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Rxperiments With Thick and Thin-
’ sown Clover.

There has, of late, been much controversy
a8 to the quantity of clover seed advisable to
sow on an acre. In a former communication
I mentioned my cxperience of the growth of
self-sown clover seed, and called the atten-
tion of my brother farmers to the fact, that
the failure of clover seed to produce thick
seeding was not altagether noece-surily dne
to the insufficieat quantity ol sesd sown,
but might be attributable a3 much to the bad

quality of theseed,  In support of this theory, |

early in May this year, I sceded something
over fifty acres with timothy and cloven
The quantity sown was, 3 1bs, of broad 1 1b,
of alsike, and 3 1bs. of timothy to the acre.
On the Ist of October I carefully eximined
the result, and found the ground literally
ceverel with clover plants, the growth of
which was about six inches in height. The
crop seeded was barley, and the produce not
a heavy one in grain, but plenty of straw—
in fact, too much so. Some months «ince, in
one of the numbers of the Caxany Faruur,
there was a correspondent who then stated,
that 10 1bs, to theacre would pay better than
8lbs., and gome of the Enghsh periodicals
advocated as much, if not more.

My experimental trial most =atisfastorily
proves that anything over 3 1bs. of broad,
and one pound of alsike, i3 altogethor unne-
cessary, provided it all grows. The tiuothy
sown bas not yet attained mnch growth, as it
does not usaally show so much as the clover
in antumn ; out the clover alone i3 as thick
as a mat, and when timothy is added to it, as
it will be next spring, it will be quite as
thick as there is any possibility for growth to
take place. Now, all this goes fur to chow,
that the sced sown as above was abnadant in
quantity, and also that the quality was good.,
and probably all the seed grew.  Ten or fif-
teen pounds per acre of clover frecd at 37 a
bushel, cost3 about $1,25 to $1,75 per acre,
for 2eed alone ; and poor seed that vequires
ten to fifteen pounds per acre to produce
8 crop, when half the quantity of good sved iy
equally efficient. is rather a codtly piece of
deception, especially where, ns in my case,
there are from forty to fifty acres sown, The
fact is that the late stir amongst the seed
dealers in England explains mauch that we
did not understand before. In the revelations
lately made on this subject many respecrable
seed dealers fully exposed the ¢ tricks of {he
trede,’ and publicly stated that others wed
“killed ”? seed of similar appearance, but
cheaper.in price, for the purpose of enlarging
the bulk and weight of the gool seed, mixed
through the worthless. These hints are valu-
able to us farmers, and we ought to fully en-
dorse any action takex that most effectually
puts down such nefarious trafiic. In the re-
cords allpded tp there were many kinds, such
a8 cubbage and caulifiower seed, vorth, by
the ounce, ten times as much as the rape and
tarnip with which they were mixed, Itic

.

Experiments with Varieties of Oats.

true that all these seeds were suid to have ;
been * killed ”” before mixing, so that none!
ot them would vegetate, and sone credit was Some interesting experiments with new va-
taken for this act of generosity and magna-  rietiedof oats have been mado during thepast
nimity ; with little reason, so far asI ean sce, ' season, on the farm of the Michigan Stase
as, of course, if any one who sowed cauli-, Agricultural College. Among the results re-
flower reed renped turnip, the deceptivn! Dorted. it i3 carious to note that in all the in-
wonld be too apparent. [ am nat prepared ' stancez of foreign grain, the weight of the
to show what seed, if any. is used 13 adulte- | produce deteriorated ia comparison with the
rate clover; but I am prepared to prove that; feeds For example, in the Exeelsior oats, o
any quantity over three ponnds of bro 1l and ' pew variety imported from England, the seed
one ponnd of alsike and three poands of ti- | sown weighed at the rate of 47 1, to the
mothy, provided it 21l grows, iv wasted ; and  bushels while the oty raised weixhed 35 lhy.
the want of Zuod seed or goud management ‘ o the bushel, The Somerset, oats, another
causes the waste, from a poor crop. of a vast, English  variety, weighed 4t 1bs. to the
quantity of land cown with the above grasses, | bushel, the produce only 31 1bs. per bushel.
and the consequent disappointent attending | Similar resulis are reported with varietles
on failure. Another cande of losz of crop, from Hamburg and Prince Cdward's Island ;
muy be the imperfect way in which sowing is] while in the case of ~ecd from Michigan. the
completed, and zny correspondent who will, weight, per bushel, of the produce exceeded
enlighten us on the subject, and show, prac. | that of the seed. The yields, nevertheless,

