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Southampton's herd, and a selection from Mr.
Faulkner's. Besido these, nine high-class sales arc
announced, in addition to the show and collection at
Bingley Hall,

Farming as an Qocupation.

“Mr Smith hassold his farm.” Tndeed, why?' *“Oh,
his two sons have left him, refusing to follow the oc-
cnpation of a farmer.” Such 1w the announcement
one hears, ever-and-anon, and most frequently from
quarters where competence and comfort, if not con-
sideralile wealth, have been achicved by the father.
Why should this be? Agriculture, ag itis the original
and natural, so also is it one of the highest and most
indepeadent occupations a man can follow.  In Eng-
land, Scotland and Ireland, it is the most aristocratic
of pursuits  Princes, lords, and *“ first commoners,”
are not only among  tho mast prominent of British
practical farmers, but constantly contribute cssays,
letters, and speeches in promation of the agricultural
cause. Thelate Prince Consort’s farm at Windsor, i
a model of first-class hushandry in its  various
branches, and one it would be profitable for many
here in Canada to imitate, cven at a far-away dis-
tance. But in Canada the obscrvation is constantly
heard fro:n farmers' song, that farming is not a
“geateel” occupation. It is a great mistake to
suppose that it is the particular occupation of a man
that makea him cither of good manncrs or worthy of
respect.  We all know wmen in cvery position of life
who by their uprightness of character and ability in
their particular pursuit, dignify their occupation and
win respect and csiceém from all around them. No
doubt farming in Canada, as clsewhere, is 2 laborions
life, aud demands from the man who aspires to great
success, zeal and vigilanze, from January to Iecem-
ber; and perhaps it is just from the necessity for this
toil and vigilance, that farming becomes distasteful to
€0 many voung men. Lutletit never be forgotten that
constant industry and perscverance are guite as

ry to in every other pursuit as in
farming; and the chances of failure in the battle of
life infinitely greater. Brain work is vastly more
toilsome, more wearinj to bady andmind than physi.
cal labor. It scems very easy {or the judge to sit on
the bench hearing evidence and then deciding—but
it is perhaps the most laborious of tasks when con-
scientiously perfornied.  Every word uttered by the
numecrous witnesscs an-l counscl must bo noted and
rememutered, and weighed accuratcly—the mind is
kept on the stretch for houms——cvery pomt of the
Jaw must be recalled before the deaision 18 given—
and when the court rises, the judge gludly secks his
home cxhausted in mind and body. Andsoit is with-
the merchant, and tradesman, and master mechame,
and the rest of the human famnly,  Tal ix the lot of
all humanity: aud the happy &4, for the longer onc
lives the mare strongly he fecls, thad the happicst
lifc in that in which there Iias been  constant, useful,
remuncrative, daily occupation.  No moro pitiable
ohject can be found in Canadda than the man who has
no regular accupation, and w ks about secking  how
hic can kill time.  Tie may have as much moncy as
he likes —he is abunden tohimself, —and in nine cases
out of ten, to all around him.

Agriculture an an occupation, 1s healthful, regular,
independent, and far more remuncrative, taking the
average of those who follow it, than any other caall-
ing. Lookall over the westermn peninsula of Canada,
that Imt thirty ycars ago was a desise forest, and tell
us where in all the world yan can find a body of men
of onc occupation who have mised themselves in
that short apace, from nothing, to such comfort, and
yrosperity, and thorough independence as have the
100,000 farmers, who xit there now under their own
vincand fig tree reaping the fruits of their carly toil.

We readily admit that carcless, slugganlly, dis
contented farming is a hant life; but the eluggard

|
will have that whatever he follows or wherever he

goes.  Agrienlture rightly pursued furmshes con.
stant, pleasant, elevating, cmployvment for the nmund as
well as the body. The study and management. of the
soil, of the atmosphere, of plants, of {ruits, of flowers,
of cattle, of hinds, of inseets, arc all of them directly
connected with farming, contributary to suceess in
1ts pursuit and most enjoyable, Moreover a thorough
knowledge of agriculture, scientiic and practical—
that knowledge wlieh 11 gamed by perseverance,
industry, enthussasm and ambition—not only Jeads
direct to wealth in Canada, but. opens the door to the

highest pesitions and the highest nsefulness to his| ¢

country, that a youny Canadian can aspire to.  Agn.
culture is the basis of aur whele mationad iabnie: and
who would not rather be the foremost farmer in Can.
ada--leading the van in all useful improvements,
striving ta clevate the system of agrieulture, and
rousing all around him to new life and progress, and
suceess—than De the nichest man or the lighest
official in the land*

One word to fariners and farnmers” wivee,  With
all the admitted folly of the young fellows in being
carried away by the delusive seductions of town bie,
might not something be done to make home e
attractive?  Might not the surroundings of dzly hie,
the internal cconomy amd outward adornment of the
homestead, be in some things improvedr  Might
not the hours of labor be advantageously all round
somewhat shortened?  Might not the juveniles have
fixed remuncration for their Iabor and some weidental
interest i the sucaess of their wok?  Might
they not he encouraged to have specialties of their
own, such as fine breads of the vavieus minor domes.
tic animals and fowls?  Might not pleasant evenings
be culled out oftener, with friendly visitors around
the teastable, and books, music, magazinss and fun
to fill up the happy wght? We kuow well that in
thousands of farm-houses throughout Canada, all
this and more is done uow, and Qdone well,—but i3
there not yet romn for advancement on ten thousand
farms?

