
17TRE FAITHFUL WIFE.

Many there were who advised Mrs. Harland to return
with ber children to ber parents, who were in affluent
circumstances, but she still cherished the hope that

he would yet reform. I pray daily for my erring bus-
band," she would often say, Il and I feel un assurance
that, sooner or later, my prýyers will be answered ; and
I cannot feel it my duty to, forsake him." But on this
evéning, as shé sits thus alone,- ber mind is filled with
thoughts ôf the past, which she cannot help contrast-

ing with the MI'serable -present, till- -ber reverie is
interrupted by the sound of approaching footsteps,

which, she soon recognizes as those of ber hui9band
she is muchsurprised-for it is long, very long, since

he bas retùrn'ed to his home -at so early an hour-and,
as he enters t& room, ber surprise. inemues when

she perceives that he is perfectly sober. As he met
-ber wondering gaze a kind expression reeted upon his

countenance, and he addremed hez saying I do not
wonder at your astonishment, dear Mary,'when I call
to, mind my put misconduct. I have been a fiend
in human shape thus to, ill-treat and neglect the best
of wives; but I have made a resolve, 1 God helping'

meý that it shall be so no longer." Seating h;mself by
ber side, he continued: If you will Esten to me,
Mary, 1 wiR tell you what cawea me to, form this re-
solution. When I went out this evening I at once
made my way to the publie bouse, where I have spent
so, much of my time and money. Money, I had


