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frequently occur; and on thefe occarions they arc

obliged to go as far fouth as the Prefidio of Lo-

retto before th..'y crofs the gulf of California, and

then proceed along its eafiern fliores, northward,

to their deffination, even-though it fhould bc to

the city- of S-ý'Fee, the capital..of Ne Mexico.

This city was founded in the beginning of the

lafl century, +- ut the ti' e when the Count of

Monterrey waiviéeroy of New-.Spain; it is gar-'.

rifoned with five huhdred men only, and it is

faid to bc fituated in the fineû country that

America affords, nearly under the meridan of

Loretto' and the parallel. of port St. Franciféo

between which port and S1ý' Fee, an. e.xtent.'of

abolit iôo leagues, the Spaniards have endea-

voured ta effed a communication by land, thougà

hitherto unfuccefsfully; their labours having beca

conflantly defeated by the obftrudion of the lofty

range of mountains exifting betwèen NewMexico

and the fea coa:R. This projeâ, however, is.not

intirely abandoned, though little hope was enterm

taïned of its accomplifhme.nt.

The Spaniards, in doing.thus much, have only

cicared -the way for the- ambit'iou.z enterprizes of

thofe maritime powers, who, in the avidity of

-commercial purfuits, may feek to be benefited by

the advantages which thé fertile foil O*f New AI-

bion feenis calculatéd tQ afford. By the'for.ma-

tion of fuch eflabliffiments, fb -ýçvide from each-
pther,