tically. how and where the remedy for this
lies, will most certainly deserve thanks at our
hands. and I, for one, will cheerfully render
biny mite of praiss.

My exzperience goes far to show, that if
clover seed i3 harrowed in with the erop
sown with it, many of the seeds are buried
too deep ever to see daylightagain ; whereas
the opposite course, that of sowing on the
surfsce of dry scil in spring about seeding
time, and rot covering the sced af all, causes
much to perish when it sprouts on the sur
face, and before the roots are old enough to
pratect the young plant from the scorching
sun, This year, of course, was an exceptional
one for moisture, and might induce growth of
seed which in other years wonld vegetate
only to perish, if uncovered. Whether <eed
sown oue way or ansther is capable of pro-
ducing a fult crop is one point; but this by
no means proves that if a hetter arrangement

ceed than that sown in the crdinary way.
I am not anxioug to blamne where blame, is
not due, but { am anxious to investigate the
caus2 of such continued failure of clover to
produce: o thick handsome mat of grass the
first autuma, or ob least to kuow that all the
seed is good awd that the fnlt ey in other
causey. .

Neit 8y Ev.—3ome farther light wouid
have been thrown on the matrer if ~-C™ bad
told us what lind of soil e has and what de-
aree of enltire it was in.  Clover dous better
sown on barley than any ether crop. it not
=awn too carly ; hut many farmers seed down
on winter wheat after a thorough cleaning of
the soil by a summer fallow. and fail to get
w stand, we think, mainly from o thin sow-
inz on a s0il not in o state to give the youag
clover plants a fair chance to grow.

Ihales of prairie grass ure to be<ent to Eng-
tand from the United States for the purpose
of teating by experiment its value as paper
matesial

of seedicg wove practiced, that seed now
foundto fail may not, by suchimproved mode
of covering it, he much more likely to sue- |

i are, in some cases, estimated extremely high;
but it must be remembered that the aren
1 sown with each vuriety was very small, and
! & larger breadth, with perhaps less careful

cultivation, would net have yielded up to the
i mark of the experimental pateh.
i The following is a brief sumumary of the
, resulls,  Excelsior oats, from Eagland,
yiclded at the rate of 60 bushels to the acre ;
Somerset oats, from England, 91 bushels to
the acre; White Schonen oats, {rom Ham-
burg, 62 bushels to the acre; Black Swedish,
also from Hamburg, 65 bushels an acre;
Prince Edward Island oats, 62 bushels per
acre; Brooks’ oats,from Michigan, 68 bushels
per acre ; Norway oats, (the seed from Jones
und Ciark, New York) yielded 50 bushels;
and the Swrprise oats.as the rate of 38 bushels
to the nere. The weight of the Norway oats
was ouly 28 lbs. to the bushel, while the
saiee nreasure of the last named variety
weighed 465 The,
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Making Underdrains.

The winter ir the time to do this work,
when labour is plenty and cheap. Men
' who formerly spent the best part of the
winter in clearing land or chopping cord-
wood, should, now that there is so little
‘of that kind »f work to do, be only too
{glad to work at ditching for moderate
'wages. The days are rhort, and if they
;put as much encrgy into the work of
ditching, as they do in chopping, they
need not work over six hours a day, and
yet perform a good deal of work in a
pleasanter manner than they could doin
hot summer weather.

Joseph Harris has been trying the ex-
periment last winter, on his farm near
Rochester, and finds it quite successfal.
'The line of the drain is marked out by
‘stakesin the fall, and the first part of
the work done before tho grounad freezes
hard, by running a plough along the line
' of tha drain, turning a furrow each way




