. imegine a body of water less liable to con-

- Lake water taken from the most favorable
" . wpot and the analyses published. There'

e e——
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OUR WATER SUPPLY.
We gquite agree with our very intelligent
correspondent; Mr. Bennett, -that the Citi-
_zens’ Association should not dissolve its
orgsnization or cease itz labors because this
©-year’s election campaign is over. It:should,
on the contrary, be unceasing in its efforts
to keep up an interest in vivic affairs and to
aid the voters to come .to intelligent and
sound conclusions on the different matters
which will be certain to come before them.
What our correspondent himself says about
the city’s water supply shows the necessity
of the inhabitants of the ecity having full
and accurate information with vespectto
the subjects with which the city government:
has to deal. It is of the very first im-
portance that the water consumed in the
city should be pure. The health of the
citizens, to a very considerable extent, de-
pends upon its purity. - Our correspondent
has come to the conclusion that the water
‘we drink is not. pure, and, no doubt, there
are many in‘the city who are of the same
- The only anthority - whichd

- to the city is Sir Matthew Begbie. .Now,
‘while we are ready to receive the dictum
of the Chief Justice on a point of law with
all doe respect, we cannot say that we
‘place implicit faith in his decision with re.
gard to the water conveyed to the city from
Elk Lake. The proper person to give an
authoritative opinion on the composition of
the city water is an analytioal chemist.
‘What our correspondent should do, and what
the Citizens’ Association should do, is to get
the water examined by men skilled in the
-analyzation of water and’ other substances.
The opinion of any un:killed ~person, no
matter how able or how intelligent he may
" “be, is simply not worth a straw. Appear-
ances are deceptive in this as in other mat-
ters.  YWhen it ia possible to find out the
exact quality of the city’s water supply, it
is.not wise to depend upon the guess or mere
opinion of any man. - We need not remind
our readers of the bad results that follow
giving anything a bad name; whether that

" name:is deserved or not,
. The fair presumption is that the water
~ . . supplied to this city is as pure as water can
be. It comes from a lake in a thinly
. settled part of the country. = This lake re-
‘ceives its supply from rains and from
pure streams. It is hardly possible to

tamination. . The water of the lake, before
- it reaches the pipes that carry it to the city,
flows through a swamp. - It is mid that in
ite passage through the swamp it receives
impurities in the shape of decayed and de-
"~ caying vegetable matter. It is quite pos-

aga and found to be pure. Let it be anal-
ized again, and let-it be compared with Elk-

“should be no guessing about'a matter of such
~yital importance to the city as to the quality
-of its water supply. And we may add that
- persons not qualified to give an opinion -on
~ ‘the subject should hesitate before they take
. upon themselves to do the city a serious
" injary by creating the impression that the
water with which it is supplied is impure
1 consequently unwholesome.

4 QUESTION ANSWERED
.’,:_: : I;O"\Bav.&llr., Flower, an Amotiem

‘not qu of ugo-tui contradiction. Wdl,
‘M. Flower, who has inguired into the coo-

When the advocates of Home Rale want
how how poor the peasantry of Ireland
‘and in what a miserable condition they

‘ont an vohappy existence, they point
the number of evictions there are every

“year in Ireland. - They say that.in Ireland,

in 1890; there were as many as five thous-

and evictions. The amount of misery and
suffering that this fact implies is almost un-

“imaginable. Whi;_mut be the condition of

‘& commugity in which thousands of poor

‘people are every year made ‘homeless ?

thought of what these poor people have

%0 go through is enongh o make: persoris

‘who are not remarkable for their tenderness

‘heart sbudder. But in & single city in
nited States there ‘were nearly five
88 many evictions in 1890 as there|
in the whole of Ireland. - The eviction

in the ity of New York in that|;

re-twenty-three thousand eight hun-
¢ : :&li_trinilrﬂ'qw York

seven hundred and twenty eviction warrants
were .issued. Is.  there. any ome who
can  imagine the  hapeless  poverty,
the misery and the destitution which
this state of things implies? Alowing that
there were five persons in every one of the
evicted households, we have -an aggregate
of 148,600 persons: in" the largest and
wealthiest city of the United -States made
homeless. ' It must be: remembered that
these facts are given not by an enemy of the
United States but by one of its own citizens
writing for their information and edifica-
tion, ' He reminds them that they cannot
be_properly considered  prosperous when in
asingle year, after every allowance is made,
a8 many as one hundred thousand persons
are made outoasts.

