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THE FUTURE OF THE FUND OF BENEVOLENCE.

At the last Quarterly Conmnunica-

tion of Grand Lodge, Brother Clabon, -
who then appeared for the first time

since his resignation of the post of
President of the IFund of Benevolencee,
‘made some few remarks as to the po-
sition of that fund, pointing out that
something like 2,000(. had been spent
Jast year in excess of the income.
T, hile he did not oppose, but rather

supported generous gifts, Lie reiainded |

-Grand Lodge that a continuance of

such practices must of nccessity lead

1o the ultimate extinction of the In-
vested Fund  (which now amounts to
something like 45,0001, and he there-
fore felt 1t was time some provision
was made to meet the deficiency.  He
personally suggested the inercase of
the quarterages paid by brethren to

the Fund—in the case of London
brethren, frow four to six shillings a

year, and in the case of Provincial
brethren, from two to three shillings

—but as no notice had been given to

Grand Lodge of any alteration being
proposed, and further, as Bro. Clabon
was desirous that brethren in all parts
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Grand Lodge would be in a position
to discuss thie subject.

That some alteration in the Consti-
tutions which affect the Fund of Ben-
cvolence should be made, the experi-
. ence of the more immediate past would
scem to demonstrate, but whethey the
course now proposed by Bro. Clabon
is the riglt one is matter for consider-
ation. We, like the brothier who has
given notice of his intention to bring
the matter formally before Grand
Lodge, should be sorry to deprive the
Fand of Benevolence of its power to
rclieve applicants in as tangible a
manncr as their gircumstances might
warrant, but at the same time we very
much question if the time has come
for an increase in the amount of quar-
_terages—not because the additional
tax would be begrudged, but because
we think it a mistake to ofter further
, inducements to unprineipled persons
. t0 join the Craft.

It has long been wrged on behalf of
Freemasonry that it is not a benefit
society, while, on the other hand, it
"has been argued in many quarters

should have tiwe to consider the ques- ' that the exceptionally larze grants re-
tion, he had adopted the cowrse of ' cently made from the Fund of Benevo-
mentioning his intention to bring the | lence really places it on some such
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which time he hoped the members of * brethren who form the Board. Some



