibition. We think
that “a Lover of Justice ** has quite mistahen the
tenor ol ‘¢ Exhibitor’s ° remarhs; we believe that
each of the writera i< equally opposed to unfair shear-
ing. and that e latier wonld no more than the for
met advocate any fucilities for the reprehensible prac-
tice  The firat writer expicaced his opinion respecting
the cextreme difticnlty of deciding, in Scptember,
whether or not a sheep had been fairly clipped in
April. and complained of the wholesale exclusion
that was made at the exhibition even of sheep that
had been in every respect fairly clipped. The aub-
tect is one of greatimportance and no cuall dificulty.
Om readers will see by advertisement published
m onr colnmns, as well as by the r?ort of the last
meeting of the Board of Agriculture in Toronto, that
the new regulation fixes tho time of shearing after
the 25th of April. The Board have no doubt given
the subject their best consideration, and will strive to
make such provision= as will secure a fair competition
for all parties, and give encoyragement to this most
important branch of stock-raising,

SneLr, Mani.--A correspondent at Bristel (Pon-
tiac) sends us the following communication, accom-
panicd by a specimen of shell mard:—* 1 send you s

specimen of what I consider to be aliell marl. It effer-
veares readily with vinegar, is full of the comminuted
vemains of shells, some of thewm perfect, of the species
Limnara and Physa. Tam informed there isaconsider-
able deposit of it in the adjoining Township of
Clarendon, where it i3 at times overflowed by the
Ottawa river, ot this point 233 feet above the sca
tevel, There is no use made of the substance. To
what good purpose, if any, can it be applied?”

Ax3s.—The specimen that accompanied your note
i undonbtedly shell marl, which is a recent geolo-
gical formation fonnd as s carbonaceous deposit
4t the bottom of many of our lakes, and also
around the shores where the waters bave formerly
xtood. This substance consists principally of
carbonate of lime, with occasional traces of phos-
phate. It is readily pulverised, and when in-
corporated with some woils, especially stiff clays,
forms a useful fertilizer, though by no means of
ecqual value with quick lime. It isalso sometimes
used for witewashing and similar purposes. We
understanil that coneiderable quantitics were at one
time exported into the United States,

Extna ExtrY FEES For Exnmirioxn.—James Find.

lay, of Pilkington, thinks it unfair that the wealthy
members of agricultural socicties should he able
to make so many more catrica for exhibition than
their poorer neighbours for the same amount of sub-
acription ; and suggests that each member shor'd o
allowed tfm privilege of & limited number of onwies,
and should pay a small fee, say twenty-five cents, for
all above that number. He think$ olso that extra
fees shonld be required for carriage horses and hack-
neys, which in his opinion belong more to the turf
and the road than to agriculture,

Nore Y Ep. C. F.—Our corre<pondent should re-
member that the privilege of competing for prizes at
exhibitions is but « small part of the advantage he
derives from his subscription to the Agricultural
Nociety, and that cvery encouragement should be
given to partics having stock or other articles worth
spowinf to scnd them for exhibition. A very con-
siderablo expense is often incurred by exbibitors in
sending and providing for the care of their p s
and we cannot think ¥ would answer any ur-
pose to put an additional tax on thesc parties. With
regard to the class of horses alinded to, though the
may not be so much required as other sorts for agricul-
tural purpoees, yct it is the business of the farmer to
breed such horses, and no oue else has equal facilities
for doing so profitabiy.

Drit. or Hanp Sowine.—A correspondent asks :—

“Do you recommend the grain seed drill for spring
graing, such aswheat, burley, oats, &c.1’ Wearesorry
that the above engnuiry did not reach us till our
number for the 1st May was stereot: We fear
that any reply now may be too late to be of service.
We do_certainly prefer the drill for sowing nearly
~very kind of grain. We knew a manufactarin
firm in the west, who were willing to take as the pay-
ment for an excellent and costly seed drill (we for-
get the exact price) which they made, the ren

in ono season on forty acres of wheat putin with tbeQ!:
drill over forty acres band-sown on t{e same, or any
adjo] ﬁgrm, ard this at a time when wheat was
gmv?n in that locality more than sixty cenis »

el.

Rortatiox or Crors.--‘‘John mith,” of York
county, referring to the order of rotation submitted
to usrecently by «“ M.0.Cole,” points out thatboth bar-
ley and oats are omitted from the zerics, and snggests
that a better course, cs‘wri.\lly fitted for the lands in
York Township, wonld be the following :—First
year, roots and hoed crope, followed in succession
by barley, hay. bay 01 pa tuie, pasture, peas, fall
wheat, rye or spring wheat. wnd lastly oate  The
ground to be manred for the 1ot erop theroughly:
gyprum and diquid mannre to he applied to the
third crop. §i bone dust. guane, &e.. be applied for
the roots, part of the barn yaud maviie may be ap-
plicd for the teventh crop -~ With 1egard to the ex-
act course to be purcned, zo miuch depends on local
circumatances, such at natnie of the «o0il, needs of the
farm, markets. &e.. that it cound general principles
are followed, the detaile of the cour<e must be deter-
mined by each individual farmer.

