
A GRICULTURAL EXHIBITIONS.

the Hon. Adam Fergusoîî. The Presi-
deîît's prize of $120 for the best stallion
wvas taken by Thomas Blanchard, of
Toronto Township, w~hile for the best
saddle hiorse Mr. E. C. Jones, of Tor-
onto, w~as the successf Il con testan t.
The Canada Comipany's prize fdr wheat,
am.ountinig to $ioo, wvas awvarded to
Mr. J. 1B. Carpenter, of Towvnsend,
while R. L. Denison, oi Toron to, took
the saine Company's prize, amnounting
to $24, for the best i 12 lbs. of fiax.

1 quote the Examiner f'or a fev re-
marks. It says: "'On Tlîursday and
Friday mornings the show \vas opened
with ain imposing procession of seve rai
thousands, liorses to the number of
eighty, and cattie of the different

c se, incluiding Durham, Devon and
Ayrsbiire buils, cowvs, horses, oxen,
etc., besicles a large nunîber of car-
riag-es anci horsemien. Thle procession,
which xvas preceded by a band, formed
on the Courity of Yorkc Show Grounci,
near the gaol. The display of horses,
as it mioved along Kin-, Yoige and
Queen Streets, to the Exhibition
Grounds, \vas perhiaps the miost at-
tractive si :lit to agriculturists at least,
and xve doubt not also to citizetis, that
wvas to be seen during the Fitir."

Five more yea rs passed away before
Toronto wvas again visited by the Pro-
vincial Exhibition anîd iii that live
years many important, even steartlingl,
changes took place. Up to that dat e
it had been the custorn wvhenever sucb
buildings wvere required to accommno-
date miachinerv, ;ig-rictultural procluce
and other articles unsuitable to be
shown ini the open air, to erect wooden
buildings on the site chosen for the
Exhibition, and these wvere renioved as
soon as they xvere no longer useful.

In 857, thoughi, a nev' departure tdJok:
place and the building known at the
time as the Crystal Pilacip wvas erected.
This stood about 500 yards directly

south of the centre dome of the Pro-
vincial Lunatic Asylumn ; as nearl:v a.,
possible the centre ot the building was
situated wvhere the IKin- Street viaduet
begins on the east. Tiliere wvas really
v'ery little glass used iii the construc-
tion of this pavilion, il wvas crystal in
little cIsc than naie. I n il s centre,.
on the -roundi floor, NNvas a large fé-un-
tain, in the basin of which ditring, ther
week that the Exhibition wvas openi,.
golci and silver flh were placed, and
there tbey swvai about to the great,
amusement and deliglit of the younger
portion of the visitors to whom, even
then, it bad already developecl into a
very great show. It is not necessary
for me to go into thle historv of the
decadence 1of the Proviniciail,-and the.
risc of -%vlîat-ve niow know as ilie 111-
dustrial Exhlibitioni. The latter is a.n
outcomie of the form-e-, which, as the
country developed, hacl outgro\vn its
usefulness ; it was too strong, for To-
ronto auid tic district immnediately su'r-
rounidinge it, and not strong eniotigh for
the wvhole of zlhe Province, consequenit-
ly, local exhibitions andl fairs ini the
sm-aller towns wvere instituted, andl
these towns graduallv' %vitlidrev their
support fromn it.

Iii this necessary fragrmentarv ad--
dress 1 have only been able to give an
accotint of the early Exhibitions iii
the most sketcby maniner. 1 have been
compelled to omit the namies of manv
wvortby agriculturists and public meni
w~ho wvere associated xvith the develop-
nient of these earlier showvs, and wbio,.
iii that and otlier respects, rendered
splendid service to their country.
SIionîc any person, thoughi, ivho bias
heard me, be at aIl desirous of obtain-
ing furtlier facts 1 shahl be deliglited
upon lus applyiuîg to nie eitlier person-
ally or by letter l0 supply lîim %v'itl ait
the informuation tliiat 1 possess.


