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frequently occur ; and on thefe occafions they are
obliged to go as far fouth as the Prefidio of Lo-
retto before they crofs the gulf of California, and
then proceed along its eaftern fhores, northward,
to their deftination, even-though it thould be to

' the city of S* Fee, the capital of New Mexico.

This city was founded in the beginning of the

- laft century, alout the time when the Count of
Monterrey was viceroy of New Spain; it is gar-

rifoned with five hundred men only, and itis
faid to be fituated in the fineft country that

- America affords, nearly under the meridan of

Loretto and the parallel of port St. Francifco;
between which port and S® Fee, an extent. of
about 160 leagues, the Spaniards have endea-
voured to effec a communication by land, though

- hitherto unfuccefsfully; their labours having been

conftantly defeated by the obftruction of the lofty
range of mountains exifting between NewMexico
and the fea coaft. This pfojcé’t, however, is not
intirely abandoned, though little hope was enter-
tained of its accomphfhment -

The Spaniards, in doing-.thus much, have on]y

- cleared the way for the ambitious enterprlzes of
¢ thofe maritime powers, who, in the avidity of

commercial purfuits, may feek to be benefited by

the advantages ‘which the fertile foil of New Al- A

bion feems calculated to afford. By the forma-
tion of fuch eftablithments, fo wide from each
other,
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