
¢ili fS niÌ Q1cv'b citliCre. Philosophy. Farmer's sons in Canada generally
devote the winter to study either at the Common
ISchool in their own neighbourhood, or at soie

.MPORTANCE OF SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE TO PRAC 'public Seminary. No subject wouild open such a
TIC.u, I .l, A4D of PR1ACTICAL KNOWLEDGE TO lield for useful or interesting observation to the
bcIL1TIFIC MEN. farnier as Chemistry and Natural Philosophy ;

Ctontina. none certainly would call for so frequent appli.
.yain-seiqentific knowledge amongst the la- cation as the principles of these Sciences. The

boîrmni classes would ele% ate their calling, and whole process of vegetation, the germination
dcemany mistaken parents to educate their of the seed, the growth of the plant the composi-

sns lor meclhaies, mmî,at of thrusting them iito lion of the seed and the plant. the soi and manures,
tie over crowded piofessions. are all appropriate subjects for Chemical inves-

Tit the legal and mnedical professions are too tigation. Ilence would follow the inquiries
niuci crowded nîeeds. no demonmstration ; the proof What kinds of soils are adapted for the growth of
is blot'ie every body'. s face. Tuo many practition- particular plants ? vhat maiures ? what culture ?
ers in botht law and medicine, are without prac- what rotation in crops, if any ? A few facts vill
tire. A.tew tlhe more fortunate, peihaps the older, show the importance of a better knowledge of the
Or- muore learned, or best knunn , enjoy most of science of agriculture. 'ie object of agriculture
Vie business, and leave the others witlont even is, of course, to obtain the greatest quanititv of
a compelenlce unless derived fron some oiter graim from a given plot of ground. How does il
sotomce. Lt is estimated that in New Yoik there happen that often there is a luxuriant growth of
aie some 700 or SO ]au% 3 erb inid înearly as many1 straw and but little grain? As, for example, in
Doctors. Of those there are 150 whose annual the culture of fine pliable straw for Florentine
receipts are noui more ·than £100; anuother 150 ,hats. That kind of culture which will produce
v1ose receipis are about £60 ; unuther 130 with particular kind of straw, is very different from

receipis of £30; and still antother 150 whose re- that which will produce the greatest amouit
ceipts average not more than £8 per annum. This of grain. Rotation of crops is found in all coun-
estimate may be drawn in too dark colours, but tries to be absolutely necessary ; but in many of
i have taken it frora a uoik published in New. the new colonies of America wheat has been
York. The remaining members of these profes- gr own for a century on the same fields. Why this?
sions are, of course, iii the receipt of very large Again, crops are not always abundant in propor.
incomes. Thli. may be regarded as a fair pictuîe tiuni to the quanity of manure, even though it be
of te reality in all oveigrown cities; in smaller of the best kind and the culture the most careful,
towns and country places, there wuuld not be so during a season the most favourable. Fields
great a disproportion of professional men. whichf have become unfitted for one kind of grain

A change, hovever, is taking place in public are not unsuited for another.
opinion.- On this subject the New York Spectator Circumstances are constantly occurring to the
says: -" Iii ilte United States, a revolution is farmer, which thwart his best calculations. But
proceeding with respect to this matter, which will they are all subject to fixed and irrevocable laws;
quietly, but surely tend to beneficial results. The and were the practical agriculturists familial with
Bar is ino longer ihe resort of the ambitious youth the principles of chemnistry, many of these difli-
of unr country. The mechanical departments are culties would be solved. Very little progress can,
preferred ; theie are now thirty young gentlemen however, be made in the application of science
in this city, who are serving their " time " as to agriculture, while so powerful prejudices exist
ship-wrights, architects, carpenters, &c. In a among the farmers. Perhaps another generation
few years the Uniited States will have thie most must arise, carelully educated in all the principles
accomtplished mechanics in the world. A new of science applicable to the growth and culture of
class is springinmg up who will put the present men plants, ere any important change can be expected.
in the shade. The union of a substantial educa- The principles of natural philosophy are of vast
tion with meciainical skill, will effect this. In- importance to farmers, in the erection of buildings,
deed already we could name some mechanics the construction of roads, bridges, mills, mill-
wlio are excellent mathematicians, acquainted dams, &c., all of which are done, in whole in
with French and German, and able to study books part, by the farmersof anewcountry. Thewheel
in hose languages cnnected vith their vocations. and axle, the screw, the lever, and all the mecia-
Heretofore fond fathers were wont to educate their inical forces, are brought into constant requisition.
sons as doctors or lawyers, to insure their respect- I have often been exceedingiy pained in observ-
ability and success. That day is passed. Me- ing young men, farmers' sons, vasting their time
chanics will take the lead, and in a few years will over the dead languages, or some other pursuits
supply a large portion of the State and Federal equally useless to them, instead of studying che-
Legislature." mistry and natural philosophy, the principles of

Sucl is the language of one of the first papers which would be required every day of theirlJives,
of New York. Sinilar sentiments have been Hluman life is a journey; and men should carry
expressed in other and influential parts-and for- with them just what they will Tequire, and not
tunate would il be for hundreds of young men of burden themselves with a Latin dictionary and
the present day, if they vould follow such advice. lIorace, when they need the axe, the lever, or the

I would most eaniestly recommend the sons ,chemistry.
of farmers who intend to follow the pursuits of, Il every department of life, even the most
their fathers, to btudy Chemistry and Natural humble,such knowledge would beof incalculable
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