
M E SS E N GE R.

LESSON III.-Jan. 17.

A Multitude Converted.
Acts Il., 32-47.

(Commit Vs. 38, 39.)

GOLDEN TEXT.
Tie promise is unto you, adid to your chil-

dren, and to all that are afar off.-Acts il., 39.

LESSON STORY.
Peter was preaching to the Jews who Lad

crowded to see and hear the disciples, upon
whom the wonderful gift of the HoIy Spirit
had descended. He first reasoned with
those wvho had accusel 'the disciples of
drunkenness. He explained thatrthis was
what ti.e proÉhet Joel had prophesied long
before, 'And it shall come to pss in the last
days, saith GodI, I'will pour out of my Spirit
upon all flesh : and your sons and daugh-
ters shall prophesy . . .. . And:-t- shall
come to pass, that whoEcever shall cati on
the name of the Lord shah be saved.' ' He'
then began to preach to them about Jesus
of Nazareth, saying that they had seen the
miracles God wroughtthrough Hlim, and that
they knew the prophecies David had spoken
concerning Him, how Darid spaië of the
resurrection o1 Christ, and how the disciples
were ail witnesses of the -resurrection of
Jesus, after the Jews had cruciflied Ilim,
thus proving .Him -to be the Christ, the long
expected .Messiah. And the people were
mightily convicted and began to ask Peter
and"t.he rest of the apbostles vhat they should
do. Peter replied : 'Rel:ent and be bap-
tized, evéry one of you, in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins,.and
ye s.hall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost,'
and with many other words he testified and
exhorted thern to be saved. Three thousard
gladly believed and were baptized that same
day.. These ail, continued steadfast, and'
those who had possessions sold them and
shared vith those vho had nothing. Many
wondhs 'aiïEsig'ns werà dnié 'by the dis-
ciples,. and numL:ers. were added ta the
Church: daily.

LESSON HINTS.
Peter's .ermon was addressed to the

Jews, .who were well verse:1 In the Scrip-
tures. He quoted to them the prophecy, of
Joel concerning the outpoufing cf the Spirit.
and the prophecies of David concerning -the
Mesrsiah, -provng Jesus at Nazareth, vhom
they hac crucified, te be the Christ whom
God had raised from the dead. The dis-
ciples. were aIl witnesses of the resurrection,
tbey having Eeen hilm many times after he
rose from the dead. Thereforc, heing ex-
alted ta heaven at his ascension, and liaving
received the promise, which lie bad often
mentioned ta the apostles (Johi xiv., 26 ;
xv., 20 ; xvi., 7,13 ; Acfs i., 4), 'He hath shrel
forth this,' the Holy Ghost, 'which ye now
see and hear.' Perbaps the fiery tongues
still rested on tie disciples, and certainly
they could hear the different tongies in
which the.disciples were speaking.

'David is not ascended,' his body is still
in the ground, therefore he bad not been
speaking of himself when he said, 'The Lord
said unto my Lord, sit thou on my right
hand, until 1 make thine enemies thy foot-
stool,' therefore this same Jesus was proverd
Lord and Christ.

'When they beard this'-that they had cru-
cified their long-expected Messiah, 'they
were pricked ta the heart'-conscience-
stricken at the tbought of their part in.the
matter, 'and- said . . . what~ shall we
do ?' It would lie well if every sermon
were forceful enough to cause anxious in-
quiry at the end. This seems ta have be-
come an inquiry meeting in ivhich the tali
became personal with aIl those who were
anxious for their soul's salvation. 'Peter
said unto them, Repent'-turn fron all sin
with a genuine sorrow for it and God will
remove it frorm us 'as far as the east is from
the west.' 'Be baptized,' as a testimony ta
the world and as a symbol of the washing
away of sin. 'In the nane of Jesus Christ'
-ta show that we are now under his con-
trol, and henceforth must live as His repre-
sentatives bere on earth. 'Ye shall receive
the glft. of the Holy Ghost'-tbe Dromise is

ta ail those who receive Jesus as their Lord.
'As many as the Lord our God shall call'-
every one who hears the gospel message.
'With many other words did -he testify and
exhort'-the whole of Peter's sermon is not
given here, probably he gave-his :own per'-
sonal testimony as to the power of God in
changing his.own heart. 'Save yourselves,'
te coitinued ; giie Christ "the right of way
in* out hearts, that h-inày s'ave you. This
untoward generationV-not tending toward
God, as 'froward,' away from Gcd.

