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Sooke |
ch rivers, on the West side, gravel
ind slopes rise to 250 feet above
v and extend back over a mile.
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Jordan
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I of an average height of 1,6¢0 heavily timbered. There i8 a rise of only
Ut 6 miles long and wearly two|about 200 feet in this extent of twelve

At| fcet in one mile and €0 to 150 feet wide.
two settlers here

ACTes | the West end of this hill I came to
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man called *“The Duatchman.” has
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'S 4nd steep ravines,

| but quite um-| i4
miulte impracticable | six

appears to be | through a narrow -gorge of trap rock for
as far as

. to the Cowichan river,

Jmountaln near thig stream,
a splendid view |the main Gold river joins the East branch.

€ was very rough { !
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D. R. IRVINE.

Mr. Irvine is as fol-

5% . B roposal | Along the South shore for the first two and
*"“f.l “Q‘.E‘Ifte;lnmeRé%;.g)vogog_ a half miles there is & cIiff of Lasalt rock

The

from 100 to 200 feet high, with flat land
extending back for a mile or more from
the top. The North shore is low, there is
one rock cliff 50 or 60 feet high about 114
of lake.

On the North side of the lake, about half
way up, there is a deep bay with low
shore, and from herc Mr. J. King informs
me there is a gradual and easy descent,
without any interruption, to the coast at
Duncan Bay. :
On the opposite shore there is another large

H

or miles. The river enters at the N. W.
end of the lake. It is a large stream 200
v| feet wide, and ‘with a slow enough current
+ | to allow us to pole a heavy raft up it for

There is very rich low alluvial land round
this part of the river, probably a mile or
more in width, but covered at present with
nearly impenetrable brush.

Timber is good all the way up tia valley.
round the shore of the |

a few hundred yards.
Three miles up the river from the lake
small stream joins it from the N. W

1-
a

miles to the North. Mr. King tells me this
AN EASY PASS

S | the river takes a great bend to N., N W,
S. W., S, and 8. E. Itruns through grav-
ely flats rising 60 to 80 feet above the
V| water on the North side and lower on the
At the end of eight miles another lake
met with, a beautiful piece of water|
running
0| North and South: height 590 feet. This
€| shows a fall of only 80 feet between the
Mr. King has
lake to the other, hoth
in a dug-out canoe, with Iitt e

passed from one
2| up and down,
difficulty.
The upper lake s surrounded by cliffs and
Il mountains of trap (basalt, felsite and dio-
ite), but there is a belt of low land from
200 to 400 yards wide ali round the West
sLore.

Two streams enter at the South end of
te lake, one the main Campbell river, still
a lare~ ‘ream 150 fcet wide, at the South
east corner, while at the South point an-
other stream enters with a stretch of al- |

€l most dead water a mile long, which we |
were able to pole our raft up. |
About two miles from the lake the West
ranch joins the main C(ampbell river,
coming” from thé 8. W., while the main
‘alley runs 8. E. to Buttles lake, which
lies six mile from the forks: of the rivers |
§

I followed the valley of thé West Dranch |
For about twelve miles up
lake this valley presents a

FINE LAND |

the

r| gradual rise, and the soil is fine alluvial
loam and vegetable mould with gravelly
flats here and there and fragments of
eravel terraces and mounds on each side.
The timber also is very fine, fir and cedar:

in diameter. The valley is bounded most
of the distance on the North side by a|
8 | precipice of rock from 600 to 800 feet high,
of Dasalt, diorite and felsites. ©On the
f| South side high mountains, steep but wood-
ed. slope down to the level ground. Alto-
gether there must be at least 8,000 to 10,000
cres of good land in this valley, but al'

s miles; Here the valley narrows and the
iver runs between gravel banks some 60
bout haif a mile.
Further on ‘the stream runs round the
South side of a low rocky hill 100 to 200
feet 'high. I followed a narrow pass round
5| the North side of thig hill, rising about 90
The rocks are still basalt and felsites. At
ANOTHER LAKE,
.| three-quarters of a mile long, with steep
| rocky ciiffs round all the South side and ex-
tending a quarter of a mile along the
North shore, where they recede and leave
a belt of low ground. This lake is joined
by a short arm to another lake about 600

ngh \m& str::lm. o‘v[er 200
rom the # esars. |
& o |
cuitiva:

OUn each side of the o
1 low-
e to two

t, e No or gev-

joins it from the South, Thie ta o
r.ver 8 rom 0 s a
stream 40 to 50 feet wide, a good valley | P04t and came on to Victoria,
&q, - gravel terraces. 1

: : ‘'river from one to
two miles to the right and followed a

lake,
from

about five mies back from the

saw: some o i
stnoed in the
the first Cam

23

den; ogs in the gulf.
back' to Vancomver Isia
Oonti)bx. wheré T caught the

1 enclose maps showing the route an
helgﬁ

te *taken.
e . D. R. IRVINB.
“KERP IT GOING.”

of ednesday,

“Victoria seems to be
earnest over the proposed
end to end of the Island,

.has come gallantly to the
Heddle, president

ictorians at last

this matter.

