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Spraying Suggestions for 'the Apple Grower
S. C, Parker, Secyo Nova Scotia Fruit Growersý'Associatiou, Berwick, N.S.

THE necessty of spraying withfungicides and insecticides to in-
sure a crop of marketable apples

is almost universally conceded by grow-
ers.- Occasionally one is found who
says he does not spray and yet his apples
are as good as his neighbors'; with such
as he it is of no use to argue, one can
only say "Ephraim is joined to his
idols, let him alone."

Admittinig that spraying is a necessÎty
to the progressive fruit grower, he is at
once compelled to decide. on his "poi-
on. " Two year ago when the writer of
thîs article was called on to discuss
sprays, the well-tried bordeaux mixture
was the flrst and only thing mentioned.
Learned discussions as to the merît cf
four-four-forty as compared
with three.-three-thirty could >

be heard in every gatherîng
of apple men. It is often
said that the farmer is slow
to change his methods. With
the up-to-date orchardist
such is not the case. Con-
vince hlm of improved meth- 4
ods and no man will seize
the opportunity more quický-
'y. -

In the spring of 191o,
ninety-five per cent. of the
sprav used in Nova Scotia

practical' experience'we fo'und no dîfficul-
ty in mnaking an article just as good as

any commercial produàct. A boiling plan
can be fltted up at a cost of a ývery few
dollars, and a good stock solution that
.Will test twenty-eight degrees -to thirty,
degrees Beaumne, cari be prepared in a

few hours. The commerciail product
costs us from twenty to twenty-five cents
per gallon, while the saine quality made
ini a small way can be turned out by the

growers at less than haif that price.
Some manufacturers will try to con-

vince the farmer that boiling lime-su1 -

phur is a very intricate process, and that
the amateur will meet ail kinds of difi-
culties. This is hardly the case, as any
praetical man can prepare a couple of

hundred gallons of 'stock solution in a
day, and save fifteen or twenty dollars
for his time and trouble.

QItEÂT IMPROVIFMENTS

Nothing more strongly marks the pro-
gress of spraying than the improvement
of spraying outfits. About fifteen years
ag'o the -writer bought and used bis first
spray pumfp. This was purchased on
-the recommendation of Prof. John Craig,
then the Horticulturist at Ottawa. The
pump was of cast iron, no brass fittings,
had ten feet of hose, with an iron 'nozzle
fit for a small steamn engine. Extension
rods were unknown, and we used a rake
handle tied to the nozzle to get the ele..
vation. One season 's experience with
this crude outflt settled the question,

and fungus and bugs had
possession for the next few
years. Then we tried sev-
éral makes of hand pumps,
and found with improved
nozzles and barnboo exten-

x. sion rods that satisfactory
work could be done, and fun-
gus controlled. I