But poverty in the United States is not
confined to ite great cities. - It isfound that
the rural population cannot live and keep
out of ‘debt. ‘The farmers of some of the
most fertile states, although sober and in-
dustrious, are obliged to mortgage not only
their farms, but their stock and" their farm-
ing implenients. In the state of Nebraska, in
the year ending May 31, 1892, the total of
the mortgages filed amonnted to $59,915,416
‘and total released $41,604,195, leaving the
burden on the land increased by $18,221,221.
There were besides 2,100 mortgages on
fsrms and lots satisfied by  foreclosures.
The amount -of the chattel ‘mortgages filed
was $25,138,016. ' The mortgage indebted-
ness of five of the richest agricultural states
of the Union' is literally enormous. Hare
are-the figures :

in the year ending September 1, 1592, the

The Colonist,

132,902,322

are studied the secret

of the Farmers Alliance will be revealed.
It is hardly a matter of wonder that farm-
‘ers  groaning - under such ‘a load of debt
and not huving an extensive knowledge of
political science should look to the State to

listen - eagerly to fanatics' and ‘demagogues
who . promised to 'extricate them: from
a Slough of Despond blacker and deeper
than the one which the * inspired
tinker ” . saw - in  his dream. = Yet
these - hopelessly embarrassed cultivators
of -the soil form & very ‘considerable
proportion” of what is represented to
Canadians as the most prosperous natign
that the sun shines on. And these Western
farmers are not the only men in the United
‘States who have found it necessary to mort-
gage possessions nominally theirs. There
are now in Washington sbatracts of about
nine  million mortgages.  This gives one
morigage for every seven inhabitants. . Mr.
Flower’s ' inquiries ' have 'not ‘raised his
Epirits or caused him to contemplate the
future of the Great Republic cheerfully.

{ An intelligent Study of them ought to oon-

vinoe Canadians that it would be wise

| which the Rev. Mr. Flower has brought to

'HE RIGHT COURSE.

It is. more than probable that the
report that the Toronto Empire will
announce ‘to-morrow - that the tariff of
canal  tolls  adopted ' for - thisy  year

veasels, merchandise and oitizens of “the

mission of tolls on grain-laden vessels bound
to Montreal was construed by ‘the United
States Government  as. a discrimination
against Awericans, and it certainlf had
that appearance. It is, therefors, wise in
the Dominion to- discontinue the practice
and to carry out the terms of the Washing-
ton treaty in such & way that the United
States will not have the shadow of a cause for
complaint, It would indeed have been better .
to have put all vessels on exactly the same

| foosing as soon as it was found that the

Americans looked upon the regulation
granting remission of tolls to vessels bound
to Canadian ports as obnoxicus and as a
breach of faith. It is of the firat importance
that the parties to an agréement, whether
they are nations or individuals; should be
perfectly confident that each will carry out

| its conditions to the letter. Tt ia better to

suffer inconvenience and loss . than - to give
the slightest canse for an imputation of bad
Inith. 'We are, therefore, pleased to see
that the Government yielded this point.
It required some courage to do o, for, as
‘the Americans have retalisted, those who

.| are unfriendly to Canads and its Govern.
¢ | ment will be pretty sare to say thet the

- EDITORIAL COMMENT:

- WHITAKER'S: ALMANAC for 1893 has been
'kindly sent us by a valued correspondent
in London. It contains a long; well-written
and carefally compiled description of British
Columbia.  The information” it affords is
full, accurate and up to the present moment.
There is, unfortanately, in it one typographi-
cal error.. The 3 per cent. loan of £200,000
inscribed ‘stock which was put upon the

 London market in 1801, is made by the

printer to be £20,000. With this excep-
tion we cannot discover the slightest inac-
caracy in the article. 1ts statistics are
-remarkably fall and well arranged, - The
person - who wrote it is evidently 'well
acquainted with the Province, is impressed

with its importance and takes a great inter-
est in ite welfare. The article *‘ British
Columbis,” in Whitaker's Almauac, will, no
doubt, be a splendid advertisement for the

Provinoe and do it 8 great desl of good.

To-Day - -
rilla stands at the head in the
: D i-no&roul‘&
petitors, 1t has a larger sale than
could - mot be

Hood’s

catharti

mw‘&um« &olﬂm:nhm

relieve them of their burden, and shounld |

i ooy e o . 7 n,r 3 -
un | $heir loyaity; tibquire tnto the cause of the | 110, DO¢ 88 that she was little but
. | condition of things in the United States

puts an ‘end to all discrimination against.

United States, is perfectly true. The re-

M. QUAD'S SKETC
The Little Womian at Lone Pine'Station—The
.~ Stlent City, :

" [Copyright, 1898, by Chatles B. Lowis.|

In the building of the first: great trunk
line of railroad across the continent up-
wards of 10,000 men were killed by In-
dians or met death- through sickness or
accident. During the first three or “four
years.of train service tramps and toughs
and terrors made life a burden for -all
train conductors, and the small stations
were entirely at their mercy. - There
were plenty of telegraph operators out of
a job who conld not be induced to take a
lone station at any salary, and sometimes
the company had to send three men to a
station where there was little or nothing
for one to do. ¢

Lone Pine station was up in the moun-
tains, just at the ecast end of a long
stretch of snow sheds. It was thirteen
miles from Bad Creek to the west  and
eleven from*Big Rock to the east. - The
names of these stations, together with
dozens of others,. have aince been
changed. At the date I write of a man
named Clark had the Big Rock station.
I had Bad bsdreek, and a new agent and
operator j taken possession of
Lone Pine. JnT'{at station Had . been
vacant for a week. It had been held by
& young man pamed Reed for about three
months, buty 6ne night he was found dead:
and robbed—the “work of the lawless
element then - over-running the west.
The first news Igot from the new sagent
came from herself over the wire one
afternoon, and this is what she said : :

“‘Allow me to introduce myself as Mrs.
Hadley, the new agent at Lone- Pine.
I aw just out from Chicago. - Charming
place this, and I know I shall like -it.
Hope to become better acquainted.”