*“We are happy to be able to'say that
interested in the i

erested in the proposa;h:s a‘;“yw’e’e’;l":: your letter of the 24th instant, aceom-
what they can
ere  there is so- much nn-
) nothing impos-
sible in the way of securing increased

[Ladysmith’s people ara just as

on the Tsland, ‘and so
learu are prépared to do
to help.

animity there should be

“The time has arrived when the high-
Southern

ltmnsportation facilities,

Iy civilized and organized
third of Vancouver Island
know just what it has got up there in
! the (Northern: two-thirds,
ith{lt there are timber  unequalled in
British ‘Columbia, large areas of fertile
land with a. climate peculiafly salubrions
and favorable to high cultivation; splen-
did. indeed, unrivalled fisheries, traces
of vast devosits of valnable minerals—a
region which it is the duty of the people
of this portion of the Island to open
up at.once and develop to the utmost.

“Only by railways ean this be done
satisfactorily. We are convinced that a
railway from Victoria to Hardy Bay
or the nearest suitable point to Cape
Seott, the Northernmost extremity of
Vancouver Island, wonld throw open to
our enterprising population practically
A new empire. a magnificent arena for
the exercise of their varied talents and
industry.

“Our Government must surely regard
with special favor any project which
will throw open fo settlement so fine a
virgin area, and be prepared to render
all the aid in their power. Tadysmith
will watch with keen interest the pro-
gress of this commendable movement
for the unification of Vancouver Island.”

R o

Chamber of
Commerce

(Continued From Page Two.)

wants

Mr. Carter sald that aside from the
report, he had his own ideas. He hoped
that all lawpers would be kept out, ex-
cept the one engaged to incorporate it.
The young business men should be
brought out, and if the lawyers—the pro-
fessional elocutionists—were to stand up
to talk by the hour, the young men
would step aside, The time had come
when the baker, grocer, ete., should be
heard, and he hoped the lawyers would
be. excluded. 4
: I'. E. Levy said there were bar asso-
clations, medical associations, ete. Why
not a merchants’ association.

J. L. Beckwith &aid there had been
some misunderstandine regarding the
pburpose of the association. YWhen asked
to join the movement he felt, with oth-
ers, that the present organization was
Dot doing its duty to the fullest mea-
sure to advance the interests of Vie-
toria. Their meetings had got into a
£roove, or rut. He heard it was run by
a few wholesalers on Wharf street. He
recalled remarks made to the effect that
the institution wanted to confire itself
fo merchants. If th's was done it
would get into the same position ag the
Board of Trade is in, As for the law-
yers, he was not afraid of them, and
did not believe they would do the asso-
ciation any harm, but he thought the
lawyers would not ecome in. They were
not interested. He believed the broader
lines on which the association was start-
ed the better,

Mr. McMonald reeretted comparison
with the Board of Mrads. This asso-
ciation wonld not take the high issues
25 d’d the Board of Trade, but work for
the interests of the city of Victoria.

P. C. McGregor spoke again in favor
of his amendment for the admission of
all who wer~ willing to work for the
welfare of the city, and Mr, Morley
spoke eortra in orposition tn lawvers
and professional men,. The amendment

ards long. Height of lake about 870 feet.
Il About a' quarter of a mile further on there |
is - another . lake, about 400 yards long, |
which is the source of the West branch of |
e Campbell river. The valley here is |
narrow, only one or two -hundred yards |
wide, between steep rocky mountains.

Another quarter of a mile over a hardly

which is the source of tae East branch of
Gold river. The divide between the
two streams I make about 900 feet above
sea level. The valley here is 200 to 300
yards wlide.

e| This East branch of Gold river runs for
about nine miles:in the same general S.
W. direction, as the Campbell river valley.
There is a steep roecky wall round the
x| Southh shore of the last lake: the North
e | shore has a gradual slope.

a Below the lake the valley soom widens
out and for three or four miles there is a
stietch of good aluyial land trom half a
mile to one mile wide,

WITH FINE TIMBER,
fir and cedar. One considerable

e
e

stream

a |ing down a falr sized valley,
Below this stream a muass of grey granite
crossed, one to two miles wide. - Abont
or seven miles down, the river runs
Is| nearly half a mile. This chasm is 100 feet
wide and 70 feet deep and Is through trap
le | roeks.
= About one mile below this is another
m | 8°rge much shorfer and not so deep,
through hornblende  granite. The valley
here is marrow, the mouatains ‘sloping
down elose to the river. “ ¢
Below the second gorge It again opens
out on-the N. W, side in ‘a succession of
gravel terraces, for #bout a mile, when

m

This is a large stream coming from the
- W. and occuples a valley about half a
mile wide. The teight at the forks I made
to be 250 feet.
From here to the head of
NOOTKA SQUND, .
or Muchalet Arm, is six or seven miles,

to

ks

. there is some flat land on each side of the
river, but the timber has been destroyed
by fires and walking I8 extremely difficult.
Then the valley narrows again, steep moun-
tains sloping down -to the. water. .As my
Drovisions were mnearly ‘done I tad no time
to do more than follow the river to' within
4 mile of salt water ‘and return. There ap-
pears to be some good ‘flattish land for
about one mile up from the mouth of the
river, and a quarter of a mile wide.

Down the valley from the forke the rock
Is course grey granite for the first m’le or
more, then metamorphic rocks, gneiss,

nd

at

me

to

ine
of granite and masses of porphyry.

