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s suhject to the unforeseen and irresistible decree of destin),. L is a necessit,, hut

isithout a cause.
T'he existence of evil in the worid has aiways l>een the great stunihling-blo< k of ail

the dutTerent schools of teleoiogists So long as men alone were invoived, they werc

ahie to evade tbe issue by regarding ail evils as punishmients for offences given to gods

whose l)lcasurc %%as assumied to he unknown-at least, ta ail lbui the 1 riesthood. But

as knowledge of nature increased, and men reflected on their ever)ddy observations,

it became manifest that the formis of life below the human were contanily subjected 10

what, from any teleological view, must be regarded as gratuitous suffering. The division

of ail animais into lierbivoriius atid carnvorous was a patent fact ta hu accounîtud for,

as was also the apparent necessity that man should partially subsist on flesh. To be

consistent, it was necessary to convict these innocent herbivores of crimes such as men

were supposed ta have committed against offended gods, aîîd for which ail suffering in

the humran fami y was regarded as a punishmient.

It was ta escape such illogicai conclusions as this that rationalisai first raised ils

lîrotest lit first assumied the formi of necessitarianism, accoonting for evil on irrespon-

sible grourids, and il can scarcely be said t0 liave ever altered its position in Ibis

respect. WVe rnay therefore s ii regard the entire hody of spectilative opplositiontl 1

teleology as constiluting the necessitarian scb ol of phiIabophy.

'rhe necessitarian philosophy, whîle it may flot avoid ail onpleasani consequences,

at ieast avoids ail absurdiies : while sanie of ils leg-itimate deductionq miay be barsh or

ulîpoIlar, they are aI least not iipossible or cantradiciory ;while îbey îîîay seeni

severe or humiliating, îhey are ai leasi flot siupid oir ridiculous. its leading principle.i

have heen alrcady stated. They nsay be briefly suiniiied up as foliiîw, -

Malter has always existed and lias always b en in motion. Ils nioving l)articles

affect one another according to a fixed law weil understood-tbe law of the impact of

biodies. T'he fortis thus prodùioed are the cxistîng abjects in the universe. This un-

ceasîng and beginningless motion produces unceasing anel endiess changc. Every

change of farta resuits in new form, and thus an infinite series of changing formis is

kept Up. Whatever, iherefore, exists, is the particular form of the given linie and

place. It exisis because il bas been produced. Its existence s the mere result of

prevîous existences-of causes in the nature of îhings. Il could flot be other than it

is, unless those prior causes had neen other than they were. Hence, il exists of ne-

cessiîy. Everything is as it must be. The celestial bodiei present the appearance and

posscss the configutratian and constitution wbich we sec, hecause absolute laws

operating from infinity, bave given theni these characiers ai this particular epoch. 'Ihe

îcarth shares in Ibis regimien. Unorganizcd malter, whetber eiementary or composite,

is oniy a partictilar form which il bas been forced ta assunme, Organitation is but a

modification wrought under the same law. The production and transformation of or-

ganizalion is the resoît fî fasbioning cin.umstances. Il is not an external planning

power, or intelligence, tbat adapîs them ta circumstances, but the circumstances tbeni