I found out later that she was a widow

772 | about twenty:six years old, good looking,

well educated and possessed mty . of
couirage and common sense. ust” why
she didn’t do as most other widows do
was no one's business but herown. Find-
ing that she munst earn her own livinp,
ghe learned telegraphy and came down
the road in ‘search -of a place. They
didn’t.want to give her the station at
Lone Pine, buf she was so persistent
that she was finally installed. -~ As at
many other s'ations, she had to gather
her own firewcod ‘and cook her-ewn pro-
visions, andthere were many annoyances
to be encountered.

* Clark and'l were both knocked out’ to
find that'a 'woman hed been sent to Lone
Pige.  Had ‘it been a man we should
have expected him to take care of him-
self, but as it was &  woman we couldn’t
help but worry. . There was hardly a
day that we dido’t- have to drive some
tough out: of our houses at the muzzle - of
a shotgun, and both of us had twice been
‘held up and cleaned ont by gangs. - Her
m hwu even hmoio; i e Ml:g

u; er sex might respec!

some there were _mgen -abroad as wicked as
the old: time pirates. . In responseto our
inquiries she assured us that she had
been provided with the regular outfit of
weapons by the company, and that she
should not hegitate to shoot if she found
it necessary, -

1t was in May when the little woman
took posseasion. I tibing her I
i such
. was the fact.~ Her weight was not over
100 pounds, and she looked more like &
girl of sixteen than'sa woman of twenty-
six. . T got a chance to run up.and see
her one afternoon in the month and
found het: nicely settled. She had. been
more or less annoyed by roughs, but
there had been no occasion to test her
nerve as yet. I found her double-
barreled shotgun loaded with -buckshot;
‘and her navy revolver ready for business,
and she agsured me that she shounld not
hesitate to fire upou any. man who men-
aced her safety. -

I went home much relieved in mind,
Outside of the fraternal feeling 8o strong
among the brotherhood of the key, there
was something in- the thought of that
little woman - being mhodv up . there
alone among the grim hillsand wild for-
ests calculated to keep & manawake when
he should have been sound asleep in his
cot;  The first alarm came one night
early.in July. In the forenoon of  that
day two .very rough locking men -had
come up the track from the west. = They
-halted at.my station, -sized - me up and
then demanded something to eat. = I
might have given them a - bite: had they
requested instead of demanded; but when
I saw that they meant to gck a quarrel
and have an excuse for assaulting
‘and robbing me" I brought’out a shet-
gun and obliged them to walk on. ~ As
soon as they were out of sight ‘T notified
the little'woman at Lone Pine to look
out for them. ~ She replied that she
would, and nﬁ to 10 o'clock at night T
heard from

tramps bhad not put in an appearance. It
was 11:30 o'clocg and I was sound. asléep
when 1 heard Loné Pine call me over thg
L wire. T rolled off my cot and ran to the
instrument and asked what was wanted.

¢‘The tramps are here,” was the reply.
‘They Are]n;’;chng at the door m&mgk-
ing for food and shelter.” -

“B:f don’t lelt. them in. get down
your shotgun, lay it across the. table,
‘with the muzzles-pointed at the the deor,
and if they break in pull both “triggers 1"’

“They are cursing me and declari
they. will set the cabin on fire if I don’t
open the door!” telegraphed the little
woman a moment later.

““If you open‘the door they will mur-
der you !  You have a slidi
the right of your -door if I remember
right ¢

‘QYea». 2.

“Take your revolver, slide the sash
back and fire npon the fellows 1"

*‘But'T might kill one of them 1”’
““That's what you want to do—both -if
possible’! - ¥f you show any fear of them
they will batter the door in, 'and’ then
God help you 1 '

*It’s awful to shoot”’——

Then came a break. I knew that the
fellows were making some demonstration
which obliged her to act, and during the
next sixty seconds I heard every beat of
my heart.  Then came the tremulous

message :
- *‘1—T've shot one of them, and what—
what shall T do about it 7"
“Di you fire from the window 7’

‘:a?. ? %
. “‘Don’t do anything except wait: and
watch.  1f you have hit one, the other
will likely “make off. If he'tries to get

in, however,

er every hour, but the};

‘'window to|

give him the same dose.
Do you hear him about ?” Mgy
“‘No; I think he’s moved off, but the
one I shot is
awfully.” &
**Let him groan.  You'll have a train
from the east in thirty-five minutes.
Keep me advised:” I two miore
measages before the train reached her.
One was that the man had ceased to
groan and was probably dead; and the
other was that the other tramp had tried
to burst open the ‘door, but had been
driven off by her firing one barrel of her
shotgun into it from her side.. When
the train rolled in a dead man was found
at the door and a.wounded one lying on
the ground a few yards away. There
wasn't any inquesting on the dead.. The
body was carried a few miles west and
dropped into & guleh, aud the 'wounded
-man, who had half a dozen “buckshot in
his shoulder, was turned over to the first
sheriff. . The little’ woman’s adventure
made her a heroine for many weeks, and
I was not mean enough to let on that 1
bad been obliged to brace her up and
direct operations from a distance of thir-
teen miles. .

