. ecast of Italy.
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";Paul m Mehta and Rome.

Acts xxvm . 1—16 Commlt ¥s. "3-5.
o GOLDEN TEXT,

- ‘We kmow that ‘all things work together

éor good to'them tha.t love God '—Rom, viii,,

‘Home - Readmgs.

M Aots XXVlll, 116—‘Pau1 in "Melita, and
Rome.’

T. Luke x., 1-20—‘Nothmg shall..... /hurt
-you.’

..W Marlk. xvi., 9-40—‘Th.ey shall lay hands

© on the sick.’-
Th. Jas. v, 13-20—‘The prayer of faith sha:ll
‘save the gick.” -
F.. Rom i., 1-15—Paul’s great desu'e to visit
i Rome. -
S. Eph. vi,, O-A—I am an Am-bassador in
’ Bonds.’

S. Rom. viii., 16-39—Nothing sepa.ra.tes from

Chnst’s Love.

Lesson Story

The shipwrecked .company all reached the
shore safely, Fortunately the natives of
Melita, the island they had come to, were

friendly and kindly disposed toward them.-
They lighted a fire to warm and dry them .

and treated them with all hospitality.

A wonderful thing happened as Paul was

helping to gather sticks for the fire. A'viper
or serpent; roused by the heat of the fire,
sprang from the faggot and fastened on Paul’s
hand. Now the sting of this little reptile is

- most venomous, causing decath almost. in-

stantly.  Therefore the natives at once -de-
cided that Paul must be a murderer or some
great criminal and that Providence had cho-
sen this way of causing his death. ..Paul,

however,” shook “off the viper into the fire .-

without feeling ‘any harm from it. When
the people saw that the ‘'viper had  not
harmed Paul, they thcught that he must.be
a god to work such a miracle, -

" Publius, .the governor of the island, enter-
tained Paul and his company for three days
" at his own house.

The father of Publius was
very ill with fever and dysentery; Paul
prayed and laid his hands upon him, and he

" was healed. When the people of Melita

heard of this, they. brought many of their
sick friends to Paul to be healed. After
staying at the island for three months, the
shipwrecked party took passage in a ship
called. Castor and Pollux.  The Melitans pro-
vided everything they needed for the jour-
ney, and seat them off with ‘many honors’

After spending three days at Syracuse in
Sicily, they went on to Regium, on the south
X Two days later they landed
at Puteoli, from.-whence the rest of the jour-
ney to Rome was by land. They spent a
week with Christian friends at Puteoli, and
going on, met Christians from Rome who had
come as far as Appii I"orum and Three
Taverns to meet Paul. .

With what joy and thankfulness Paul must

. have met these friends from Rome—Rome -

toward which his heart had so long yearned.
The thought gave him fresh courage after all
his hardships, and he thanked God that ho
at last was in sight of 'Rome. On higz ar-
rival at Rome the prisoners were given over
to the captain of the guard, but Paul was
allowed to live in a house by himself with
us just one.soldier to guard him.

Lesson Hymn.

Give to the winds thy fears;

Hope and be undismayed ;

God ‘hears thy sighs, and coumts thy tears ;
God shall lift up thy head. :

Thro' waves and clouds a.nd storms

He gently.clears thy way. .
‘Wait thou His time ; so shall the. nizht:
Soon end in joyo-us day, - |

He everywhere hath sway, . 4
And all things serve His might;.
His every act pure blessing is, -

- His path unsullied light.

!

“the truth of our Lord’s own ‘words.

When ‘Ho makes ba.re Hls a.rm, : ‘.
‘What -shall His worlk Wlthstand ?-

f* . When He His people’s cause-defends;
A tho who shall stay- Hls hand ? :

Thou comprehend'st Him' not' "r"f_'".""
Yot earth and’heaven'tell;: S R
God gite as Sovereign on Hls thronc—- ’

Ho ruloth all things. well. S

Lesson Hmts. ;i

* Melita, or Malta—a httle island about sixty

miles south of Sicily and about two hundred

... imiles from  the morthern coast ‘of “Africa.

The island wes governed by the Romans at

that time and the inhabitants were.of Africa.n‘
“‘Barbarous people”: —natwes not sav- -

origin.
ages as the word 1mphes now.

‘Viper'—a venomceus reptile with deadly
sting ‘No harm’—God’s . servants are im-
mortal till their work is done. Paul proved
‘signs
shzll follow:them that believe; In my ‘name
shall they cast out devils; They shall speak
with new tongues;. They shall take.up ser-
_peats; and if they dnnk any dea.dly thing it
shall not hurt them; They shall lay hands. on
11:he sgc){ and they sha,u recover —-(Ma.rk xvi,,

7, 1

‘Hea.led him" -God worked ma.ny mn'acles
through Paul, that he might wx’ch power pro-

claim the go.»pel

‘After three months! —November December

and January. :

‘Castor and Pollux —The Twm Brothers,
A constellation” supposed to be specially fa-

" 'vorable to sailors.:

‘Syracuse’—a famous and ,wea.lthy city of
§1c11y ‘Fetched a. compass,’ took a round-
about way.

‘Puteoli'—on. the bay of Naples a busy
commercial town.
~‘Appii Forum’—still over forty miles from
Rome, but near enough to make Paul’s heart
throb with gratitude. - ‘Rome’—the capital at
tha.t time of all the cnnhzed world

Search Questlons.

Tell how Paul was delivered ﬁ‘om dea.th
on four different occasions.

Primary.Lesson. -

A sHip to sail safely must have thrce
thmgs—a chart, a compass, and a pilot. A
chart is a map or picture of the way to goy
showing where the rocks and unsafe waters

_are, so that they can be avoided; and show-

ing the quiet ‘waters, the safe way for the
ship to go. A compass points north ‘and
south, east afd west, and tells in which di-
rection the ship is sa.ilmg

A compass would be_useless without a
chart or without a pilot who knows the way.

