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Importance of Apiculture At
E xperiment Stations.

Thbere seoms to ho no inconsiderable
difficulty in getting for apiculture a foot-
hold at our experiment station, andt whsen
that is secured, its tenure generally, so far
as I know, seems to be of a very uncertain
character. Why this should be so. if the
importance of the pursuit is considered,
appears to be somewhat of a marvel.

To be sure the business is not overly pop-
ular, for which state of things two reasons
may be assigned. The first reason is that
the bee will defend its abode with its sting.
To the skilled apiarist this reason lias no
force; do not cattle use their horns to de-
fend themselves ? Indeed, do they not often
use them to gratify wanton anger? But no
one thinks of assignirg that as a reason
why the production of cattle should not be
encouraged. But ignorance sees in the
honey bee one whose hand is against every
living thing, and in its sting an arrow ever
ready at the string and ever laden with fatal
poison. The other reason is Uiat tki bes is
a free conimoner. There are no limits or
restrictions as to its pasture, but time and
the endurance of lier w ng. She gathers as
freely fron the clover and the apple tree of
the envious neiglibor, or the mortal enemy
of her owner, as she doei frorm his own.
The neighbor and enemy behold it with
envy or anger ever magnified by their ap-
parent helplessness. They see in the tons
of honey pdled on lier owner's hives the
measure of the depletion of their own mows
and bins. The light that reveals the bee
getting little but giviug much in the fertil-
ity of the tree and the clover, that shows
lier owner rereiving littie, or nothing, of
value to them, but often heaping up their
baskets and bins, lias not yet found their
oye, Se ignorance again would welcome
the absence of the bee. These reasons give
rise to a third, and that is the small esti-
matios in which the business is held, and
therefore the low degree of its importance.
Some even look upon the bee-keeper as little
etter than a freebooter-as one who would

steal if ho haid the courage and skill.
It is hardly worth while to argue to bee-

keepers the invalidity of these reasons, but
as to one point already mentioned -the im-
portance of bee-keeping -a few suggestions
may not be without their use. I need not
dwell on the magnitude of the business of
bWe-keeping in itself. Most intelligent bee-

keepers appreciate that in some degre.
But, perhaps, it would be well to jog our
inemories, even on that point. Whatoth, r
specialty calls together so nany and su1h
wide-awake conventions as does bekee-
ig? or supports so many class journal'i

or is adapted so generally to all localities?
or whose product is so purely fron what
would other wise be only waste ? It creates
a finished product-a food of the high, st
value both for sustenance and health out
of what is otherwise without value and
must be an entire loss. Bee-keeping ought
surely to stand well with the people in vieiw
of its direct product alone as compared with
other rural pursuits.

But great as is the gain to the country in
the product of bee-keeping, no doubt the
advantage arising from the ministry of the
bees in causing fruitfulness to follow blo3sm
is immensely greater. Anyone vho gives
even a little attention to this matter in the
time of fruit bloom, comparing the fruit
fulness and perfection of fruit of those
plants and trees which have been frequented
by the bees with that of those which from
location or inclemency of weather have been
deprivedl of their visitations during tihe
time of bloom, will readily see that this
ministry, in a great country devoted every-
where to fruit-growing, must be of aliost
incalculable value. Many striking instances
proving the truth of this m7ght be adduced,
but that is unnecessary here, as the readers
of. apicultural publications are familiar
with the subject.

What shall we do with these facts,
clothed as they are with such grave im-
port?

In spite of them Apiculture lias received
as yet but meagre recognition at our ex.
periment stations, or, oftenier, no recogni-
tion at all It is not to be wondered at,
then, that it is unpopular. Let a man.
however worthy lie may be, be persistent1ý
slighted and treated with neglect by a few
of his prominent acquaintances. and how
his reputation will wane ! Why ,Ihould
not apiculture be placed on an equal foot-
ing at our stations with potato-growing
and the manufacture of cheese, w;h the
production of strawberries or seei corn*
The uxperiments carried on in all thsee
things to gain new knowledge calcuhtedte
secure higher success, are invaluable. hnt
they should not be heard to deny the vali-
dity of apicultare's claim to equal recogni-
tion.

Perhaps beekeepers have themselve ptin-
cipally to blame for thecondition of thiig
Their claim will certainly not be allowed
until they themselves feel its justness and
assert it with a vigor and firmness which
can only come from a consciousness of its
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