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CANADIAN MINING REVIEW,

CANADIAN PHOSPHATE TRADE. |

For the past ten months a
report of progress at the phos-
phate mines has been regululy
published in the Revigw, and as
uo change of any unportance has
occurred in the condition of the
mines sinee the last report, it
will, no doubt, be of greater
interest to those engaged ir the
industry to learn something that
bears more directly on the out-
look for the future profitalle
working of the deposits. A
movement has been afloat in
Montreal to circulate exagger-
ated and incorrect statements
concerning the present condition
of the phosphate market in
Great Britain and Europe, and
by using the press for this pur-
pose, the would-be manipulators
hope to alarm producers to such
an extent as to induce them to
dispose of the output of their
mines at a pricc much lower
than they could get for it by
shipping direct to buyers across
the Atlantic. This movement
has been inaungurated by a few
of the middle men in Montreal,
who played their first card in
an article which they caused to
be published in the Guzette of
that city on the Sth instant,
which rcad in substauce as fol-
lows :—

“COMPLETE BREAKDOWN OF
THE PHOSPILATE MARKET --Latest
cable advices report that the
phosphatemarket is so overstock-
ed that business is impossible at
any price. Offers of Canadian
phosphate of 80 per cent., at one
shilling per unit had bLeen de-
clined by manufacturers; that
continental orders have all been
cancelled on this market, as
English manufacturers are try-
ing to dispose of their surplus
on the continent, and a further
decline is expected.”

The incorrectuess of the above
statements were only too ap-
parent to all those who had had
an opportunity of posting them-
selves on the condition of the
trans-Atlantic phosphate market.
At the time of the publication ot
the article in the Gazelée, from
which we have quoted above,
this office was in possession of
the most recent information con-
cerning the condition of the
English market. A general

dullness characterized the ferti-
lizer trade, but, notwithstanding
this, their was no falling ofl’ in
the demand for Canadian apatite,
and the price quoted for it was
more than suflicient to warrant
owners of mines in working
their properties to their greatest
capacity. Though eatly in the
season, one sale of 1,000 tons
had been reported ab 1s. 3d. for
SO per cent. mineral and a stand-
ing offer for 2,000 tuns addi-
tional at same price was left
with seller, who retains it under
consideration. About the mid-
dle of the present month, a letter
was received at this office from
a firm in Great Britain, who
deal extensively in Canadian
phosphate, expressing a readi-
ness to enter into contract to
purchase 20,000 tons of our
mineral, for delivery during the
next twelve or fifteen months,
and on the 14th instant, an ofter
was received by cable for 35,000
tons of 70 per cent. Canadian
phosphate at 1s. per unit with
one-1ifth of @ penny rise. These
facts should be suflicient to com-
pletely upset the Montreal bear
movement, and to prove that
the statements made in the
Gazette, in its issue of the Sth
instant, and reiterated in the
same paper on the 19th instant,
are unfounded, and totally at
variance with fact. Let the
phusphate producers of Canada
avoid middle men who thus
attempt to bring about a serious
injury to this important indus-
try for their own selfish tem-
porary benefit. It has bLeen
stated that the miners who can
forward hut a small output are
at the merey of buyers on this
side, as they canmot ship direct
in small qguantities, but such
need not be the case if the larger
producers will but co-operate
with them, and pool their outputs
for direct shipment. A lctter re-
cently received from Montreal
from a well-known authority on
phousphate mining and shipping,
contains the following :—“ Our
miners need to pay special atten-
tion to maintaining the quality
of their product, and they should
be cautioned not to ship it be-
fore sold, as open consignments
have o bad effect on prices.”

This js good advice, and we
publish it for the benefit of the
phosphate miners of Canada.

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE

In his doal Report for 1388
thus speaks of

CANADA'S PHOSPHATE INDUSTRY.

« 1t i3 not many years ago since Cana-
dian phogphate began to attract notice in
the United States and Europe.  Of Iate
vears Americans have kept a steady
lookout for property in Canada which
they could wwk themselves for the
requirements  of their own nwtovies.
The importance of the fertilizer trade in
its present condition, nnd tho propor-
tions it promises to assume in the near
future, mo tte pnncaipal causes of this
diversion of interest.

When Canadian phosphate first came
on the markef, some eight years ago,
practical men shook their heads at the
bard and unpromising looking material.
Many of the mills then in use in fertili-
zer-works were the bubrstones used to
pulvetize coprolite and other compara-
tively soft materinl. The difiiculty of
grinding has now been overcome, and it
is no longer a source of danger to work-
men and of paiplexity to manufacturers.
Iustead of weing it as they did coprolite,
it is mixed largely with other softer
mateiials, which enables the operating
chemist to first faturate the raw phos-
phate with sulphuric acid, and use Cana-
dian phosphate as a drier.