Everything went well at lone Pine
until the 13th of September. That fall
there was a regular army of tramps
headed for the west, and the employees
of every passenger and freight tram had
to be armed to the teei'.hk In ‘some in;
stances the gangs took possessiop of
freight trains’and an them to sult their
‘own convenience. . The number of train-
men killed or wounded every week was
something astonishing.” On the 13th a
gang of twenty -tramps seized a freight
train at a water tank twenty miles east of
Big Rock and ran it to- that station.
There happened t5 be a big construetion
gaog at Big Rock, and they turned to
and overpowered the tramps and seat-
tered them in every direction.” It began
raining at 2 o’clock in the afternoon, and
when night fell it was as ‘'dark as - pitch.
At 8 o'clock a train losded with bridge
material and ‘accompanied by twelve
mechanics reached my station from the
west on its way to Big Rock.

Just as it came in ‘I got word from
Clark over the wire thata landslide bhad
occurred between him ‘and Lone Pine,
fand"no trains would be able to pass it be-
fore next day.- This you 'will observe
cut Lone Pine off on the east, and it held
the bridge train at my station. I
turned in about 11 o’clock, with the rain
coming down as if everything was to be
drowned out, ahd it was just half an hour
after midnight:when 1 was called by the
little woman at Lone Pine.

“I'm sorry to disturb you,” ‘she said,
“but I fear I'm going to have trouble.”

*“What's wrong 7’

“A number of those tramps who were
bounced at Big Rock to-day have reached
here and taken possession of two. empty
freight cars 6n the siding. . The whole
crowd is half drunk and raising Cain.”

*“If they have shelter and = something |
to drink they won’t-be apt to bother you
to-night. However,; I'll sit up with you
for awhile for company’s sake. Are
yo:z‘r& ﬁreur;]l:élmded 54 $ o ‘f

e £ N gang appears to have four
or five revolvers,-and two. bullets -have
been fired through the window.” :

““Well, don’t show any light, and youm
had better bunk down on your cot.. The
fellows will gab over their hilarity pretty
mi’\ > " ‘ ¥

- It was five ‘mioutes before’ I heard
from her i The engine of the
freight train was standing almost - op-
fonto the dour, and daring the interval

~went out and roused the sleeping .en-
gineer and fireman and told them ~what
was geing on st Lone Pine. ~ If things
got desperate with the little woman I pro-
posed to take half a dozen of ‘the me-
chanics aud go up to her relief. When
she called me'again she said:

**One of the gang hag routed me up
and demanded whisky and something to
eat.  'When I'ordered him away he made
threats of what he would do.”

“Don't get shaky,” 1 replied.. *‘It’s
probably a bluff. . Construction No. 8 is

ying here, and in case you need help a
lot of us ‘will come up - on  the engine.
We'll have a cléar road and can ‘make it
in fifteen minutes.” %

It was seven minutes before she called
again. The locomotive had been fired
up, and the fireman had gone back to the
¢aboose and routed out six men who had
revolvers, and ﬂmﬂ were ready to make a
lightniug dash with us.

**You remember the old caboose car at
the end of the mde track 7. queried the
little woman'at Lone Pine.

“Y“»” ;

. ““Well, they have made a bonfive of it,
'and it’s blazing away eéven in . this rain.
There are fourteen of the fellows and the
toughest. lot T've ever seen. I think they
mean to attack the house. . Hadn’t you
better come up ¥ . -
bﬂ‘l‘l don’t want to  take ge responsi-
ility unless it is positively necessary.
Youare expected to stand them off if you
can: - No ene will blame you if you wipe
‘out the whole gang. - Talk right ‘up to
them if they come to the house.” o

~ Three or four minutes slipped away,
.given her five minutes in which to. sur-
render, and that one of the empty freight

*‘They can’t set fire to the house with
the water falling like this,” I  replied.
““You have a stout shutter at the window,
and they can onlyattack by way of the
door, if at all; ey can’t shoulder it in
with two bara across it; and 'if they bring
up & battering ram you want to' fire on
them through the lower panels.”

about tén minutes later.
‘They  brought .up a. beam,”  tele-

them the buckshot - through the lower
‘panels. - I think I "hit three or four.
Some of them are now firing into the
house, while others are bringing up fire-
brands to burn me out.”

*‘Ooming—don’t give up 1 I rattled off
to her, and thirty seconds later the en-
gine was moving away ‘with our crowd.
We had a wet track, but a clear run, and
after the first two miles we simply flew.
We had some fear that the fellows might
have turned the switch. or pushed a
freight car down on the main track, but
no such idea had occurred to them. We
went through two miles of snow-shedding
like a rocket shooting along a tube, and
when we popped oubat the eastern end
We'Were among the tramps.  The two
cars were blazmg away, and % fire had
just been started in a third. Firebrands.

groaning and taking oni

What was to be the'last message came | breeze,

with revolvers were blazing away at the
door and window,

Before the engine had come to a stop
we dropped off ‘and shooting  to
kill, and in five minutes had cleaned out
the gang. Perhaps you remember the
way that certain newspapers pitched into
us about that affair, calling it a massaere
and howling for our arrest. There were
four killed und seven wotinded. = Three
men were hit when  the little woman
fired through the door. I know what
became of the killed, for I helped to bury
them, but the wounded were taken east
that afternoon.

