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male is pulled. Afier being pulled, the
male plants sre Iaid ont to ret, or, as it is
more generally called in the country, to rot,
cither on the ground, or in water like flax.
The same process ot retting is followed
both in the European and the Kentuckian
treatment of hemp. When destined to be
retted in water, hemp is put nn in bundles,
which must not excced ten inches in diam-
cter or thereabouts, at the thickest pavt, so
that thy water may act casily on the centre
of the bundle. Five or six days in stagnant
water, when the weather is still warm, i3 gen-
crally sufficient. It takes much longer in
ranning water. When the water is cold,
owing to the lateness of the season, it is bet-
ter to ret on the ground. It wtakes from one
month to six weehs to ret on the ground, the
time depending cumpletely upon the greater
or lesser frequency of rain.

When the bark which conwins the fibre
can be easily detached trom the wood, n
long steips uninterrupted, from the rvot to
the top of the plant, the retting is completed.
Hemp ongbtnot to bo spread upuon the field
to dey the moment it is tahen out of the
water, for itis thensoft and brittle, and might
be injured. The bundles must be put up
standing alonga fence, a wall, or, if ncither
be quite convenient to the pond, some light
scaffolding erected for the purpose, aiter
slackening the ties, which can bLe readily
done by pushing them up towards the thin-
ner part of the bundles. They are left
standing for a day or two, until the water
has run out of them. The planis are then
fit to spread on the ground in thin layers.
When dried on one side, turn them over, and
a few hours of sunshine will complete the
operation. Do not take them in uuless tho-
roughly Cried.

When the seed hardens, the fenale plants
ought to be pulled. It would not do to wait
until the sved is quite ripe, because the bags
containing it will then burst, and the
sced drops on the ground, and is lost. The
sced isallowed to ripen fora few days on
the field, care being taken to prevent the
_ head of the plant, which contains the seed,

from resting on the ground. It must not be
beaten out with the flail. It is too soft for
that, und would be crusbed. The best plan
is to bring barrels or boxes to the field,
hold the handful of hemp with one hand, the
heads of the plunt placed inside the barrel
or bux, and with the other hand, armed with
a small stick, beat the heads until the seed
drops, after which operation the female
plants are retted in the same way as themale
plants.

When the sced is extracted, it is taken
under shelter, and laid in very thin layers,
not more than a couple of inches thick, for it
i8 very apt to heat when not thoroughly dry
It is well to turn it over from time to time,
After a month or so, when well dried, the
sced is winnowed and put up in bags or
barrels,

Such is the European mode of liarvesting.
_Now for the Kentuckion. In Kentucky,

Missouri, and other parts of the States, the
whole crop of hemp, male and femnale, is
pulled, or more often cut, at oae and the
same time.  The petiod chusen is about half-
way between the maturity of the male and
the female plants, say about ten days afier
the male hus ripened.  The instrument used
for cutling hiemp is something like o reaping
hoolk, only the blude is much stronger, near-
ly straight, with the slightest inward curve,
and about twenty inches long; the handle is
straight, two feet in length,

If the crop is to e cut with the hemp-
Kknite, the operator is required to cut at unce
throngh a width cotiespunding to the length
of the hemp, and as cluse to the ground us
possible, spreading bis hemp in Lis rear, in
an even, stmoutin swath. it is aficcwards
spread out on a meadow for retting.  This is
“dew retting.”

I think yon will agreo with me that the
Kentehy mode is preferable, for the follow-
ing reasons i—

1st. Because it dues not exbaust the soil,
the sced not Leing allowved to ripen ; butif
it stands for sved, it is on all hands ackuow-
ledged to be an exhausting crop,

2w, It 8aves vie pulling, boih malv and
female hewp being pulled or cut atonce;
and that one pulling saved amounts to mo-e
than one half the work of harvesting. It
speaks to comtnoen gense that the first pulling
alone, according to the European system,
when you must choose and pull the plants
one by one, takes wmore time thian a general
pulling or cutting of all the plan’s at the
same time j and when they come in Europe
to the sccond pulling, that of the female
plants, as they do notstaand quile close toge-
ther (the male plante having been removed),
the work does not proceed quite as rapidly,
in proportion to the number of plants pulled,
as it does in Kentucky.