Being a more concentrated phosphate
thau any other in tho world, it has very
naiurally been sought for to bring up the
acid phospliate fertilizer to high per.
centages of phesphoric acid.

The amount of phosphate shipped
from the Port of Montreal during the
past ecalendar year was, in round num-
bers, 19,000 tons. ‘This industry, in its
production, materially Lencfits the coun-
try gencerally, as the men employed at
the mincs, the teams that haul it from
the place of produdtion, the freightage of
it by rail or boat, the transhipment at
the seabourd and ocean freight, all re-~
present a certain amount of capital ex-
pended by its agency. It is expected
that 2imuv tons will be shipped frum
Canada to Great Britain doring 1884

1 have in previous reports remarked
that the removal by crops impoverishes
the soil and prevents it trom yiclding as
abundantly as formerly, unless the loss
is compeusated by supplying phosphate
fertilizers. In the districts where cattle
raising is.not carried on the absence of
ordinary manure must be compensated
fur by some artificial stimulaunt, and ex-
perience goes to prove that for the pro-
duction of cereals of every desceription,
as well as for the strengthening and re-
newal of worn out lands, no available
fertilizer is known that can produco such
beneficial results as phiosphate  when
subjcct to a chiemical process, and known
to the trade as super-phosphates

The grain cxported from the Port of
Montreal in a single ycar hss been esti-
mated to contain 2,574 tons of phos-
phoric acid, which ijmplics the total ex-
haustion, «n far as phosphates are cane
cerned, of 75,000 acres, the renewal of
which necessitates the application of
some €,600 tuns of phusphates.

United States statistics of commerce
and navigation for 1882-83 show that
1,264 tons of raw, and 7,766 tons of man-
ufncturcd phosphate were imported into
that country from Great Britain direct;
whilst only 254 tons of raw phosphate
were imported into the United States
from Cannda, and it is thought highly
probable, by a mining engincer who has
had long cxperience in the phosphate
industry, that much of the material

which wag mined in Canada and export-
ed to Great DBritain, is returned cither in
the raw ot manutactured conditive to
thy United States. This circumstance
points to the fact that the utmost confi-
dence s placed by American buyers in
the thorough system of inspection of the
raw material in England, which guaran-
tees the standard by careful avalysis,
atd is the only true means by which can
be avoided the sabstitution of inferior
tor higher grades, svhen the raw material
is pmebased in bulk, A veliable nuthor-
ity on phosphates informs me that raw
Canndian phosphates contain 89-91 per
cent of tiibasic phosphate of lime, ac-
cording to the most authentic aunlyss
that we have on record from picked
rnples selected as being the most free
from admixtare with foreign mineral
matter  Cargo samples analysed in
England have returned 85 to 86
per cent. from  Canadian  phospliato
mines,  As  capital increases,  and
the consumption of fertilizers  be-
comes more general, competition will
be keener and our phosphate bearing
districts will be worked to o larger
extent than at pregent, naturally tending
to fmther cheapening of production.
In a comparative table of the analytical
composition of phosphate from tho
various countiies producing it recently
published in the New York Mining
Journul, with the exception ot three de-
posits in the West Tndies and one in
Spain, Canada ranks the highest.  Such
a fact as this should bave the cffect of
causing onr phosphate producers to open
up a dircet trade for the raw material
with the United States, and shows the
advantages which would acerne from
the establishinent in our country of
works for the wanufacture of super-
phosphates.”

Phocphate Quatations.

The existing state of tho mavket
in England and Europe renders it
diflicult to quote any definite value,
at present, for Canadian phosphate,
though the most recent advices from
the former country ave of an en-
couraging nature. The Iatest sale
reported is 1000 tons, at 1s. 3d. per
unit for 80 per cent mineral, with
onc-fifth of a penny down, and an
offer from same buyer for 2000 tons
additional at same price, which is
yet under consideraticn of seller.
An offer was received by cable
from England, on 14th inst., for
5000 tons of 70 per cent, mineial,
at 1s. per unit with oneifth of a
penny rise ; this is equivalent to
about $28.95 per ton for 85 per
cent phosphate mn Liverpool, or $23
in Montreal, with lutest reports that
the market is strengthening. One
thousand tons have been placed at
Iast mentioned figures, and miners
should be cautioned not to disposo
of their ontput until they ave made
aware of the tendency of the market
abroad during the next two weeks.

Rivere dn Lieve Improvements.

The plans for the lock and
other works to be constructed at the
Lite Rapids have been comploted
and are in the hands of the Chief
Engincer for approval. They have
been designed so as to provido for
the ample nccommodation of such
vessels as the navigation of the
river will demand, and all-necessary
fucilitics for the driving of saw-logs.