Having now finished what 1 was directed

ICampbel] river.
und we had to
last three days.
The ropte across the Island
PRESENTS NO DIFFICULPIES.

ted

fiinty shale, etc., with' veing and patches

to do, k returned at once. to the mouth of
Our provisions gave out)
%o on short rations for the

There {& a broad, fine valley most of the
way: where' lakes occur there is always a
considerable belt of low land round one
shore or the other, and the highest eleva-

was then put »rd Test, The . metion
thet the clause stand, wes carri~d,
IClause six. was nmended to read that
a president and vice-president shall be
elected to ho'd nffice everv three months.
The constitution was then earried.
OFFICERS ELECTED.
The election of oficers was then held,
and resulted as follows:
President, J. I. Beckwith.
Yice-President, Geo. ‘Carter.
Treasurer, James Forman,
Secretary, pro tem, A, J. Morley.
The president said that he was honor-
ed in being giveam that position. There
was a great deal te do to improve Vie-
toria’s position, and he hoped he would
be able to do much to further that
work. The idea that the association was
formed in opposgition to the 'Board of
Trade, he said, was erroneous. He felt
that work would be taken up that was
not carried-out now, and-he hoped that
the association could work amicably
with the Board of Trade, both organi-
zations working together for Vietaria's
interests.
After those present had giened the
membership roll, the meeting adjourned.

—
STEATING GAS.

Young Men.Sentenced to Penitentiary
“in "Montreal.

Montreal, Jan. 29.—I'our mére young
slot gas metre thieves received sentences
today aggregating 20 years. Armus Cor-
riveau w#s sent away to the peritentiary
for «'x years; A'bert Vezina and §.
Roussean got five years each, and A.
‘Goulet "four years. This. makes geven
Young men now in St. Vincent de Paul
penitentiary for the same offence,

Yo
FOR SENATOR.

Government.

Gnelnh, Ont.,

Dominion government for the appoint:
vacancies in the Senate.
government was unanimously adopted.
CARNEGIE LABRARY.
Number of Toronto ‘Aldermen Favor Tt

of $350,000 for the, Toronto. library.
County

this morning.

tion at the watershed is omly
--He

in' g

feet.
re,avhere the heads of both valleys are
confined between GQigh recky walls, there

Wil be found i
wick ;
Thousands of letters from

Quinsamn :
‘beds of conglomerate and sand-
river about one mile above

Waited on Valdes Island for two days
for the steamer Joan, but she was unable
to “her wes call alere owing to
I then had to cross
‘and ‘walk to
next week’s

THe Ladysmith Leader, in its issae :

The following letter by Hon. B. G.
Prior to:Premier Parent of Quebec sets,
forth clearly the position of British Col-
regard to its claims against
This letter was handed
to the Ottawa cabinet on Tuesday as

: under the abovec
g at the 1o, says editorially: P
thoroughly ' in

railway from

‘ and_is usin
every endeavor -to further the grea
Droject. Our nearer neighbor, Nanaimo,
d aid of the
| Oapital city, and through its . delegate,
© feet Mr. W. T,
goard of Trade, made it plain to the
b Friday’s meeting that
Nl,.nalmo. is determined to assist to the:
‘best of its power the consummation of

of the

‘Reports say

Guelph Libera's Make Demands on the

Jan. 29.—(SpeciaD—At
a meeting of «the Liberal Association a
resolution was adopted urging upon the

ment of Mr. Innes to one of the existing
A resolution
of confidenice in Sir Wilfrid Laurier's

Toronto, Jan. 29.—(Special)—So far
15 aldermen have expressed themselves
favorably in regard to Carnegie’s offer

Judge McDougall, of Toronto, senier
court judge, Wied at the Wel-|
iland ‘House, St. Catasrines, at.3 o’clock

Teaduche. Curtera Little Liver Fiia. the population of-the older provinees us-

Deond fwell.
4 pass of 200 feet wide at the narrowest used them Prove this fact. Cl‘r; m"e

The Claims of British Columbia
For Better Treatment By
~ Dominion,

d

umbia in
the Dominion,

an addendum to the resolutions signed
y

of the various provinces who took part
in'the conference, thus endorsing ~the

position taken by the British Columbia
government. :

Vietoria, B. €., 3rd January, 1903,
Hox}j 8. N. Parent; Premier, Quebec,
ue. i

Dear Mr., Parent,—I haye received
paniéd by a’ ¢topy of the
g;ssed at the recent
Provincial Premiers, I am very much
indebted to you for your courtesy in
this matter, as I wag anxieus to ob-
tain some idea of the proceedings before
I start for Ottawa, which I propose
to do about the 10th of this month.
AR explained briefly in my telegram,
it was impracticable for me to take ad.
vantage of the invitation to attend the
conference in question, I only received
| your message notifying me of the date
of the meeting .the afternoon of the
day upon which it would have been
lhecessary for me to have started in
order to reach Quebec in time. We
had two bye-electiong on, and several of
my colleagues were absent at the time.
You see, therefore, how very diffienlt
it would have been, under the cireum-~
stanceg,_ for me to have been present.
In addition to that, we had already prac-
tically arranged to meet the Ottawa
Government early in January, which
would have necessitated two trips East
or a very long stay there, Distance
from the seat of Government is always
one of our great troubles here in deal-
ing with the central authorities.