'They thát gladly received bis vord'-thea
gospel everywher'e brins 'gladness and, joy
ta those who accept it: 'Were baptized'-.>
they complied' witli ail the conditions laid
down for them., 'There were added unto
them about three thousani souls'-these may
flot ail have heard Petew's sermon ; those
who heard and believed may have gine
straightway ta tell their friends the gladi
news of the gospel, as Andrew bad first,
found his own brother, Simon, and bronght
him te Jesus. 'They continued steadfastly'
-it was no momentary enthusiasm, no new
and interesting theory of which they soen
tired ; but a real, living fellowship with a
real, living Saviour. 'In the apostle's doc-
trine'-the apostles taught them da.ily the
things pertaining to the kingdomn. 'Break-
ing o! bread'-partalcing of the.Lord'a sup-
Der: 'In prayers'--praying together, public
prayer bas .many advantages; the Lordsgave
special'promises ta those who agreed ta-
gether in prayer, and promised that 'where
two or thrice are gathercd tagether in my
name, there am I in the midast of theni'
(Matt. xvili., 20) ; at the Eame time we muist
not forget private prayer, for the moment
vie begin te omit tbis most important of al
duties we lay ourselves open to ail kinds of
temptation.

'Ail that believed were together, and had
-ail things in common.' This ideai state of
the arly Christian Church was only pos-
-sible where the people were all of one mind,
and.all filled with the Holy Spirit, that there
might be no jealousy, no laziness, no shirk-
ing of duty. Socialists sigh for this Utopia,
secrningly ignorant of the fact that this klind
af a commonwea.1th, without the people lie-
ing ail of one mind, would become but a ref-
uge for ail those who could not earn an bon-
est living. 'Gladness and singleneas of
leart--cha.racteristics of truie Christians.
'Praising God'-a Christian's life should he
one long hymn of praise ta the Giver of ail
good gifts. 'Having favor- with ail the peo-
H pp. Jeus bad 'favcîr with rcc and man.'
Ha.ppy-ilearted pcEple are gc .nerahly, love.i
by alL 'And the Lord added to them day
by day those that were being saved' (R..).
The good work goes on ; tlftre are daily re-
joicimgs in heaven over the sinners.who re-
peut and are Eaved through the p-recious
blo of Jesus.

Suggested Hymns.-'The Morning Light la
breacing,' 'All hail - the power of Jesus'
naine,' 'There is a green hill,' 'I kcntow whom
I have believed,' 'I hear my dying Saviour
say,' 'Awake and sing the song,' 'I will sing
of my Redeemer,' 'Sinners Jesus will re-,
cei ve.'

LESSON HYMN.
'Whosover heareth ! shout, shout the sound!
Sond the blessed tidings ail the world around!
Spread the joyfil news wherever man is

found
'Whosccvcr will may come.'

Whosever cometh need not delay;
Now the door is open, enter while ye may:
Jesus is the truc, the only Living ay,

'Whosoever will n:ay come.'

'Whosover will,' the promise ls secure;
'WhoSoever wil,' forever shall endure
.Whosoever will-'tis life forevermore,

'Whosoever will may come.'
ILLUSTRATION.

Mr. .Moody tells how somce divine has
pictured Peter preaching on the6 day of Pen-
tocost. A man pushed his way throigh the
crowd, and said, 'Peterc, .do you think there
is hope for me ? I amin the min wbo made.
that croewn of thorns and placed them upon
Christ's brew ; do you think He will save
me ?' 'Yes,' said Peter, 'whoscever sha-l
eall upon the naine of the Lord shall be
saved. You are a 'whosoever' ; if you cali
He will hear your cry. He will answer
your prayer and save you.'

Another man pushed bis way up antd said
ta Peter, 'I am the man who took that reed
ouit of His hand and drove it down uponihia.
cruel crown of thorns, sending it iita Hi-s
brow; do you thinki He will -save me ?'