When the little woman opened "the
door to us she'had her revolver in her
left hand, because one of the stray bullets
bad passed through the palm of her
right. She had also been grazed on the
shoulder; and two bullets had
through her clothing.  She had fired
both barrels of the shotgun and eleven
bullets from the revolver and was doing
bravely well when weé turned the scales.
And did she continue at Lone Pine?. Ob,
no. A division superintendent fell  in
love with her, rearoused the tender pas-
sion in her breast, and away she went to
settle down on the Pacific slope and - be-
came a nobody—that is, she couldn’t be a
heroine any more.

THE SILENT CITY.

This is the fourth day since we.realized
that we were - lost. e have kept the
Black - mountains to our backs and our
faces to the west. There are six of us,
but - two are blinded and must be led
along, - Our guide is one of them, else we
should not have gone wrong.

Opver sterile plains, over wastes of sand,

over miles- of thicket and scrub and
broken ground, and now the afternoon is
waning.- The last food was eaten thirty
hours ago—the last few drops of water
went to moisten the crumbs. - It is a piti-
ful sight to watch men who thirst.. They
8 r as they walk. They clutch at
space with their fingers. They are dead
to each other, saying never a word from
hour to hour. . They seem t: stare into
vacancy as-they walk, and the smile which
flits* over the face now and then is the
laugh of an idiot. And'there.is a feeling
‘of ess in each hreast never known
beforé-—never to be known again. They
watch each other like wild beasts. It is
the “fear that one may discover a great
lake or river of pure cold water and drain
it to the last drop before the others come
up.
" 1t is sand here—a soil on which ‘never
8 spear of grass will take root. 1t blisters
our feet anew .as we toil on. = Sometimes
the great rattlesnakes will crawl grudg-
ingly away at sight of us, but oftener we
must turn aside and make a new path, It
is a'plain 'of horror and desolation. - Even
the atmosphere above it is given over to
the vultare alone. What hope have we?
‘Why not lie down and die ?

Since noon every eye has been fastened
on a green spotmiles away. There are
trees there—water, shelter, perhaps peo-
ple and food. < To'the right and left we
can see green mountains. 'We raised no
shout at sight of this haven. - Thirst had
benumbed and silenced us.  Our fongues
were .tP]mko:l?m lips cracked and l}))ll?:d-
ing, iding, !hfgermg ing, stumbling,
we press forward, and as the sun is wir.g-
in'a hand’s breadth of the horizon ling we
find grass under. cur feet, trees around
us, and before us a city—Avye; a city -in
the valley ! We and stare. We

are at the end of a long street, and it is
lined with log and board and stonehouses
—a hundred of them.

At our left bubbles up a great spring to
form a-river fifty miles away. rmrg is
no haste, ' An hour ago we would have
sold our hopes of heaven for a gill of
water. Now we have lost our thirst. It
is only after we dip our hands in the cold
‘water and moisten lips and tongue that a
frenzy seizes us' and-we cannot drink
enough. The guide asks what we see
around us, and when told of the street
and houses he whi:ﬁ;en 3 ;

‘It is Death Valley, and we have come
to the Silent City [ .

‘While the others kindla a fire to roast
the rabbits so easily secured two of us
advance until we are at the beginning of
‘the street. - On the first building there is
a faded sign of “Hotel.” - There are no
d;)ou in fnx%es, no wi!;d_o"lv. ml;e- h:
the openings, and a partof the rool
fallen in. 'We look :I:to the room where
‘men once drank and cursed and shed each
other’s blood. A rattlesnake lies in the
centre of the floor,and a lizard frisks
along the mouldering sh
killed he dozens of men! = Water
‘never washed out all the blood stains on
this rough floor, - $ .

“We go slowly up the street, pausing to
look into nvil!’oo:wny here " and there.
There is grass from side to side of the
street now. . Yopua;‘q? the feet of horses
and mules and the wheels of wagons cut
the earth to dust.. Desperate men rode

p and down here and performed desper-
ate deeds. . This building, which needs
 but-a stronger puff of wind to bring it to
earth; wasa- m ; the next a grocery;
the next an eating house ; the next a ho-
tel. - Here and ¢ a weather -beaten
sign still - holds out, and before one of
them we pause for a.few minutes. It
swings on rusty hinges before a hut which
might still shelter a wayfarer and reads,
“Undertaker.” . This man buried the
dead when the city. teemed with life.
Time has buried the city itself,

Here: and there, as we wander on, a
door creaks on its hinces in the evening
COreak, creak, creak! It is
thirty years since Time buried the ciuy.
and yet the doors creak on. - At intervals

graphed the Jittle woman, ‘“‘and I gaveldecay has left a pane of glass in its sash.