I have read with special interest the
resolutions passed at your meéeting, ‘and
it would have afforded me a great deal
of pleasire to have been there to have

resolutions
conference of

the premiers and ‘representatives

revenue and

“v

d its manufactu . wi B dem
ment has cost, 8 a e unali-
enated 'territory is part of the domain
of (Canada does not the argument
‘in _ the hqd}becam if similar results
will follow any of the provinces by
| pursuing a  similar policy of ‘develop-
ment, similar redgong should prevail for
adopfln'g such a ‘course; ;

Therefore, if we' cani’show you that
beyond a dow of doubt the granting
of our claims’is in harmony with your
interests, there is only one coneclu-
sion to be “arrivéed 'at, and that Is,
that it is in your inteérest not only not
to oppose but to aesist us in every way

ssible. Every enterprise’ ‘that has
been undertaken in the West, from the
building of the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way to the opening up of the Yukon,
hag been followed by an immediate and
direct jump. in revenues amnd an augmen-
tation of the trade and industry of the
Dominion. Take the tables in the “Re-
port of the Delegation” sent you, and
you' would from them alone be able to
note the commencement, and progress of
these enterprises.. It .ig the people of
the Bast who at every stage benefit by
the growth of the West.. By affording
your merchants and manufacturers  a
safe and remunerative market' for your
surplusses, which in tufn has given em-
ployment to your population and afford-
ed a market for your farm produce at
home, we hdve made (Janada prosperous.

duty ineidental to the protection which
ccsures you this market, and we prove
to you that in British Columbia, by
reason of the physical characteristics of
our country, the cost of administration
is several times greater than in any
other province, and that every settler
we get costs more to us than his value
as a local revenue producer, so that the
responsibility increases proportionately,
and T was going to say, inordinately,
with the population. We have a prov-
ince of 265,000,000 acres in extent, with
about 6,000,000 acres of habitable area,
and the cost of schooling, policinz and
judieial administration, roading, bridg-
ing, the maintenance of hospitals and
all the rest of it in’ settlements widely
Separated, with great physical barriers
between, is quite out of proportion to
the revenues which can fairly, and
without proving burdensome, be made
returnable. On the other hand, such
settlers, without responsibility and com-
paratively little cost to the Dominion,
contribute still more largely to the Fed-
eral coffers. You will see that our cus-
tcms and inland revenue represent a per
capita contribution of $16.50 to the Do-
minion, including every man, woman,
child, Indian, Chinaman and Japanese in
the province—or about three times the
“average contribution to the whole of
the Dominion. We can show you by ac-

taken part in your deliberations, It
would also have afforded me a desirable
opportunity of personally explaining the |
peculiar position in which this province, |
under the terms of ‘Confederation, is
placed in relation to the Dominion,
and, to some extent, the other provinces.
We have a set of conditions to deal
with here, which only long familiarity
with the province itself would enable
you to fully understand. For this rea-
son I would have been able to personally
emonstrate the nature and reasonable-
ness of our claims for better terms, or,
more strictly speaking, fairer terms.
For this reason, also, I was pleased to
see the action that was taken, I fully
realize that without the co-operation
and good-will of the other provinces it
would be difficult to impress upon the
Dominion authorities the justice of
what we seek. The resolutions are very
much on the lines of our main conten-
tion, and, therefore, I have ' received
great encouragement from the able pre-
sentment unanimously adopted by the
conference concerning the necessity for
a readjustment of financial  relations,
While, however, they coincidé %with our
views at this end, and greatly strengthen
jour case, they do not, so far as we are |
concerned, go far enough to meet the
{ Special requirements of British Colum-
{bla, and 1 am going to take this oppor-
| tunity of presenting the salient features
i of our contention for your consideration,
fand that of the other premiers. To avoid
thfe necessity of going into minute de-
tails, I am sending you a copy of the
correspondence submitted to our Legis-
lative Assembly as the Treport of the
delegation which went to Ottawa in
1901. This deals with one or two mat-
ters of general interest to you, ‘but
dwells mainly on the inadequate returns
veceived from the Dominion for the rev-
enues contributed to Ottawa by the
province. We intend, during the pro-
posed convention, to supplement the ar-
guments therein presented ‘with others,
which relate to the special physical char-
acteristics of the provinece, whereby the
sources of revenue provided under the
terms of Confederation are shown to
be wholly insufficient to meet the rve-
quirements involved in the efficient
maintenance of civil government and
the development of our resources. [f
this can be: shown absolutely beyond
cortradiction, as it can be, simple jus-
tice demands ample recognition of our
grievances. ‘Naturally, in seeking spec-
ial considerat'on we anticipate objec-
tions on the part of the other provinces,
but if we ean show that by the very
nature of the relations which exist
among the different parts of ‘Canada in
the way of inter-provincial trade and
commerce, such recognition of just
claims, based on facts and reasonable
considerations of public policy, will en-
ure beneficially and equally to all other
parts, we expect not opposition but co-
operation on their part,