-

Herse Supply in ing]am‘,‘. -

A curions dehate has just occurred in the House of
Lords on the apprehended short supply and falling
off in quality of horses in Great Rritain,  Lond oses
berry brought up the subject, and stated that Eorses
were becoming scarcer and dearer, whilst i the
opinion of competent judges they were alse becoming
less fit for the scrvices required of than.  They went
varlier into hard, fast work, aud were in conscquence
more quickly used up.  They are exported in large
numbers, 1741 having been thus lost dunng 187
whilst during the last fiftcen years 60,000 were
estimated to have been sold to forcign markets, alout
14,000 0f which went to Germany alonc.  Asa result
of this continual drain fully one-half the horses in
London were now required to be importesd from Ger-
many. More than onc-balf the cattle purchased for
tho autummn military manwuvres canic from the conti-
nent, causing an average loss of €10 atg. when sold
after their three weeks' campaugn.  In the cvent of
war Lord Roecberry computed that £00 horsces
would be reguired for the artillery and cavalry
forces; but he was assared that cven at double the
prescnt regulation price, 3000 horses could not I ob-
tained in three months. The home, xaid his londship,
was the adjunct of commerce, the implement of agri-
culture, and the engine of war; and it was a zcrious
thing that England should bo losing its position as
a horec-breeding country, and should be dependent
for ita supply ow forcign nationa,

Jord Portsnouth, who had been 3 master of
Jionzxls for 23 years, bore strong testimony to ** the
cxtraordiny sczrcity of herses™

Mr. Chaplin held very simi {
district of glydada-lc ﬁnu;" al:;' m‘crl“lu:?
uow in comparieon with what wsed to be, and it was
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maderate to say prices had doubled. Dealers from
all parts of the country asserted that there were
more lorses Iuft unsold aiter o fair, some years ago,
than ara offered for salo at the beginning now ; and
the French agent who travelled thiough $ae country
in 1872 writes that nine years agn five horses were
to be found for sale for every one in Great Dritain
at present.  This is the burden of all the agricul.
twsl societics in the country: - ““ Our breeders
“have been tempted to celd their best horses for
‘‘transportation.  There is a lamentable want of
“ pormd, strone, therough-tred stallions m- the coun-
“try.  The Clevdland mares, from whieh have usuals
“1y dexcended our hest coach horses, 2nd from whese
‘“daughters, by thorongh-hred  Dorses, sned agmin
crossed hy blood, have sprung all our lest hunter,
““are nearly extnet 5 in faet, the foreyners have gof
“them all”  The carriage horses are hotadit from
the foreigner  The price within a few years has riscn
70 per cent., and there 15 no probabibty of a Iawer
fignre being reached, as when fanners can gret $5s for
adamb they are not hikely to speeulate in breedmy
herses,

Earl Granvills accountcd for the riee mshepnce: of
Rorses by the inercase of wealth and lexmions Viving,
He s2id he preferred the strong sinewy animals that
drew such carriages as those of the Duke of Riche
mond, to the hamdsome cart-horses that drew his
gread grand-fathers conch at the rate of five miles on
hour. ” Bat side by side with these despised cart.
horses were the readsters whe did their ten miles an
hour with the vegnlarity of elock work ; and it:houhl
be rememberadd that wathout the * cart-horses™ thare
would not have been the foundation for the produce
tion of the present beautiful breed of horscs.  Zus
breetiing upwards has becn so nuch the mle that,
while bums are mocdels of shape and full of spirit,
they are wanting in substanct, aud brood tares of
the ¢ld #teut,enduring type are nowhere to be found,

In Canadawe have made jreat progresza the hracd-
ing of ltorses, and in no country in the world could
animalsbe found combimig so happily speed, and stay,
and cwdurance. It is impossible to drive zlong a
conntry road without seeing one span of korses aiter
another pass which would be cqual to any purpose for
which ¢ harse is required, short of racing against
thorowgh-breds. There will hapnily be no temptation
with us to fall inte the mistakes which have becen
committed in England.  On the contrary, it may be
worth eur while {0 consider whether we could not
profitably export horses to Iurope.  There is a great
demand for the very =ort of animals we corld supply.
Italy gees to England for horses, aud it would be
nearly as cheap to send a horse from Toronto to
Liverpool as from Hull to Civita Veechia,

Tenant Farmers in Parliament.

The clection of Mr.James W, Barclay, of Aberdeen,
axs M ' for Forfarshire, Scotland, addy anotlher ta
the list of tenand fammers whoe have managel to sccure
an entranee to the first legislative body in the world.
His opponent, Sir James Ramsay, was like himsclf,
a liberal, and a Jandlond of much local iniluence, but
not =0 prononnced on the questions of hypothec and
the gnme laws as Mr. Barclay, hence the yrefer-
ence of the farmers for the Jatter gentleman, Jiw
Barclay recently made his maiden gpeech v the
House of Commong, on the motion for a xelect come
mittee to enquire into the working of the Contagious
Discases (Animals) Act, and was much applanded by
both vides of the Houze for the practical sagacity of
the views he caunciated.  He showed very clezriy
that in Abendeenshize, the syatem of flaughicrivg
animalx labering under pleuro-pncumonia had been
cminently  succesaful in almbst exterminating (he
dizcase  He stated that the total value of cattle and
shecp of Englard and Scotland, amounted to at
lcast £115,000,000, or prebably donble the valuc of
the registered shipping of the United Kingdom.

This stock supplics annually, food to the valae of
£45,000,000. Tho value of the imports of forcign
cattle, Mr. Barclay cstimatcs at only onc cighth of
the homo supply, or something under 12 per cent. of
the whole preduction. He also estimated that an
animal attacked cven by the foot-and-month  discane
loses nearly 10 per cont. of its value.