Our souls are like little ships on the great
ocean of life. Our conscience is the compass
that points out the way we are going. The
bible is the chart that shows us which is the
right way to go and how to avoid the rocks
and other dangers. The Holy Spirit is our
pilot and guide, teaching us the meaning of

the chart and steering our ship safely along.

A great many people have tried to steer
their own ships simply by their congeience.
But the compass is useless without the chart
—the compass may tell us that we are sail-
ing north, but it ‘does not tell-us what dan-
gers there are in the north and how to
aveoid them. "It is not safe to sail without
a chart, conscience alone is not a sufficient
guide. A heatheb may- follow his conscience
and yet be living a very wicked life.

Many Christians are trying to steer their
own ships along toward heaven. They havo
the compass and.the chart and they feel
themselves quite safe. They know that they
will reach heaven safely at last, even if they

do run on a few rocks and get a good- deal.

battered -on the way. They .are doing the
best they know how, but they lack some-

thing. They lack the.full understanding of

the chart, they are sailing without the Pilot
who knows the way and explaing the chart.
Our Lord has sent his Holy Spirit.on purpose
to guide us safely through life. If we let
him take charge of our lives, all will come
right, for he will Jead us in Just the way
God wants us to go. .~

Those who try to steer by the compass
without chart or pilot run into - dangerous
waters and generally come to grief-on some
rock or other. The only way we can be sure
of keeping safely away from the rocks and
dangers of life, is to ask God to guide us

. every day and all the tlme by His Holy

Spirit.

T H E M E s's D N GE R. I A i Y

h]

.SUGGESTED HYMNS., ~ = = -

* ‘Praise Hlm' Prais¢’ Him !” ‘God movea
ina mysterious*way,’ ‘Oh, God, our Help in
ages past,” ‘When the storms of life,’ ‘Throw
out the Lifeline,’ ‘God will ta.ke care of you.'
Sea.rch Questions

" Acts xxviil, 1-16.

. While a man’s life is in danger h‘(s geo-
graphical position. is not.thought of. Verse 1.

The barbarians were courteous- though’ 1g-
rorant and superstltlous Paul’s bands min- -
istered to his necessities, and the outcome
of his miraculous faith. struck terror into the -

‘hearts of the heathen. Verses 2-6.

They who recéive ‘God’s servants. in His
pame will'in no wise lose thedr reward. Ver-
sos 7, 8.

‘When, Jesus' has found - you tell others the
story.’ Some will be- attracted and’ won'for
the King and the reflex influence wxll be re-
freshmg “Verses 9, 10.

‘Many a kind word has been said a.nd ma.ny
a-loving deed performed of which thé only .
record is in ‘Heaven.  Verses -11,-12. .+ .

How exhilarating to the weary pilgrim, to
find here and there on his- upward, path , a
fellow traveiler with whom he may hold
sweet communion. Verses 1315, = -

Paul, though -possibly small in stature and
unattractive in his physical features, .was
the possesscr of a gigantic intellect, strong
convictions and .deep spiritualily. Hence.
verse 16, also Acts 23, 24,

Twerton, Ont.

Answers to Search Questlons

The answers-to these are very good: this
month, Some are so much better than
others that we have again divided them info
two classes. There are still those who send
too many or too few a.nswers for one month

at a time. We would ask ofr friends to'be = -

careful about this, as it causes extra work
and is apt to put them in the second list in-
stead of the first. Some of the answers are-
clearly and beautlfully written, others are

"almost illegible.

Among thoze who have sent in the best
papers are’: Emma Moore, Louis G. Hamil-
ton, Mary Lydia Crisp, Vlo!et Haley Good-~
win, Leila Dnflin, Lizzie C.Brown, Cora May
Sider, James E. Gray, Btta M. Rogexa, Helen
Bentha.m

HONORABLE MEN T_ION.

Mrs. P. Harper, Kate H. Moorehead, Jen-
nie Ross, Elizabeth Ann Craig, Helen deW1tt
La.urenee, Ella C. Anderson, Maude Peach
Emma Killam, Grace D; Allan. :

Grace D. Alla.n sent in a good papcr foa
July; and Emma Killam one for August.

Christian Endeavor Topic.

Nov. T—Influence—why to get.it,.how to
get13it1 how to use it—Deut. 20y 1-9; Matt.,
Junior Prayer=- Meetmg Toplc.

Nov. 7—How can we got mﬂuence and how
should we use it ? Matt. 5: 13-16. "

sy

Regarding Sunday-schools, says a Nebras:
ka writer, I am far from echoing the cry,
‘ The old days were better than these.’ That,
could not be, in any movement, in which,
man is trying, however haltmgly, to keep it
step with the Almighty., But-did not those
days hold much which we have neglected
to take with us.? Notably, the practice.of
memorizing -Scripture. A mind stored .in
childhood with God’s very words is supplied
against the needs of a lifetime with an armor
of ‘defence_ against the. adversary;” and the’
sword of tho Spirit wherewith to resist him,
strength in time of weakness, assurance.in
doubt, comfort in sorrow.
children—these restless, irrepressible crea-''
tures—into cach of whom he has breathed"
his divine life, and there, though'hidden un~
der levity or 1nd1fference, it sleeps, -await--
ing the awakening voice of its Father, heard
through his Holy Word. 'No human utter-

ances have this power which abides in the -

words of him who said :— My word shall
not return unto me .-void ; but it ishall ac-
complish that which I plea.se, and shall pros-

per in the thing whereunto I sent it.’

REET N

These are God’s - .



