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JourNAL is not to be credited with the origina-
tion of these societies, it wasin cordial sympathy with
them, lent a hand in their formation, and is trying to
further their interests in every legitimate way. At that
time some Canadian farm and stock publications,
since dead, were not then born, and others of them
have been abls to maintain a struggling existence by
dint of the sinews of Bload Bitters and similar com.
pounds, while still others of them have grown fast
into respectability. IC the life career of each is to be
Dased on the **survival of the fittest,” we are content,
for as in the past, we are calmly determined that, un-
der Providence, the CANADIAN Li1vE-STOCK JOUR-
NaL shall continue to be recognized as the leading
agricultural journal of Canada.

We have not considered it our duty to snap
at this, and grin at that, and bite a third, 2nd snarl
at everything progressive, and denounce it asa ** spec-
44 ulation,” that we might catch the ear of second and
third rate farmers, under hypocritical pretence of
guarding their interests. We have shown our sincer-
ity in the advancement of the interests of agrizulture
by the encouragement of everything in the line of pro-
gress, our cnemies themselves bearing witness—that
is, if we bave any. We have not shown our good
will to our farmers by denouncing the Board of Agri-
culture with the pertinacily of an iil tempered old
woman, and hammering away at the model farm with
the same old sledge hammer dug up duriog a personal
row at the college, monotonous in the eternal same-
ness of jts sound, nor by hindering the grandly useful
work of importing good stock by always condemning
it.  We have done it in a more tangible way. Ours
is the only journal agricultural or otherwise in On-
tario which has furnished the farmers with prize Jsss
of the leading shows of Oatario, and we ask our farm-
ers to remember it.  We are justified in asking this
at their hands. It is not the mere act of priating the
prize-lists that we ask them to remamber, but the
principle at stake of dgroring the farmers’ interests,
which is involved by agreeing nof 1o print these lists,
Ours is the only journal in the province which hasgiven
from month to month a summary of live-stock news
gathered from many lands, and ours is the oaly jouc-
nal where the live-stock inen of ail the provinces maet
at club, as it were, in the stock notes columns, and
there discourse of things common to atl.

The policy of the JourNAL in the future, as in the
past, consists almost altogether in positives. The
policy of some jiurnals seems to consist in ncgatives.
Stabbing at dead Caxsar’s body because it is filled with
wounds seems to affurd them congenial .work ; bat
Journals which deal with ncgatives caa naves be pro-
gressive.  An unending growl whines hrough every
page, which duves nobody good, whichcan make au
body better.

We waat vuz policy to be asfearless as our cuurage
in proclaiming it, and our courage in proclaiming it as
fearless as our policy.

We still make war upon the whole scrud domain.
In this thirl campaign which we are about to
close, we are only the more determiaed in the fourth,
which we hope to open, to intensify cur effurts for
their extermination. This infituation that robs Oa-
Azario alone annually of $105,020,00 must be de-
stroyed.

A herd, stud or stock book for the Dominion, for
all the breeds that are numcrously kept in it, is an-
other line of our policy, and only onz¢ for each breed,
“The Ayrshire breeders have fallen into the mirc from
which the Shorthorn breeders have just extricated
themselves, and our views, given, we trust, in no un-
certain wy, were made public in our last issue.
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Better shelter for stock, better food both in summer
and winter, and better facilities for watering, will still
reccive that attention which their importance deserves.
And following in the wake of these we will still urge
the brecding of better stock. e shall continue to
gather latest news regarding what is important to
stock-keepers from the corners of the carth. We shall
continue to Insert notes from the keeper of but one
good animal free of charge, il the sender is only trying
to improve, and we shall continue to welcorac infor-
mation that may be of general interest from the very
humblest sources. The JOURNAL knows no ‘¢ Whang
the miller ” policy. -

We shall urge with even greater importunity the
duty of farmers to provide their sons and daughters
with a moce Jiberal education in things pertaining to
their calling—to provide them with the book of sci-
ence as well as that of practice, and to set them trans
lating from both of these at thesams time, Weshall
more strongly proclaim the necessity of young farm-
ers whose school days are gone, to turn the future
into a school for selfamprovement, and to aim to
shine each in bis effort for solid attainment. We
still maintain our loyalty to the Ontario Agricultuxal
College, reserving, as wehavealwaysdone, thefreedom
to criticise its shorl-comings as occasion may require.
We shall give prominence to what is important and
useful in the line of agricultural invention, and we
invite implement mca to scot us notices of their
achievements on the same footing as. the stockmen.
The farmers, the stockmen, and the implemeat men
are only wings of the one great army, and they sub.
serve their own interests best by combingng to advance
the common good, rather than t, unduly enlarge one
segment so 2> to mar the rotun' ity of the whole circle.