To illustrate quite clearly what I am
endeavoring to show, I will take two
or three instances from practieal experi-
ence in our country’s affairs. Permit
me to cite one or two chapters in our
political history. When, in compliance
with the ferms of the contract = with
British Columbia, it was proposed . to
build the Canadian Pacific Railway,
and to open up the Northwest, there
was, as you know, great opposition in
Eastern Canada, and in €ome respects
very reasonable opposition, tee, on the
ground that the credit of the East waa
being . staked for the benefit of the
West, and that the older provinces
would” be bankrupted by the attempt.
L am free to confess that at that time
the people of British Columbia thought
they"had made a very good bargaim in-
deed, a bargain which almost produced
a crisis in Dominion affairs. However,
Canada very wisely, as it turned out,
staked its credit and its resources on
the venture, and the ‘Canadian Pacific
Railway was built., That act made
Canada the country it is today, and
British Columbia alone, from a purely
beok-keeping aspeet, not taking into ac-
count the:immeasurable results from a
commercial and industrial peint of view,
has paid back, over and above all ex-

¢ash outlay on account of that railway.
Moreover, British Columbia and the
Northwest have provided a market for
the East that hes proved to be a mine
of wealth, and there have followed, as
a direct consequence, also, the  trans-
Pacitic steamship lines and Pacific cable
and possibilities of future trade that
were at first not even dreamed of.
Again,  the building of the Crow’s
Nest Railway was the direct outcome
of the demand of Eastern merchants
and manufacturers for more direct com-
munication with the mining markets of
the Southern Interior, the results of
which haye clearly demonstrated the
wisdom of the enterprise. It has also
incidentally provided facilities for smel-
ters in the supply of coke, which has

penditures, to the Dominion the whole!

curate official statistics that the faxa-
tion. of each of such individuals—for
Dominion, Provincial and Municipal
purposes—in the vprovince, is about $30
per head, which is mainly borne by an
adult white population of 45,000, which
is not less than $100 per head per an-
num (based on an adult white popula-
tion. of 50,000.) It is true that the
province is rich in mnatural wealth, and
iIf it were not thus rich it would long
ago have failed in earrying on respon-
sible self-government, or at least in de-
velopment to any, except the most limit-
ed, extent. With an adequate allow-
ance from the Dominion to carry on
what 'is necessary to render our great
natural wealth available, without bur-
densome imposts on the people who
must undertake this work, the area of
development would so imerease and the
prosperity of the country would be so
enhanced that the direct returns to the
Dominion would many times repay it.
This is praectically your contention in
the resoluutions you have submitted for
the consideration of the Dominion Gov-
ernfent, only in our. case,.being a new
country and affording the greater oppor-
tunities for development, the conten-
tion is more forcible and more particu-
larly applicable. You point out, and that
truly, that the provinces are doing the
work of development from which in re-
sults the Dominion reaps the larger
benefits. As the consequence of pros-
perity arising out of provincial develop-
ment, the revenues and snrplusses of
the Dominion are yearly growing larger,
while the main sources of revenue upon
which tlie provinces have had to de-
perd—such as publie lands and timber—
are diminishing by reason of depletion.

You must remember that when we
entered Confederation we had less than
10,000 of a white population. -Apart
from the old Yale, Westminster and
'Cariboo road leading into Cariboo—then
far ‘past the zenith of its prosperity, a
trail Jeading inte and through the South-
ern interior, known as the’ Dewdney
trail, and a few roads in the Southern
part of Vancouver Island, the country
—380,000 square miles in extent—was
absolutely without lard communication
of any kind. Lode mining was conse-
quently out of the question, and placer
mining, carried on oenly by the primitive
methods then in vogue, wae on’ the' de-
cline, There was, apart from 'a vely
limited local eonsumption, o market for
the fish so abundant in_our seas. When
salmon’ canning was subsequently inau-
gurated the market was in far-off Eng-
land, reached by sailing vessels, The
only demand for our lumber—saving
limited- local consumption—was in for-
ign markets, in which we were handi-
capped by distance ang the lack of
carrying facilities. That market has in-
ceased little, if any, up to the present
day. Our lands were limited in extent
and much harder to clear:-and make
available for ecultivation than farm:pg
lands in Eastern Canada. Every mile
of road or railway eost three times what
it did in the East. “Labor was scarce
and dear, and the cost of living far
higher than in older settled communi-
ties. The source of supply of necessaries
of life was in San Francisco, Eastern
Canada and in England, with heavy
freight bills to add to their cost, and
uhder. altered conditions is still largely
in Camada. In fact, up to the present
these conditions exist still, though in a
much modified way. The point is, that
we buy but cannet sell in the Easteru
markets,’ ‘Our future must depend upon
the exploitation of our natural sources
of wealth—mining, lumbering, fishing
and farming—and the possibilities of
trade which the favorable position on
the Western seaboard affords. Our in-
dustries must depend largely, for all the
machinery - employed, upon the East.
Our merchants buy their supplies main-
ly from your wholesale traders. And
in no .way, except in the Northwest, do
we enter into competition, and that only
in natural products. with what the Bast
has to sell. For our produets we mnust
compete in the markefs of the world
with other countries in which conditions
of labor are much easier. Every settler
in British Columbin, for whose comfort,
convenience and safety we must provide,
is an additiopal customer for your mer-
chants and manufacturers and an addi-
tional contributor to the general rev-
enues of the Dominion. The vast inter-
ior of this country still untouched cun
cnly ‘be opened up by the building of
railways and vast expense in building
roads, and in administration when open-
ed up. Our extreme Western position
and distance from Eastern centreg in-
volve an important additional impost in
the way of freights, as compared witl
carrying rates in Eastern iCanada.
While all this is true; while our respon-
sibilities aTe, comparatively Speaking,
so much heaviér and our handicaps so
much greater we are limited, under the
terms of Confederation, to exactly the
same sources of local revenue for local

been of immense advantage to Canada.
-1and without which the development of
the mining industry since that time
would not have been possible. g

