
A NIGHT IN À~ STAGE COA OH. 6

confined me fo my bed for six weeks,
and whcen aftor thre months 1 return-
ed to New Yorkc from the West, I was
confronted vitli the announcement in
the merning Héral of the marriage of
Stephen Downs and Miss Ellen Jewctt.
TIhen it wvas that for the first tirne the
thouglit occurred to me that 1 was the
victimi of a villainous, decp-laid,
sehienie te rob me of theî dearest prize
on earth. Stili, hiero was my father's
wvil], whichi disinheritcd me of the
major portion of his propcrty anil giv-
in- it to my adopted brother.

"6Suspicions -and doubtful of ail man-
kind, 1 foit it my duty to investigcate,
and for that purpose calcd on ene of
the detectivo a4gencies for the purposo
of unrave]ling ic mystcry.

"Wýhcn I statcd ?.dy casc, the deteet-
ive asked me:

à' Dd you give auy renson for Miss
Jewett to break oir the engagement?'

-"'Nono in the world.' DC
44'Yen are, satisfied shc loved you?'

"' And yen think she wvas actuatedl
by a belicf that y-ou bad been guilty of
seine aet that outtrafged lier sense of
propriety?'

4"'I think She would flot have breken
thc engagecment if sIc lad flot bclieved
me g-ilt•llof Sonle meau let.'

"'1 And yen lovcd lier?'
"' As My life, and do now%.l
'-XVhy didn't yeoi go te lier and

seck a personal explanationP'
-' 41ias tee prend, ind feit kt would

be tee humiliting-tlien My fathcr's
death, and bis w'il], threw me inite a fit
of sickness from which 1 amn just re-
covcring.'

"' wiuil, vour pride, las broken two
hearts-yenrs amibes, said flic de-
tective, 'fer ne (Ieubt, soxue villain
peisoned hier mmid gintyen; in fact,
invented thxe reports wýhil shie eiaimied
slIc lad hecard about yeu, and did it for
thc purpese of supplanting yen in lier
affections. The man that did that ne
deubt forged your father's ixame te a
wvill wvbicÊ disinherited yen and made
himsclf the ]loir te your father's prop-
ert.y. R-ave yen senrchcd for your

"Have yenl any of your father's fur-
nituro in your possession?'

"'Oenly my father's office furni-
turc.'

-"'TIen let us go and searel tînt.'
4'That QffD1ynnbn we went te mv

roonis, and in a secret drawer eoft
desk used by iny father, we foibnd his
lost will, madle just bofore 1 lcft for
Europe, m,,kig cr i s heir, wvith a
proviso that I sbould pay ten per cent
of tIc Drotits of the estate ta Stonhezi
vewns ror twenty vears, -after which,
if 1 was alive, ho ivas te have twenty-
tive tbensand dollars in lieu of a dow-

r "M'y feelings when 1 rea .d the ivili
can botter be imangined tI an described-
1 askcd the dettcti';e wý it I shouli
do?

"1'Arrest him, of course,' said lie,
6and send hlm, te sing Sinm.'

"6'Ah, but thoe is Eilene Jcwett, she-
is happy; she believes ber husband tot
bc hoest, and tInt I arn thc guilty one.
Let it bo se, I wvil1 net disturb lier, at
least fer thc present.'

Ir, ol,' iinittered the detective.
elI will think oecr it; geod night, t:

said te hi. C
"I1 did tbink over it for a, menth-

threc monthis, ani SURl retainedi ther
wvi1l in xny possession. 1 became soli-
tary, shuned socicty. and l'eit hike oner
alenle iii tIc ,verld. I ceuld neot turx
the ebjeet of My afrections eut inite flu
'werld and imalze bier a convict's wife.

"Thc wvar broIe out. 1 Nvelccmne&
the chance te drift into a chuannel of
e-,xcitement, raised a Company and
joined our regfiment.

-The geovernulent sent a commission
ns major te Steplien Dowvns, ho being- a
West Peint graduate, and ordered him te
jein his ceminand. 1 now feel happier
fer tînt one net LIa if I owned tha
entire carth.

"Oh1, Ned! there is a supreme gratifi.-
catien, a supernatural joy at tIc Mo-
ment of death, from the meunor 'y o! the
goed deeds wc have donc during- llf
IL prefer te carry tInt one aet te0 My
God than ail the Nwealth of mankind.

As le spek-e, a pricst camne up and
said:

662yson yen speak well; 1 hope.
yeur nets bave been equally geed.'

We withdrew a, few paces te permit
thc pricst te, administer the dying rite.s
of hid religion, after wvhich theceaptaiii
beckoned te me te draw near. Every
moment miade it more difficuit, for hn
te breathe, and tIe muscles of lis face
slowed thc intense pain lie sufferedL
Making' an extra effort, fie opeaed his
cent and took from an inside peeket a
parelmeat like paper, and lianded
te me, and said:
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