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that a lcson here and there is to be
dovetailcd into the hooks. to give
thcm a scml)lance ofheng Canadian.
Ncithcr (10 I belheve that Indian
leends, stories of m. .. y herocs who
have (lied on Canaian soll, nor even
'ke:<hes of battlcs that have becn
hought, are suthcient to entitle thcn
to be called Canadian. Surelv the
.;7(,)Oo boys and girls in our Pubhlc
Schools shouhl lcari something more
about their native land than the
siphIle fact that our country wasat onc
time the thcatrc of war between the
Inglsh and the French, and ait

a.nother, bctween the F.nglsh and the
Anericans. Somcthing more is re-
qured. WVhat shall it be ? Have wc
not almost illimitable forests? Arc
not our mines practically exhaust-
less ? Is not our soil as fertile as any
in the world ? And our climate, has
it any superior ? Do not our waters
abound in fish and ou: forests with
game ? Is not the sccnery of the St.
Lawrence, the Muskoka region and
the upper Lakes as fine as any in the
world ? Have we not municipal and
and educational institutions that com-
pare fa"orably with those of older
countries ? to say nothing of our
manufactures, our commerce and the
various industries scattered through-
out the different Provinces. And
yet, if we turn over the pages of our
authorized reading books, do we And
any of these subjects presented with
a fair degree of fulness ? Are they
not more conspicuous by their ab-
sence than by their presence ? The
great majority of our children finish
their education in our Public Schools,
and I can see no reason why they
should not be taught more concerning
our own country, its resources and
capabilities than has yet been done.
I have unbounded faith in its future,
but I cannot help feeling that the
publishers and editors of our school
hooks have overlooked many things
that are of very great value to us as

('anadians. There is certanlv room
for improvement in this direction.
To meet otr present ants. less
cxplaminng the nature and ftnctiors
of our municipal institutions :ad ,ur
local and federal l'arliaments should
find a pl.re in our books. I n short,
our children should Ie taught to
know how we are govcrncd, how
and for w't purpose taxe% are col-
lecrted, and how justice is adminis-
tered. These matters arc of great
iractical value tu the your.g, and
when treated of in a general way, can
he easily understood. This is Ten-
dered necessary by our system of
local self-government. "oon these
boys and girls will enter upon the
active duties of life, an- it must be
apparent to every thoughtful per-
son that it is better to have (hem
understand th, things than to iave
their minds filled with much that
now finds a place in our reading
books.

The leading thought in the pre-
paration of these books secms to be
to make literary men and women of
our children, or to fit them for some
of the learned professions. Ve are
too miuch influenced by examinations
and too little by the necessities of our
every day life. Our reading books
deal too much with the things of the
past. There is an idea quite pre-
valent that, for a person to be con-
sidered reasonably well educated,
he must have an intimate knowledge
of the language and history of Greece
and Rome, no matter how ignorant
he may be of those of his own
cou ntrv, and of his duties as a citizen.
The pursuit of this knowledge may be
very pleasant and attractive for those
who have the means and inclination
to pursue it, but for the children of
the workingnan, and the farmer,
sonething of a more practical nature
is required. Some of the things I
have already mentioned should be
taught in our Public Schools, and this