‘What is a very pertinent illustration
.{.of the force of our coutention is that
at the present time and for some time
past Capnada has been paying immense
"sums out of the general revenue and
+ | from its land resources to ogen_up and

populate the Northwest, which, to a very

considerable extent, is drawing from
No one objects to that. although

+ Iite expenditure is almost wholly local

! purposes a8 are all the other provinces.
| A natural answer to this, and, on the
| face of it, a reasonable answer, is that
Ithis province has greater undeveloped re-
sources to draw from to produce revenue
than the other provinces, and that by
directing a greater share of the pro-
I ceeds in the way of taxation to the trea-
j sury the revenues would be increased.
There are three such resources and I

; Boecause popur | a8 you know,
. velopment in the Northwest |
jmean that the whole of i0anada will be

repaid, many times, i th
‘i?‘d }g&mlpwﬂg{gﬁw:t@m.

We pay a very considerable part of the | al}

.
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re to Build
From Dawson

Kiondike Mines Company Soon
to Start Work on
)k - Rallroad.

crimination in freights as hetween Brit- E. C. Hawkins Tells of Plans

tsh Columbia -and
shown in the report of the delegs
ceive ‘a large revenne
censes, record - fees,  and the like,
addition, the ‘province
per cent.
freight .and treatment,

the part of the mining
is a burning issue today,
low price of lead and silver,
low grade i
copper ores (and in the
| there has.been a recent bi
with the best and most mo
for smelting, which we

margin of profit is small,
is this the case that the

taxation - on mines,

present conditions,
..~ Even in- coal,

large market at our doors. Qur prin-
cipal market is on the Pacifie Coast;
which is limited to certain requirements,
and the recent developments in the oil
fields lias produced a new fuel, which
is to some extent taking its place, 1If
we put a further tax on the output we
take it out of the pockets of the local
consumer. It is true we have coal
fields in the interior supplying coke, but
if an increased tax were put on there
it would have to apply to all coal pro-
duced in the province,

That British. Columbia, under the bur-
dens it has had to carry, should have
prospered as it has, and perfected its
machinery of administration in all lines
of civil government, is, I am proud . to
say as premier, a tribute to the enter-
orise, stability and intelligence of  its
citizens. By faith in the possibilites
of the future we have overcome many
dfficulties and placed the province in an
enviable position of prominence, to
which, of course, many natural advan-
tages and attractions have contributed;
and, of course, too, when I say that I
say as much for Eastern Canada, from
which our best blood has been drawn, or
from stock commoan to both in the older
countries in KEurope.

You are no dovbt thoroughly familiar
with the grievances of which Nova Sco-
tia compiained at the time that province
claimed better terms., You will observe
that two of the grounds, at least, upon
which redress is sought are identical, It
was upon' those two grounds, umamely,
inadequate sources of revenue and dis-
proportionate contribution of revenue tv
the Dominion treasury that the claims of
Nova Scotia were recognized and allow-
ance made therefor. You will remem-
ber, also, that as late as 1885 the griev-
ances of Nova Scotia were still an issue
in that province, when the legislature of
that province passed a resolution declar-
ing” for better terms or secession. The
Hon. Mr. Fieiding, present minister of
finance, was leader of that movement,
and in the resolutions in question set
forth that the disabilities of ‘which Nova
Scotia complained in 1868 still existed
and had become accentuated by  the
lapse of time. While no formal settle-
ment’of these grievances took place, nev-
ertheless it is well known that the Do-
minion government ~made concessions
which appeased the discontent,-and we
have heard nothing more of it. Thera
are, therefore, most substantial prece-
dents to justify our course.

There are a number of matters includ-
ed in our case which, apart from the
question of readjustment of financial re-
lations, have been outstanding in dis-
pute, for some time, which are of no spe-
cial interest to you and to which I need
not draw your attention. But on the
main issues I cannot better emphasize
the importance of our contention than
by quoting an extract from my prede-
cessor contained in a letter to Rt. Hon.
Sir Wilfrid Laurier on the subject:
“The potential sources of revenue be-
iong to the Dominion. We have proved
to you that we pay three times the av-
erage contribution of iCanada to the Do-
minion and get less than half back. If
the people of British Columbia were
able to retain all they contribute in taxes
to the Provincial and Dominion govern-
ments, they could support every publie
utility of the Province, both Provincial
and Dominion, build their own railways,
and still have a surplus every year to
their credit.”
I must apologize for so unduly tres-
passing upon your time and attention, as
I have in this letter, but I wish you to
understand clearly the msrits of our con-
tention, and to demonstrate to you what
a special interest I take in the objects
of your conference and how much we in
this part of the world sympathize with
any concerted movement looking to the
revision of the terms of Confederation,
so.far as they affect the subsidies paid
to the provinces. I hope to sce yoa
while East, and in the meantime I beg
to assure you of my sincere desire to
co-operate.
(Sd.) EDWD. GAWLER PRIOR,
Premnier.

