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Agricultural News and Comments.

For several years at some of the leading horse
shows in the United States there has becn consid-

-erable dissausfacuion over the judging. The Rider

and Driver suggests that the exhibitors be allowed
to select the judges, and believing the scheme to
be practicable has opened 1its columns o public
opmion on the matter by takmng a vote of its
readers. There may be sumething in the sugges-
tion and it mught be a good way to relieve the
management of exhibitions from responsitnlity 1n
selecting judges.

A special bill has been introduced into the Brit
1sh House of Commons having for its ohject the
regulation of conditions under whiehi dogs can be
kept.  This law especially regulates the keeping
of dogs 1 towns and cities and gives power to the
authanties to serze all dogs not weaning collars.
It also provides for the registration of dogs and
for forcirg the keeping of dogs under control.
Tins should prove a wholesome law. If the law
governing the keeping of the same kind of animals
in Canada were made more strict there would not
be so many sheep * worryings ” reported.

Farmers in Great Bratain are looking for betier
prices for their meats this year than last. In 1897
the numerous s.rikes caused depression but 1t s
hoped that no such contingencies will anse this
year. Durning March the best qualuy of English
heef was bringing 614 d. per pound. Mutton holds
its price better than beef ali the year round, but
that commodity as well as beef is always more or
less affected by slaughtered stock.

Germany has 402 beet-sugar factories ; Austria-
Hungary, 205 ; France, 348 ; Belgium, 111 ; Hol-
land, 31 ; Russia, 239 ; and Sweden, 6:. It will
thus be seen that in many other countries hesides
Germany the making of beet sugar is an important

&

indus'ry  Recently B-Igium sent out nvitations
to the other powers of Furope mviting them to a
conference on the suhject of the sugar bounties,
‘This conference seems to be hanging fire and may
not accomplhish anything.

Counsiderable interest 1s being taken m the
Western States 1n the growing of Kathr corn. It
was witroduced frum Africa in the early 8o's, and
1s specrally adapted for districts where drouth pre-
vails.  ‘The roots are lung, reaching to a depth of
1% to 20 ches, and the plant seems to have the
puwer of sustaming useif thoough long dry spells
hy a kind of suspended amimation, stopping growth
duning such scasuns and begioning agamn when
rams come It s valuable as a forage plang,
and 15 now known to be valuable as a human food.
Kaffir corn meal makes delicious gems and de-
lightful pancakes.

It 1s generally biheved that the domestcated
horse has ex.sted frum time immemonial—-that 1s
the earhiest time of which we have any record.
Assyrian sculptures, some of which are estimated
to date from 4200 B.C., contain more representa-
tions of caparisoned horses than even men.  Sull
it is a long tume after this before we have any ex-
amples of favorite horses. The famous horse,
Bucephalus, is as histoncally real as tus master,
Alexander the Great. This 15 the first authentic
example of a favorite horse on record. Others
are mentioned but they are somewhat legendary.

Pound Butter Prints for the British
Market.

The Rural World, of London, England, draws
attention, in a recent 1ssue, to the report of the
Secretary of Agriculiure for the United States,
which points vut that there are indications that
with some effort printed buiter and small packages
for family trade nmught be successtully introduced
into London. Commenting on this, it says .

** This 1s a poine warth the attention of our Canadian
friends.  There ¢s no «aestion that our consumers buy, as a
rul , ia small quanutics, and that they would naturally pre-
fer to buy a 1 1b. or 3 1b. roll ur pnnt thaa a 1-1h. ot 4-1b,
piece of butter dumped down on a piece of paper from a
tub or barrel.  \Ve should, of course, prefer that the RBrnish
pubhic should supply th's batter to ou: consumers ; but, if
anyhudy ouiside vur shores is 1o do so, then we prefer our
own kith and Lin to the agricultunists of the Mates.”