Our fiiendliness to the cheese and dairy interests
increases, in view of the magmificent work that the
Cheese Dairymen’s Associations bas accomplished,
and of what the Butter Dairymen have commenced ;
and we confidently hope and believe that the contri-
butions from the new Ouatario Agrcultural College
dairy professor will prove of great value o the dairy
interest. .

Our list of contributors from this and other lands
will ba increased, and the effiLiency of the JournaL
in every panticular will be sustained and advanced.

Our friends will bz glad to know that the JourNaL,
planted but three year>ago in the deep fiee clay loam
svil of hunssty of purpose, resting un a bottom thor-
oughly underdrained by strong desise to advancs the
true iaterests of agacuiiate, and to du su when possi-
ble withuut wouad.ng the feelings of any, has grown
apace. Ithas shut quite abead of s liude bruthers,
and we ask vac and all 16 help us to make i a tower-
ing tzce, the branches whereof shall Ali lhc whole
aguicultural domala, and in the shadow of which the
weary agriculiurist may always hod refieshlul repuse.

While we do thank and most sincerely, every onewho
has aided us in increasing our circulation, we still ask
of them oot to selax theie cflutts. Two bundeed and
seventy thousand farmers ia Qatano alons, without a
distincuively agricultucal paper, is a surcow(ul state of
affairs, and one which every person should fecl ita duty
totry and improve. It is withia the province of each
10 send the name of one subscriber, and by so doing
the benefit that accrues is wutual in the end, by the
gradually clevatiag process sesulting from the scatter-
ing of rays of light.

Before we address you, our readers, again, through
the columansz of the JOURNAL, every one of you shall
have eaten his Christmas dinner, ani gone through
the festivities of the New Year's seasun. We hope for

each of you that this year that peace of spirit without
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which no festivity can be truly joyous, may greatly
abound, and that when anotber holiday season shall
come again at the close of the year that is yet unborn,
we shali have the privilege of rencwing our greetings.

Remember the Herdsmens

Qur different agricultural societies, it may be, do
not discharge their whole duty to the herdsmen who
do so much toward making the shows a success in
their own quiet way., Many are the expressions of
sdmiration from visitors as they gaze upon one and
another of the beautiful specimens of the different
breeds in the various departments of live-stock, who
only enquire for the name of the owner without ever
thinking of the line upon line course adopted by the
herdsman during all the days of the previous year, to
bring them to their present state of perfection. Itis
only right that the owners should get a large share of
the credit, as it is thei: capital and enterprise that are
the mainspriogs of the work, but the snepherd also
should share with them, when his patient painstaking
bas been the means of winning prizes for them, 2nd of
thus not only adding to their fame, but also of paviog
the way for their material advantage.

As it is, the herdsman may be the means of winning
a hundred prizes, and his name never is heard of, The
owner, who may not even know a good beast, gets
all the credit. True merit should be recoguized
wherever it is found ; and if the skill of shepherds and
herdsmen cuable them to fit beasts that carry prizes,
it is worthy of suitable reward.

agricultural societies in arranging prize-lists in the
future, remember the herdsman, in some of the sac-
tions at least, as in the herd, flock and pen prizes,
and so arrange that a share, or better still, an addi-
tional premium go to the herdsman., The sum need
not be large, the important feature in reference to the
former consisting in the advertisement which would
thus be secured to him.

Ore of the crying wants of this country isa suffi-
ciently numerous staff of competent herdsmen, and
auything that may have a tendency to increase the
numbet is worthy of attention, In Britain, the course
that we have suggested is practiced at several of the
leading shews, and the diploma there given is, it may
be, of more value than the sovereign accompanying it.
We know of some feeders in Canada who have been

|cmploycd from vear to year by parues who were

bound to win, 10 fittiag up the show herds, whosenames
are nevet meauvned an the press.  They are always
employed in erecuang scaffoldings on which other men

| clamber up to fame. la such a case, where they .do

this wurk so well, it would be a puty of they were not
kept atite  But the wuild should kavw of their ca-
pabilites, aad they have a right to reap all the advan-

| tages that would flow frum such publicity.

S —
Amongst Our Friends.

I hiok yows Juocknat well worth the moacy 4. aoy farmes,
and much more 50 to stock raisens.” Henry Plumsteel, Clinton,
nt.

“1 am well pleased with the Jovrnar. lts make-up and

k l matterare first-class. 1t will be well worth preserving for refers

| ence in the hereafter."—William Armstrong, Jermyp, Ont.

* Your Journal comes regularly to hand and is a valuable
publication."—J. H. Cavanagh, New Glassgow, N, S

" I am glad to sce the Journat still prospering 3 it shouid,
as it is a first-class paper."—Robert Ness, Howick.

HThe JournAL is a welcome visiter, and every number is
eagerly read, It is doubtless the best work of the kind in the
Domimon."—A, B. McLean, Goderich.

11 wou'd not be without your JourNAL for four dollars, let
alone one. —Mark Pearson, Weston, Ont.

In view of this we would respectfully suggest that .
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