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THE FRUIT MARKS ACT.

HSimportant bill vas passed by
the House of Commons and was to
corne into operation on the ist of
July, i901, but uufortunately for

tbe fruit trade of Canada, and for every
bonest fruit grower in Ontario the thing
bas been almost nullified by the Senate.
This body, evidently ignorant of the im-
portance of clauses 6 and 7, actually took
upon tbemselves to cut out 'what had been
vrorked out by the wise heads of the Ontario
Fruit Growers Association with the assist-
ance even of tbose larger buyers and specu-
lators, -wvhose operations wvere likely to be
rnost Iargely affected. Indeed it was not
tili after two years rnost careful thought, in
cornmittee and out of committee that the
provisions of the bill vere perfected lu such a
manner as to aive liberty to ail, and yet
provide that the man Nvho ivas -Willing to
have bis goods subject to inspection niigbt
adopt a certain brand wvbich meant a certain

,grade. The folowing are the two sections
ivhicb bave been struck out by the Senate
and wbich are tbe chief and most important
ones lu the bill:

6. No person sbah ll or offer, expose or have
ina bis piissesson for sale any fruit packed in a
closeci p3ckage, upon which package is imarked

A No. i Canadian " iznless sucd fruit consists of
wchI grown specirneus of ont varlety, of sounci. of
nearly uniforrn size. of gooci color for the variety,
of normal shape-and mot less thazi ninety per cent-
free £romu scab. worm boles, bruises an d other de-
fects. andi properly packed.

7. Noperson shalseli. or offer, expose or bave
ini bis possesson for sale any fruit packed ina a
closed ipackage, zpon which package is marked
thegrade -11Z.. 1 Canadjin" unlcsssuch fruit con-
sists ne specimens of oziq variety. sound, of fairly
uniform size and not lqss ;ban eighty percent. frec
frgrn scab, worm holes, 14ruisc& and other defects,
andi properly packcd.

Now by these sççtions a grower mnight
contract with a buygr ini England for a cer-

tain number of barrels of apples of grade
No. i Canadian, a grade well defined,

making the packages subject to inspection,
and the buyer could with confidence niake
such'purchase without seeing the goods.
This would develop a trade in apples along
a new liue, because any grower who- could
put up a few barrels of such defined grade
would have a marketable commodity, which
would command at certain price, and he
would not be at the mercy of tbe apple
buyer and speculator.

We d? not tbink the venerable Senate of
our Dominion bas in this case sbown that
wisdom that sbould be betokened by their
grey hairs. We close t'hese remnarks by
adding a copy of the bill as finally amended
and assented to by the Senate aîad. House of

Commons.
z. This Act may he cited as The FruU' Marks

.Act, 1901.
2. This Act shall corne into operation on the first

day of july, 1901.
3. Ina tis Act. unless the context otherwise re-

()%Te expression 4,ciosed package " means a
box or barrel of whièh the contents cannot be seen
or inspected when such package is closed;

(b.) The expression *'fruit" shal! flot include
wild fruit

4.Every person who, by hiruseif or througb the
agency of another persan, packs fruit ina a closed
package, intended for sale, shall cause the package
to be marked ina a plain and indehible inanner, be-
fore it is taken frmthe premises 'where it is
packed,-

(a.) with the initiais of the Chris'ian narnes, and
the full surname and address of the pacizer;

(b.) with the name of the varlety or varieties;
and

(é.) with a designation of.the grade of the fruit.
.,. No person sha sel], or offer. expose or have

ira bis possession for sale. any fruit packed in a
closed package and intended for sale 'un.ess such
package i5 marJced, as required by the uext pre.
cedinçr section.

s. 'No persan sbail sal, or offer, expos;e or have
ira bis possession for sale any fruit packed in a
closed package, upon which packcageis marked any
designation which represents such fruit as of finest,
bcst or extr good. quality, unless such fruit consist
of -well-grwn speciens- of a nc vaiioty, sound, of
cearly uniforru size, of goodl color for tht varicty,
of normal shape and not l'ss than ninety per cent.
freà froru scab. worm holés, bruises andc other de-
fects, and properly packed.
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