There can be nu doubt that there 1s an opening
for a trade wuh Great Britain 1n butter put up n
prints of a size suitable for the fanuly trade. The
United Sates 1s evidenily piving sume attention to
the matter, and why shouid not Canada? ‘e
woud certainly get the preference over our
Amenican neighbors, as the above extract shows.
The preference for this trade to be supphed by
Canada rather than the Uined Sates shouid
touch a responsive chord here. Though we do
not go very much on sentiment in irade matters,
stll it 1s pleasing to note the growing desire on
the part of our kin acruss the sea 10 be supphed
with foud products by the colonies, and especially
by our own tair land. Truly Canada’s opportunt-
ties for wmproving her trade wnh the Mother
Cuuntry were never so great as they are now. If
we do not make the best use of them 1t will be our
own fault,

The Dominion Appropriation for
Agriculture,

In the esumates brought down by the Hon. Mr.
Fielding at Ouawa last week, we notice that the
appropriation for Arts, Agriculture and Statistics
s reduced from $357,200.00 for 1897-98, to

$332,000.00 for 1898 g9, a decrease of over $zs-
000.00. As the three wems are lumped together,
we are not prepared to state definitely how much
this reduction affects the direct estimate for agr-
culture. It may be taken for granted, however,
that the appropriations for arts and statstics do
not vary much from year to year and consequently
that the reduction 1s made largely in the estimates
for agriculture. ’

If this be true, the reduction is to be regretted.
Canada’s great agricultural resources are just be-
ginning to be recognized abroad and any retrench-
ment of expenditure that would tend to hinder
developing them to the greatest extent possible
would be very unfortunate at this stage in our his-
tory  What we need for the neat ten years 1s a
vigorous and progressive agniculiural policy.  Agri-
culture has many and vaned branches, and not
one of thewt shuuld be allowed to retrograde in
order to save the country a few thousand dollars,
The opportunitics fur developing our export trade
in food products with Great Brtain were never
greater than they are to-day, and it 1s the duty of
the government to take advantage of these op-
portunities and make the most of them for the
Canadian farmer,

There should be no retrenchment 1n the way
of providing adequate cold sturage facilities both
on board the cars and boat fur cunveying all per.
ishable food products frum the producer to the
consumer in Great Britaui.  Arrangements should
be made so that all such products can be sent
forward quickly and by the shourtest route pussible,
The very existence of our butter, dressed meat,
fruit, and egg industnes, depends, upon these being
maintained 1n as cfficient a siate as possible.
Then there should be no retrenchment 1n the way
of educating our farmers to produce not only the
kinds and qualuy of fuud products requuied for
the British markets but as to the style and size
of packagein which such products should be sent.
There is absolutely no use in endeavoning 10 de-
velop our export trade s food products unless
the producer unders ands the needs of the mar-
kets and the kinds and qualities of products suit-
able for this trade.

It may be said that the education and tratnng
of our agncultunsts s a duty that devolves
upon the Prov:nual Government, and we beheve
that to a very large eatent this principle holds
good, and should be adopted as far as possibl .
But the Domiulon Government has taken upon
uself to do a certain amount of this work, and to
s end has establisiied the expenmental farm
system. I'he present government, however, may
feel that it 1s nut responsible tor the acts of its
predecessors, and that 1 1s not its duty (o pursue
an aggressive policy n this particulr lne. The
fact remamns, nevertheless, that the expernimental
farm system s still tn existence, and has a record
for good, substanual, helpful work in many of 1ts
branches, and on the whole has been of great
benefit to the agncultunsts of the Dominion.

But those who understand the situation thor-
oughly will agree that there 1s room for better
wark i some of its depastments.  ‘The live stock
interests 10 connection with the experimental
farms have never received the attention their 1m-
portance in the country demands. "The stockmen
are looking for something being done in ther
interests, and whether it be a live stock commis
sioner or a professor of animal husbandry, it is
about time that some effort were being made to
place the live stock interests at the experimental
farms on a proper footing. Then, the beekeepers
have asked that the apiary department be placed
on a better basis, and in fact, at their last annual
convention, passed a resolution recommending a



