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It is, indeed, a little unfortunate that the requirements of
sircet contractors are not studied, a little more than is at present
the case, farmers cither going by their own plough and eart stan-
dards, or the wealthy foreigu or colonial merchant, who wants
great weight of boue, in numorous cases altogether regardless
of its quality. The frequent quotations in the stud columns
cf the agricultural press have in numerous cases another bad
effect, viz., the stimulation of the hopes of farmers who do not
possess the proper sort of brood mares for raising big, strong,
and high-priced stallions, te put them te high-priced fashio-
nable sires. The result in many case is naturally the very reverse
of what was expected. A small, compact, clever little mare
is put to a great big herse, instead of an average eized one,
and the produce is a leggy nondescript. Thin-legged mares
are put to thick-legged stallions, and the happy medium is ex-
pected in the very first cross, as if Nature is to b bribed to
go out of ber course with a big service fee and a tip te the
groom.

The size of the mares, the soif, also the olimate, should
be considered in selecting a stallhon. If the mares are small
and well suited for farnm work, then the breeders should net
try to catch the city dealer all at once. Small compact horses
are inereasing in demand every day, and the market will form
quicker for the breedor of such, and readier than ho will form
his stock for the market. For most farm purposes, too, the
dray-horse is too heavy ; and a medium-sized agrie .Itural
horse, suitable for " chain " work in streets, is a class which
is bound to be formed in time, eo soon as the mania for breed.
iàg heavy herses subsides.-AnOus.

The Walk of Agrieuttural Horses.
I roturn now to my letters, and fld that a great authority
both on Suffolk and Shire herses, writes :-- Pace and action
are very essential, especially wai&ng. To obtain this, I
think the length of the fore-arma and pastern bas much to do
with it-quite as much as tie shoulders. Whatever height the
animal may be, the kne and letlock, bock and fetlock, cannot b
to cluse together ; the longth of the leg should be in the arms
and thighs, which should be well developed and full ofmuscle
-the pasterns oblique (not upright and short, nor too long).

The shoulders should be fairly back, down well te the chest
and full of muscle to the withers, which should be low, and
nût fiee and narrow. A horse thus formed cea both move and
draw, I think.

Next I find the ideas of two rare practical judges, ex-masters
of fox hounds. (1) " Cart-horses with straightstrong shoulders
are good as timb or horses-to start a heavy load or te pull a
railway truck. They cannot travel on land orroad at a very
good pace, and go safely in ruts. But a strong short backed
and well ribbed-up horse is of more consequence than a good-
îhouldercd horse for farm work. Straigitness of sboulder
produces all sorts of lameness in riding or drivitng horses; but
it does not produce the sane lameness in cart.horses. From
having sudden weights in heavy soils, &o., to draw, nearly all
their lameness is behind, from weak back and loins throwing
undue weights on the bocks. O course I am not speaking
of herses with brittie feet or bad feet, whieh go lame with
straight or with good shoulders equally. Another thing which
affects straight shoulders is the difficulty te fit collars so as
not te chafe. Of course all straight-shouldercd horses have
in a certain degree short necks, which rather faveur the ex-
istence of extra power in draught work. Upon the whole,
fine shoulders are more suited te horses engaged in road and
street work than for agricultural herses, and are more noces-
sary."

HEAVY SHOULRR8
(2)" I have heard people argue about shoulders in cart-

horses, and when I farmed largely I noticed most clcarly te

my own satisfae tion, that upright shoulders were no advantage
and always found that right action was as ncedful te
a draught horse as to any other, both in lasting endurance,
and in gcttin.g over the ground. Valking i the pace te look
for in a cart-horse. Judges are too apt te look te trotting
action, ad overlook the walking. Strong muscular-,what
hunting men call heavy-shoulders are wanted, but the more
laid back the botter."

A rare good judge, and one wiho farme largely himself, says:
-" I do net believe in steepness ofshoulder bcing conducivo
te draugit, and if the animal who bas it doces bave kne action
it must be of the pounding sort. A cart-horse muet have a
strong shoulder, but I consider it should be a sloping one,
and then the action(the more in reason the botter) will not
only be frce and good, butwill in any pace get over more ground
than the steep shouldered horse. I am sceptical about the
advantage of enormous heavy-heeled horses for tilling the
land. I like te sec a nearly clean heeled horse with short
cannon-bone. In fact, the nearer a cart-horse ocan keep te an
enlarged cob the botter."

GOOD HIND LEGS.
Another great successful breeder writes (once a Suffolk

mau but now long resident li partibs infidelhum) :-" A
horse with upright shoulders will net compare in walking
with a big load on hlie roads(with ease) with the strong and
ploping-shouldored herse. Horses with thin and upright
shoulders may be botter for fara work,on soils net too heavy,
than ieavier herses ; but they sadly want activty te life
along a load. Depend on it, no herse cen be active with bad
ehoulders, nor with good ones, if his hind-legs are not well
formed. They are all the secret of comfort in riding, pace
in driving. and powcr in pulling."

Next a Clydesdale breeder "l apprues of the ubitque shoul-
der in the draught-horse,as it gives frecdom of action,and does
net interfere with his drawing-powcrs ie any kind of work,

There is another point in the draught-horse that the majo.
rity of English and Scotch men do not agrce about, and that
is the pastern. The most successful exhibitors and breeders,
however, in Englan2 and Scotland are of the same opinion,
that it is one of the most important points. They should b
lengthy, with a proper slope, springy and strung. My reason
for usneg thc terMi lengthy is, that I hardly ever saw them
too long, éspecially in England. As a proof of the difference
of opinion about the draught-horse in England and Seotland,
I believe that there were vcry few, if any, that gained prizes
singly et the Royal et Carlisle would have gained a prize at
all at the Highland Society or any of the lcading shows in
Scotland prieeipally on account of their short, stiff, upright
pasterns'."

OUR ENGRAVINGS.
lanpshire-down ram: of this useful breed I have se

often spoken, that I will only say that the legs of out model
are rather longer than they ought te b.

English dog-cart horse : a fine specimen of the useful and
lasting Norfolk type--the herse from which our engraving
was taken vas 15 years old when ho stood for his portrait.

Sholover: winner of the Derby of 1882. The mare is the
property of the Duke of Westminster,who won the sae race
in 1880, with Bond Or. The course is 1 miles, and the
herses carry 8 et. 7 lbs. =119 Ibs. Only two mares had pre-
viously won this great race during the century which has
elapsed since its establishment.

Poland-China Boar: probably a mixture of China and
Berkshire and chester. White; good fattenem, but lein-
meat is wanted now-a.days, and the Berkshire fattens quite
quick enougi and disitributes its fat and lean more equally.

A&GUS-r 1882.