It catches the rays of the setting sun and
throws a reflection on the faces of the
Indians " camped twenty miles away.
They are awed and speak in whispers.
They know of the Silent City, but they
never approach it. - ‘They believe it was
accursed. Serpents wriggle off the rot-
ting doorsills as we advance; and now and
then a wolf rushes out of a building in a
frightened way and makes off with drag-
ging tail. <
e come to the end of the street at
last.  Here is the graveyard. Onoe there
were headboards. ~Nothing is now left to
mark them, Each grave is sunken ; into
each cavity the wolf has dug with ghoul-
ish'instinct: ' On a dead and leafless tree
in the center of the plot sits & great owl
blinking at-the last rays of sunset. There
are days when the vulture drops down

were piled up against the house at three

here and walks ‘about in search of food,

different places, and thres or four fellows | |

are durnb; but we ara not mistaken. : We | thoge

elves. Men were |

“he ﬁndi n:oﬂnqg >,-Il: is'a quarter of a
i}ﬁm since the bones were picked clean
meat. %

As the twilight comes and the shadows
fade into darkness we make our way back
along the street of desolation and death.
It is as silent as the grave; The silence
makes us fearful, and we hasten our
steps. Now and then we look back to
see if we are pursued. - We think of the
spirits of the tfeod gathering in the Silent
City as night comes down, and chills
creep over us and -our linibs grow weak.
And when we sit at the campfire and
speak of whati ‘we have seen no man dare
raise his voice above a whisper. Even
the men whose eyes were burned and
blinded by the awful heat and glare of
the July sun bealsmf down on the sands
of the desert try to look into the darkness
and shiver as they crowd closer.

: M. Quan.

MURRAIN OF CATTLE.

Fatal Cattle Epidemic in Japan—Every Beast
Within Thirty Miles of Yokohama Dead,
and the Disease Spreading.

San FrAXo1scO, Jan. 14.—Details of the
fatal cattle disease in Japan were received
by the steamer Gaelic. On December 3 the
Gaelic reached Yokohama from San Fran-
cisco. The Oriental company usually sup-
plies its steamers. with fresh beef at Yoko-
hama’ for the return trip, but when the
island was reached this time the captain of
the Gaelio was informed that a serions dis-
ease was raging among the cattle around
Yokohama, and that it would be impossible
to -furnish meat for the return trip. = Ar-
rangements were then made for a supply at
Hongkong.

When ‘the Gaelic' left  Yokohama for
Hongkong all the dairy farms arecund Yoko-
hama were being guarded by policemen,
and no milk was furnished to any of the
hotels in the city for fear the disease may
be in the milk. Two weeks later the
Gaelic returned and found that every cow
and steer within a radins of miles of
the city was dead, and that the disease was
spreading all over Japan. . A meat famine
was feared, and only the best hotels conld
secure any beef. = They received a supply
from Hongkong by the Gaelic.

Dr. M. man, who was en board ship,
says the damage done cannot be estimated
yet, but the dairy business around -Yoko:
hama has ‘been wiped out. He could give
no facts about the disease except that it re-
sembled the rin and .was fatal in
every oase, death ensning within six hours
after an attack. To save the dairy ' and
beef industries, it will be to im-
port all - cattle. - Those which were
ongim;l‘liy shipped from Eogland; but it is
expected now that some ordera will be sent
to the United States. Thusfar horses and
sheep have escaped the scourge, but -it is
thought these animals will become mabject
to the disease, which, thus far, has pro-
ceeded unchecked.

IN NO IMMEDIATE DANGER.

Hon. J. G. Blaine Passés an Easy and Com-
fortable Day—He is Stronger
and Better,

WaASHINGTON,- Jan.  14.—Mr. Blaine is
kept alive by stimulants. - The physicians
say his vitality is wonderful, as the guantity
of nourishment. passing ‘his lips daily is
seaccely enoughte keep life in a canary, but

Aot last: very much longer.

told terribly upon the sick ‘man. - His face
is shrunken and wan and bh hands are

: : tted to
‘ of mind is not dead. This
tient, the best he has: in its entire!
fo‘r two days. Dr. me ﬂz
house at 10 o’clock remsining only a
moments: - He says Mr. Bls is stronger
than he was yesterday and passed an easy,
‘comfortably day. Dr. Johnston stated that
he would not return during the night unless
sen for, and Dr. Hyatt will not be there
either, which would indicate that the
i and t«h; {;mily ogn-idor li::
stronger an tter and in no im-
mediate danger.

few

PANAMA CANAL:

The Time for Its Construction Extended—Gov-
ernment Authorized to Enter Into a
New Contract if Neceasary.

New York, Jan. E_—Tbo Herald’s Pan-
ama cable says: President Nuunez, of the
United States of Colombia, sends the fol-
lowing telegram to the Herald fromy Carta-.
gena, under date of Jannary 12: Congress
has
ﬁczed. or - the construction.of the Pacama

Article 1 of the Act authorizes the Goy-
ernment o medify, in-accordance with cer-’
tain provisions w .are . er: th
contract.entered into on
between the Minister of Fore

authorized Yo sign an entirely new contract,
which will not: be subject to the approbation
of Congress.

Another law just passed by the Colombian
Congress ample fundsfor the gradnal
exchange of paper money for silver.

e

VICTORIA’S PUBLIC LIBRARY.