3rd. When it is intended to ret hempin
water, the warmer the water is the more
rapid and perfect is theretting, Now, as
the scason advances towards autumn,the
water cools rapidly. The ten or twelve days
during which the femals hemp is allowed to
stand after the male is pulled, o..d the time
afterwards required for hardening and ripen-
ing the seed, and taking it off (which is often
protracted to one or two weeks by rais, for
the sced cannot Le knocked off unless the
plant is perfectly dvy), may cause s long de-
lay, during which the water often gets too
cold for retting the female plant (as hap-
pened to me lust fall), aad then you must ret
on the ground, when the colour is notso fine.
This applies more particularly to Lower Ca-
nada, where tbe seasons are shorter.

4th. X think the fibre of the female plant is
stronger when pulled before the sced is
ripe.

The high price of labour on this continent
accounts for the new wmode of harveating
adopted in America. The Kentucky hemp is
quite as strong as the Russian, but its colour
i3 not as clear, owing to its being retied on
the ground, and it accordingly compels the

rope-muker to employ fac of a lighter colonr,
which i3 mmoro expensive than that required
for the Russian hemp. Their water in Ken.
tuchy I8 not sofi enough for retting hemp.

The Kentuckians sacrifice the seed, but
they have found out that the saving in labour
both in the pulling, and afterwards in the
curing of the seed, more than compensales
for the loss of the seed. In other places,
where labour is cheaper, it may be other-
wise. Wa hrve still gota great deal tolearn
from experience.

For those who will try the European plan
(a3 both plans ought to be fairly tried) and
save the seed, I wiil state that, taken equal
weights of flax sced and hemp seed, hemp
seed will yicld in oil two-thirds of the quau-
uty that flax seed does, This statement,
lowever, must not be looked upon as conclu.
sive. It is merely a personal opinion, based
upon the results of ono experiment made this
last full at Messrs. Tarcotte's oil mill at Beau-
port, ‘Thosc gentlemen had never worked
hemp secd before. As we gainin experience
we 'may expset more favourable results.
But, even calculating upon that, if an acre
of iemp yields, say, twelve to fourteen bush-
els of seed, and Ithink it will do that if care-
fully worked, that yield would be an import-
ant item, well worth the farmer’s considera-
tion, where chesp labour can be obtaine.l.
The oil is employed, in Europe, for painting.
[ got ours tried here by a reliable paiater,
and it gave much satisfaction. It appears,
however, to change the colour of white lead
a trifle more than flax oil does, butitis just
as good for every other paint. The hemp
cake is fed out t) cattle with the samaresults
as flax cake.

Ve havo seen that by following the Ken-
ticky mode of harvesting, the seed is sacri-
ficed. In order toprocure the seed necessary
for the next seasons’s 8owing, they lay out
a small patch of good 1and in bills, a couple
of feet in diameter, disposed in straightrows,
tbree feet apart eachway. They plant seven
to eight aceds in the hill. Thesame rules ob-
served for the cultivation of Indian corn will
apply, in the after culture of hemp-sced.
Those plants, with plenty of room to expand
laterally, will throw out, in every direction,
branches that get covered with seed. of
course, their fibre is quite worthless, owing
to thoso same branches, but the yield in
sced is extraordinary. I took myself, from
two plants, about one pint apiece of clean
seed. Youcan form an idea of how small an
arca of ground would be required in order to
sield one bushel ofseed.

Asto the peouniary returns from hemp,
grown for the flbre, per acre, I must base
my caleulations upon the price paid our
farmers last summer, namely, half a copper
a ponnd for unretted hemp, and oue copper
for retted, delivered at the will. One man
was paid at the rate of sixty dollars per acre,
irrespective of the vatne of the sced, but