—_—

SOUREES OF FAMILIAR CUSTOMS.

Wiy an Old Shoe Is Thrown ‘After a
Bride, Etc. .

It is surprising what a number of litt e
thiugs we do without knowing the reason.
Why, for instance, do widows wear caps?
Pchaps we may say because they make
them look pretty and interesting. But the
fea reason is that when the Romans were
1 Emgland they shaved their heads as a
&2 of mourning. if course a woman
couldn’t let herself be seen with a bald
beaa. so. she made herself a pretty cap.
And now, though the necessity of wearing
it has passed away, the cap remains, says
a4 London magazine. : :
_What is the meaning of the crosses or
X’s on a barrel of -beer? They signify de-
grees of quality nowadays. But originally
they were put on by those ancient monks
43 4 gort of trade mark. They were crosses
5 those days and meant a sort of oath on
the cross, sworn by the manufacturer, that
Gis barrel contained good Iiquor.
Why are bells tolled for the dead? This
Yas become so familiar a practice that a
fineral without it would appear un-Can's-
Uan. Yet the reason is quite barbarous.
Bells 'were tolled long ago, svhen peaple
were being buried, Im order to frighten
avay the evil spirits who lived in the air.
Why do fair ladies break a bottle of wine
<n the ship thiey are christening? Merely
a1 other survival of barbarie custom In
th> days of sacrificc to the gods it was
necessary to get some poor vietim when a
boai was ‘being launched and to: cut his
throat over the prow so that his- blood
beptized it.
Why gre dignitaries deafened by a Salute
when they visit a_ fore'gn Port? It seems
a curious sort of welcome, this firing off of
guns, but it appears the custom arose [n a
very reasonable way. Originally a town or
nwarship fired off their guns on the ap-
prroach of important and friendly strangers
to show that they had such faith in thel
v'sitors’ peaceful intentions they d'dan’t
think it necessary to kéep ttelr guns
Toaded.
Why do we sometimes throw a shoe
after a bride? The reason is not very com-
plimentary. From of old it has been the
Ratbit of mothers to chastise their chldren
with the shoe. Hence the custom arose of
th. father of the bride making a present
t, the ‘bridegroom of @ shoe, as a sign that
it was to be his right to keep ter In
order. ' 3
—e O

THE LBSSON.
A loafer sat on an-empt’i dry goods box,
and whittled. f '
‘“You'll never win success that way,” said
the boy’s father to the boy. '
A ‘Successful Man happened \along.

i will deal wifh them in order—fisheries,
timber and minerals. 'As to the first, all ©

past have gone to the Dominion. who
claimed exclusive jurisdiction, This is,

revenues"in the ‘way of licences in the

“T wish I could be as happy as that fe'-
Jow is,” said he, gazing wistfully at the

T s
But _fortunately the Boy did not hear
‘this and tha lesson of thrift and, jndustry
sank deep into his heart.—Life, “

uget ‘Sound ports{ as
on }

to 'Ottawa in 1901. . In mining we re-
from miners’ li-
In
-a two
tax on output .on; ore, less
1 This latter has
congtituted the greatest grievance on
community, and
g to the
and the
of our immense bodles of
rice of copper
drop), even
ern facilities
possess, the
%«:’ much sz
vernmen
has decided to readjust the incidence of
and may possibly
change the system altogether, So that
you see the answer suggested, owing to
is not an answer at
14, We are mot in the
happy position of Nova Scotia, with a

of the Company; He
Represents,

Brastos = C. Hawkins, head of tl;ﬁ..
Klondike Mines Railway company, wi
leaye for Dawson in a few days on
the ity of Seattle, to’ be gone about
a_month, says the Post-Intelligencer.
His mission is in connection . with the
construction of the rdad from ‘Klondiké
ICity, 9 the river from Dawson
along the Dawson water front, a:ntf
#lso the building of a main line from
Dawson to Stewart river, a distance of
84 miles. Practically all the right-of-
way for the main line afd its branches
has been Secured, . .

. There is a strip along First avenue
in the city of Dawson, extending from
Queen to-King street, for which a fran-
chise: has not been granted, but it is
lot thonght there will be any objection
to giving the desired right-of-way for
this block and it may be that the Qity
‘Council of Dawson has already done se
and the advi¢e has mnot yet reached
Seattle,