INFoRMATION WANTED ABotT Cikish Factoris-~
* A constant reader” writes to us from Darlington as
follows :- = 1 finid that coneiderable interest is be-
ginning to Ve felt about checse-making throughout
the country. | myself feel inclined to commence
this spring. if I could obtain the necessary informa-.
tion reapecting the best hind of vats, curd cutters,
&e., and direetions as to the required degree of heat
at the time of putting in the rennet.  Can you, or
any of your readers, inform me where a good treatise
on chieesesmnking ean be proeaved ? I think a short
article on the subject would be of great interest to
o readers,

Note By Lb. Co It We would vefer our corves-
pondent, »  we have done others, to articles in for-

mer numbers of this f'om-nal. and to parties who have
slready been practically engaged inthe business,
for the required information. o recommend a visit
to some factory in actual opemtion. Messrs Noxon,
of Ingersoll. and Mr. L. F. Bungay. of Norwichville,
can supply vats, curd mills and other factory requis-
ites. Sce their advertisements in this and former
numbers of the CaNapa Fanrxgr.
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The Season.
Drriva the past fortnight the weather has continned
unusually chilly, and in consequence of the previous
prevalence of rain there is no doubt that spring farm
operations are somewhat behind the average in
former years. Still, there have been intervals of
favorable weather, amd in looking round the country
and conversing with farmers, we are pleased to find
considerable <ced has been sown, and the work is
not, after all, so hackward as might have been cx-
pected.  ft is wonderful what a good will and a little
management will effect in making amends for un-
toward circumstances, and it is gratifying to observe
that a cheerful spirit of hope in regard to the coming
scason seems to prevail nmong the farmers generally.
There are, however, some important lessons which
our present and past experience should teach us, the
most important of which is the desirablencss of so
arranging the business of the farm as to leave as
littls unavoidable work for the spring as practicable.
With this end 'in view, as well as to secure some
other important advantages iu resting and enriching
the land by making pro¢ision for a larger quantity of
stock than has commonly heen raised, it seems that
much wmight be gained by having u greater propor-
tion of the land in pasturc and meadow. These do
not entail any labour during the spring of the year,

Eland in fact dcmand less labour throughout the

entire season than grain crops, while their profits
will compare favourably with any otker portion of
the farm.

In connection with the appropriation of a consider-
able extimt of the land to sych purposes, arises tho

necessity of raiain_g & corresponding amount of root
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crops for the winter support cf the increased amount
of stack. This kind of crop is highly advantage
ous 1o the tan1, and the sowing and barvesting both
come on durirg comparatively leisure periods of the
season.

Auothet wo ¢impottant matter pressed ¢ our at-
tention by the dircumstances of the present season.
18 the great advantage of under-draiving, whereby
the fand becomes o much rooner ready for working,
and suffers wach less “San undrained fields from cold
and wet.  Thia has been so often pointed out,
and has heen made ro manifest during the past
few weehs e-pedially, thai it is uunccessary to
dwell on the matter morve particularly, yet it
is well to tuke note of every additional argument and
inducement in favour of this important preparation
of the soil. and to press the subject again and
again ou the attention of all engaged in agricultural
pursuite,

There i« yet another point to which our lability
to late <prings nd short scasons should lead us to
give careful heed: the advantage, namely, of raising
winter erop+ a3 much as possible.  The repeated fail-
ures in winter wheat bave induced a large number
of farmers to abandon this crop altogether. Yet this
groin is a «taple of too great importance to relinquish
except nuder ahsolute compnlsion, and there is much
in the history of older conntries, and in the teachings
of modern agrienltural <cience. to lead as to hope
th.t greater sineeess may in future reward the en
deavour of the farmer to raise at least a fair propor-
tion of this pre-cminently valuable cereal. Under-
draining, suitable shelter, and thorongh culture may
yet remove some of the causes that have hitherto
rendered this crop so often unproductive. It must
also bo remembered that wheat isnot the only winter
crop. There are otherx that might with advantage
be added to the resources of Canadian farmers.
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Henry's Double-Walled Bee Hive,

Sixck our last fssue we have hid an opportunity of
examining thi~ hive. It is constructed with a view of
guarding against cold, damp, and atmospheric
changes. A two-fold expedient i3 resorted to for this
purpose. There ia a hollow gpace of dead air between
two walls, and the inner wall is of flag or siraw,
fastened down with strips of wood. The only novelty
about this hive is tie inside lining of flag or straw,
the hollow-wall priaciple being already in use in
Thomas's Double Boarded Hive. We consider straw
an excellent protection against cold and damp, but
should prefer to have it outside, for more reasons than
one. Bees, during their long winter imprisonment,
will discharge their faeces on the juner walls of a hive.
A wooden wall can essily be cleaned, while a straw
or flag wall must get foul, an1 unless it be frequently
renewed, will hecome offensive. In outward appear-
ance this hive is exactly like that of which we gave
two illustrations in our issue of April 15, 1866.
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“» Tur CaxapiaN Fasuxw’s 8oxe.”’—We would call
attention to this choice piece of poetry, which appears
in another column. It was written for Tur Caxans
Fanaer by Rev. E. H. Dewart, of this city, and will
appear in a volume of original poems, entitled “ Songs
of Life,” about to be published by that gentleman.
Mr. Dewart is a true poet, not unknown to fame
already, and we haveno doubt his forthcoming volume
will add to his well-won laurels,

Usitep States Dury oy Peas—A telegram was
received on Saturday from Oswego, by one of our
leading produco dealets, which stated that the United
States Government had sent an order making the duty
on peas thirty per cent. The duty on this grain since
the repeal of the Reciprocity Treaty has becen thicty
per cent. if intended for seed, and ten per cent. if for
consumption. It is now apparenily to be thirty per
cent. on all—a specimen of legialative wisdom emi-

nently Japanese,