To rue Eprror :—I wish to draw atten-
tion to a matter which seems to me to be
specially in need of such publicity as the
CoLONIST can give : I refer to the  Victoria
Public Library and Reading Room, With
regard to the latter, it is surely an alto-
gether unheard-of thing in institutions of
this kind that they should be closed in the
evening, the very time when nine-tenths of
the people most likely %o benefit b{ the
library are alone able to attend. If the
learned gentleman who takes charge of -the
library were to curtail the morning attend-
ance by even one hour, and devote that
time to the evening, it is only reasonable to
expect that it would be the most nseful
hour of the dsy. To the great majority of

The long strain upon his comstitution has |-

ow that the |
e, been & good day for the | &

proved a law giving an extension of

ferred by article 1 of the new law, it is|

The Cure For

Scrofula was once stpposed to bo ¢}
touch of royalty. To-day, many g
people know that the ‘‘sovereign re:

is Ayer’s Sarsaparilla. This powerful

tive extirpates “‘the evil” by thorc
eliminating all thestrumous poison frc
blood. Consumption, catarrh, and v s
other physical as well as mental maladies,
have their origin in

SCROFULA

‘When hereditary, this disease manifests jt.
self in childhood by glandular swellings,
running sol swollen joints, and genera}
feeblenessof body. Administer Ayer’sSarsa.
parilla on appearance of the first symptoms,

“My little girl was troubled with a pain.
ful scrofulous swelling under one of hep
arms. The physician being unable to effecy
a cure, I gave her one bottle of

Ayer’s

Sarsaparilla, and the swelling disappeared.”
—W. %.nKenixedy, McFarland’s, RE?;

“I wascuredof scrofulaby theuseof Ayers

parilla.”—J, C. Berry, Deerfield, Mo,

I was troubled with a sore hand for over

two years.  Being assured the case was

mgﬂn, I took six bottles of Ayer’s

Sarsaparilla

;in:b. was cured.”—H. Hinkins, Rivertop,

Prcguod Dr. J. €. Ayer & Co., Lowell, Magg,
Sols by-n%magsu. gﬁw‘l;'six boules,aig,

Cures others, will cure you

“W, H, KEELEY GOLD CURE COMPANY"
(FOREIGN).

REGISTERED THE 1678 DAY OF DECEMBER, 183,
. Certificate of Registration.

r_l\ﬂ& istnoert%ﬂmtllmvetb.is day regis.
tered -the ** W, H. Keeley Gold Cur}e Sﬁﬁ.

any” (Foreign), under the “Companies’ Act)
But IV, tration of Foreign Com panies”
and “the “Companies’

The ﬁm for which the Company is esta,

lished
First.—The establishing and conducti
Wtauuq.ddinsd-ntes gor the tmatrcxxgxgg;

persons the use of alcholic Jj.
quor, opiom, tobacco Saroc e I
stimulants, and

Aot Amendment Act,

and other narcotics ap
for the treatment and cumg

Second.—The mn. ufacture and sale of th
Gold Cure, and the establishment 0%
o8 and institutions for the sale and use

Third.—The earrying on and conducting of
all business necessary or incidental to
jects before mondon& 7 e
The amount of the Capital steck of the saj
Ay
T resof t
bow, ) of two hundred
The term of the existence of the said Com
pany is fifty years, '

< The of busiiess of the said Co i
Mﬁeﬂom Province of Bri?ispl?n({o’x‘.

In testimony whereof I have heret ]

iy o8 D e e s °éﬁmcﬁe§:§i: i
'y al ] i i

g A e e B AL Columbia, ' =™

> C. J. LEGGATT,
Registrar of Joint Stock Companies,
Jjab-wimo

JNGERSOLL ROCK DRILL (0,

OF CANADA, LTD,
: MoNTREAL,

s Rock DRILLS
Air Compressors.

and

- of .
= and Duplicate
always on hand, -

‘WM. GORDON, Agent for B. O,

OFFICE: GALPIN BLOCK,|

P..0. Box 787, Gov b
X 1 404 .mtcnm?.'&.VI oria,

B TREATISE on §
sufferer who will send me thelr EXPRESS and P.0.
T. A. Stooum, M. C;,

ST., WEST, TORONTO, ONT.

self-ly-w

Petoheron  Horses, Holstein-
Friesian Oattle, and York-
“Ohester White and
Berkubire Pi

i : iy :Z o ,"r ) ight 160
pounds L BN

=] ; best of legs
fest ; prompt Active; a sure stock
jk Stallien, 3 years old; will make s
Holstein-Fr { Calves fbulls and heiers),
by & son. of Clothilde 1L, who gave 2340
ik in one year, and made 320 lbs,
in ninety days, Stock ail registered
g e &

PAGE,
Riverside P.O., B.Cs

lng(tm £ will buy 140 scre
toite from railway s n ; near
mn b.tx ;y abo‘:moio acred
¢leared ; ADCE .l&l}xy timbered ; all
‘.l‘mzlﬂ&; og house, ix{'tlzl’xl"ma ms}‘;]lom'
rent. Bartell, rson, P. Oy
me&%m ; e nol0-tf

HAGYARD'S

“YELLOWOIL’

Cures Rheumatism.