It is in connection with the perfecting
of the whole of the right-oIP;ay ang
arranging for the immediate construe-
tion of the road that takes Mr. Haw-
kins North at this time. Some time ago
the City Council of Dawson granted
what it thought was the frauchige ask-
ed, but later it was found that it was
not so and a new application has had
to be made, which has delayed the
work of building.
The freight yards of the company
consist of 14 acres along the river front,
extending from Klondike City North-
ward and directly opposite Dawson. Al-
réady the work of constructing the ter-
minals has begun and engines are run-
ling over a portion of the track. At
the end of the yard limits the road wilk
CTOSs a narrow strait over a bridge, and
then traverse the Island on wﬁich i
located the N. A. T, & T. Co.’s lumber
mill. TReaching the West side of this
Island another strait is crossed by a
I)rldge,_whi(‘h gives 'the road an en-
trance into Dawson proper at the foot.
of Sixth avenue. Tha avenue, which
runs along the water front line then
turns down Craig street to First where-
are located all the warehouses and
wharves of the diffarent companies do-
Ing business there, It continues along
first avenue to the warehonse at the
foot of Queen street. Then, jumping
from Queen to King street, a franchise
has been granted the line to go West
along First avenue to the Standard Oil
company’s warehouse. It is the right-
of-way between Queen and King streets
that no advice of the granting has been
received by Mr. Hawkins as yet.

With the franchise  for | this strip
granpted the line will extend along a
greater portion of the Dawson water
{ront between the city and the numerons.
warehouses, and will give the road an
entrance that cannot bhe surpassed in
any city.

'This .water front lire is in all about
15 blocks. Then, taking up the line
where the work is going on, on the East
side of the river oppusite the city, it
leads from Kilondike City up Bonanza
creek to Grand Forks, the junction of
Bonanza and Eldorado creeks, s dis-
tance of about 12 miles. from Dawson,
From .that point it.heads straight for
Dome, 33 miles “distant from Dawson,
which is the distributing point for Up-
per Hunker and numerous other creeks:
in that vicinity. From Dome the right-
of-way crosses the Indian river and
follows on to Stewart river, n distance
of 84 miles from Dawson, which. for
the present, will be the terminus of the
road. - [For this part of the line all the
right-of-way has heen secured and while
work is already started it will be push-
ed much faster after the opening of
spring when the additional Dawson
franchise has been secured.

The road will furnish transportation
between Dawson and numerous creeks
along ‘its route. At the present time
there is a large amount of travel be-
tween- these points. Persons working
on the creeks remain there in the sum-
mer and return to Dawson- in the fall.
During the working months they are
required to leave the creeks for Daw-
son many times, and with a, railroad to
travel over their visits will be much
more frequent,

The increase of this travel will:be one
source of revenue for the road, but by
Do means the least. ‘There is at the
present time 125,000 cords of wood used
on Bonanza and Eldorado creeks, all
of which has to be econveyed a long dis-
tance, owing to the fact that the timber
‘u the vicinity has been cleared and
burned up or used in mining operations.
The same thing .is true of Dawson.
All the wood in the immediate vicinity
has been used and the demands of the
city must be met from the supply ow
the upper creeks.” Owing to the dis-
tance this wood has to Dhe hauled the
price now is very high, and it is esti-
rated by the officials of the road that
after the line is in operation it will be
able to save the miners and the residents
of Dawson in the neighborhood of $1,-
000,000 a year on their fuel.

‘With the line in operation the cost of
transporting suppliess and machinery
from Dawson to the upper creeks will
be materially reduced, and it is for these
reasons that the property owners in the
city of Dawson are willing to give the
company the right-of-way along Kirst
avenue, : ;
"My trip to Dawson at this time, said
Mr. Hawkins, when seen yesterday, “is
to perfect plans for the construction of
the Klondike Mines railway as soon as
the weather will permit in the spring.
We have all the right-of-way we want
with tne exception of a block between
Queen and King streets, in- Dawson,
and this we anticipate no trouble in
securing. The line will be rushed
through with the utmost speed and will
be the means of increasing the trade of
Dawson.” i

A RICH STRIKE.

Another Important Discovery of Valudble
Ore Near Duncans.

Duncans, Jan. 28.—(Special.)—Prospectors

have just arrived he:e with very rich sam-

ples of goid-copper ore. They are reticent

about the site of their discovery, butt say

their is a large quantity of ore in sight,

and that the deposit is on the Koksilah

river.

e ()
TO BOOM GREENWOOD.
Business Men*Organize—Dance Lancers in
Cyanide Vats.
» A business men’s organization having
general objects similar to those of a board
of. trade and in particular an intention to
give much publicity to .the immecnse mip-
eral reources of the district contifvutory
to’ Greenwood, has elected Dr. s 5
Spankie, president; W. M. Law, managing
director of the Russell,:Law, L‘aulnelg Co.,
limited, vice-vresident, and F. M. Eikins,
secretary. It has been proposed that th's
organization join the Greeuwood Board of
Trade, but the promoters rather favor a
sore active and aggressive body than the
‘Board of Trade has latterly shown itse f
to ‘be. ;
A dance under *somewhat povel condi-
tions 1s . report from Fairvelw mining -
camp, in - thé n  district. e
ue?i'drv&? co! ation is putting in a
cyafiide plant, and upopn completion of two
of the big vats it v ide ve a
dance in thirtysix feet

- Bach vat is

in diameter and ter féet In depih, and in

each four sets &m;wemnmd at

the sdme gome memndelm_ ‘ﬂim re
1atform above veen,

the dancers gug%%ao%«é& fnito’ th

‘vats, “Of <course the thirty-two dancery ip

one vat were hidden from the like numbev

‘in the other. Guests came from A %+

_the district.