'Yes,',snid Peter, 'He told us ta go into the
world and preach thegospel ta every crea-
turc, and He. did .not mean any ta be left ôut;
salvation is for you. He did not c-me to
condomn men : Hoe came ta gel His arn
under the vilest sinier and lift him up ta-
ward heaven?

-Another man, elbowing Lis way through
the crowd, pusbed up ta Peter and said, 'l
am the Roman soldier who took the spear
and drove-it.to His.hearrt, when.there cama
blood. and water ; do you- think there is
Lepe for me ?' 'Yes,' anwcred Peter,
'there's a nearer way of reaching His heart
than that : 'wh'osoevor shall call upon the
name of the Lord shall lie, saved.' And the
Roman soldier might have cried ý then. and
there, and might hava obtained forgiveness
and salv'ation.- If the Lord heard the cry
of those Jerusalem sinners, -whose .hands
were dripping with the blood of-the- Son of
God ; if He heard their cry and saved them,
do you not think He will hear you and.save
you?'

Joinirg the Church.
In the Sabbath-school the child iemor-

izea and studies the Bible, learns the beaudi-
fui hymns, is -impressed by the prayers.
Even those who know nothing of the swcet
influences of the Christian home learn what
it is to lbe a disciple of Christ. Uncon-
sciously,* as the years pass by, the Spirit of
the Lord is directing them. We do not
know when such children are converted. At
what age should they be .influeanced ta uniit
with the church ? Three-fodrths of aur
church-mGmbers unite while young. Somic
ehildren have-as clear and. decided religioun
convictions at twelve as others have at li-
teen years. * A girl of twelve desired ta con-
fess Ghrist. 'Are you not too young ?' vas
the question put to ber. 'I know I love :.he
Saviour,' was the reply. How many young
people from teve1v ta seventeen years Of
age, gorme of them Christians, others trying
ta lie, drift from our Sabbath-schools and
are lost ta the church bi-eause they are not
individually importuned ta profess Christ?
How can such be lnfluenced ?- Most of these
are conscientious. They fear they are 'rot
converted,' or are 'not good enough.' Lot
us teach children over and over again what
conversion is. Fcr a child ta accept Christ
a.s his Saviour and determine ta live a Chris-
tian life, that is conversion. It may have
taken months or years to reach this deci-
sion. Lot lim-understand .the'-HAly Spirit
is kcading him ; it will male him more car-
i-st ani ýtiouightful. Lot us malze.the moat
af tur ppcrtunity whiie the cbiid is lu this
state of minci, and by our continued persona
interest the child's faith will be strengthened
and he will lie moved te take his stand on
the Lord's sid1e.-Alice Cooper, in 'Morning
Star.'

InfluenCe of a Worshipful
adTeachier.,

Older and younger scholars alike will be
largely affected by their teacher's bearing.
A worshipful telacher often makes a wor-
shipful scholar. A sincere seriousness, a
prayerful attitude, as well as a prayerful
spirit, earnestness and feeling in using and
teaching the Bible, careful attendance at
church services, with invitations ta the
schiolars té do the same, a sense of the real
presence of God, and a constant confidence
in the -power of the Spirit, a hearty present-
ing of Christ as the personal Saviour for
each scholar-all these characteristics of a
worshipful spirit do not falil of notice by
the scholar, and do not- fail eventually of
insplring hlm with a vorshipful spirit. A
teacher withiout- these cliaracteristics muist
confess ta a great lack.-'Sunday-School
Times.!

Gairiing Familiarity With the
Bible.

Occasional Bible drill during, the general
exercises of the Sunday-school is a good
.thing. . Let the superintendent select be-
forehand a few brief passages from various
parts of the Bible. At the appointed time
let him call upon different classes or indi-
viduals ta turn ta theze passages one by
one, as rapidly as possible, and ta read
them. In this way familiarity vith lithe
Bible and a. knowledge of the location of its
zev'eral bcoks will lie promoted. If the
pascages Eelected have a bearing on the les-
son 'of the day, ail the better.-'Sunday-
School Times.'
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