Preeman’s Worm Powier

Are pleasant to take. Contain thelr ows
Purgative. Is a safs, sure and effectual d¢
troyer of worms in Children or Adults,

5.4
THE GREAT ENGLISH PRESCRIPTION.

A suoocesstul Medicire used 30 years b
thiousands . of b Cmres all diseasd
caused by abrse,

those who depend on the Public Library for | substi

a large of their reading, it isat t

:Fenonyoneovenmginthe week, which is
together insufficient. S

'« MICH,
Fer sale and mailed by QLANGLEY

&
Vigioria, B, O Ay13-d&w-ood

* railwa

" LAPDR IN POL

-w aas Positions Oc
e . by Represen
the Workingm

e e

: ms Called
v ‘House—Their Iné
- Records.

Loxpox, Jan. 13.—A b
wepap » compositor, & gen
» s xgbuze porter havel

rof the upper chamb
lature of New Zealand. Sul
of yolumineous advices recdy
NowMGovernment 0
Ripon, Secretary of State fq
Some time ago Lord Ripon
Governorof New Zealand thy
cept the advice of his ministe
the ‘creation of new membersfl
sive Comncil. The Governmg
pave taken the secretary ath
ived to-da.y rec
Wﬂ ”o,aud ons tl&gb is
hour.in all the leading
g:l:mntl at Downmg’st o
chamber of the New Zeals
has always been held sac
blood of the colony, large lan
of wealth-and influence wha
i gervice -in the lo
b t has taken fo!
from their workshops and s
them: to the upper chambd
news received in Downing st
re-eoho throughout the world

Klaborate reports concei

Fecrl’ ? accompany #
;‘e{:ﬂm to-day. Not one of
.dabbled in politics. The fi
kinson, is & boiler-maker in
'orklbit)pu. “;‘}llen

asking if he would al
gl"i;,mbm“"d to the Gove
side a boiler bo.ng‘feg _inave
lﬁ:‘gh poked in them
:Gh ¥ ﬂ:e’cylinder. Jenk
treated the affair as a hoax, &
take any notice of it ; but
pursnaded to send a reply
atterwards going on with -}
without uyﬁg aword. He
ageand was born in New
owes his elevation to the fack
successively president of
Boile ? Union and the
branch: of the same society.

Another of the new cﬁ
Rigg, is & compositor in the

ri?t'ingoﬁoe. He is 34 yes
gom in Viotoria, but went tq
at an early age, and isa Ro
He owes his new position to
bei ent of the Wel
and Labor Council. William
edin, another of the new
storeman in. a warehouse tH
native of the Shetland Island
life. was asailor. He went td
about 30 years ago. He has
as_storeman by the firm of
merchants by whomEl[xe is no
the past 28 e is said]

ing, self-educated man. Bol

on to Sir Robert S;out,

of the colony, and whohasa
ion of Bolt’s ab lities.

‘The remaining labor men
n " is the Imlm.nlprinber
land Evening Star. It was
derstood that the proprietos
nal, which enjoys a large ci
North, wonld have been him
nominees, gnd t Was the
it was found that he had bee
in favor of the chief of
staff,

RUTHERFORD B. H

The Only Living Ex-President
.‘Mémber of the Washing
Historical Socief)

TAcoma, Jan. 18.—At the
meefing of the Washington S
Society ex-President Rutherf
was glected as the first hon
thereof. - This fact was con
him by Becretary Hobart, aceg
a diploma of honory membe
Segretary Hobart reecived -
letter, accompanied with
photograph of himself.

SPrEeny, G Fri NT. O

My Duak S1e.-] approciate

meé by the Washingion rtate
ty, and I ou and the =
1 beg y 7

Mr, Hays is the only living
of the United States except {
the lower left-hand corner .
.graph is the Latin abbrevi
&5, with his age, 70, and |

“when the [hoto was take
icoat-of -arms is at the top of !
an eagle standing on
gs uplifted, with the
seroll beneath : * Qui patris
‘optime servit suis partibas.”s

AMERICAN SHIP €

rraoeedlngs of the Convention
. ting in Washington—A 8
® Congress Asked Fo

“SWismrscroN Crty, Jan.
n of representatives of
Podies and the lake inf
; . called by the Dulafi
Commierce to organize a mg
port of a scheme to unite the
and the ocean by a ship ¢
iUnited States territory, met
with between seventy-five ang
-delegates sent. W. R. H
dentiof the Duluth Chamber
Was made temporary chairm
A#$ the afternoon session &
: were made, among
orge (. Ely, of Cleveland
#hat for the present the cony
dtself to a.declaration in favg
Priation by Congress to m
gﬁ& for the canal. Spe
it of intemnal improvement
try; he the impression
the United States expended
other nation. As a matter o
there had been ezpended all ¢
tional and state governments
1890 for the improvemeat of
and bai canals less than|
France

. expended over

P “with nothing like the expech

Hent  bencfit that promise|
States,

- The committee on Perma
tion reported, recommending
cera: President, Goorge
B=Presidents, S. C. Osgd
3% A. Sweet, New'
“vice-president froj

s 8, A. Thompson

Ely stated his platform i




