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Til-' C\MIELS 0-' TIll-' DESERT.

THE' CAMELS OF THE DESERT.

W,*r- HE camel lias been called the ship of
S the desert. It is a very quiet, patient

creature. In the East, caniels are
more useful than horses, because they

W can stand the hot, dry wcather.
They are made for the desert, hecause they

can live for a long time without cithier food
or water. They can travel for fiftccn liours
without being very tired, going at the rate
of five miles an houi. Five miles an bour
secis very slow, but when it is kept up steadily
fi.r fifteen hours good time is made, after
aIl, for that is seventv-five miles a day, and
a horse would lot lhke to do that very long.
In .\rabia, sometimes, thlere is a terrible storm
of hot w6ind, mi.xcd with sand. It is called
simoon. The only thing to do is to cover your
fatre, with cloth and lie with your face to the
gr >ind till it passes hy. Horses perislh in

thiese stormns in great numbers, bccause tley
do not know wlat to do; but camels 1hg their
noses into the sand while the wind is blowing
past, and so escape. There is poison in this
wind and, therefore, if youi breatie it you are
apt to die. Camels carry wîater in a ponch
inside and sometimnes mien, when dlying of
thirst, kill the poor creatures to get this water.
We are told of a general who wanted to mardi
his army across the desert where there was no
water. Ilc vas told that the only thnmg hie conld
do was to take a great iany canels with hîni
and kill them by degrees wlen the men wantel
water. le did this, and crossed the desert
just as the camlcs were killed and the men
began to get faint for water.

The camiel always makes us thmnk of Ihblc
lands, of .\brahami, Isaac and Jacoh, also of
Joseph and his brethren andi many others.
They are building railroads non% in the East,
iand the camel will not lie uised so muclh in long
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