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THE FOOLISH
WIVES OF KINGS.

Sephia Dorothea, Napoleon’s wives, Marie An-
toinette.

(By SIDNEY DARK, in John O’London).

v

Foolish wives and foolish husbands
@re not the monopoly of any cne

class, but the folly of persons in high ?

places is more conspicuous and gen-

, erally more mischievous than the fol-l

1y of the undistinguished. The reign-
ing queens of this country from
Boadicea to Victoria have ' generally
been women of character and of con-
spicuous ability. Mary Tudor, un-
healthy and unhappy as she was, was
no fool. The Tudors did not count
folly amorg their qualities, . Mary's
gister, Elizabeth, was perhaps ' the
subtlest and most unscrupulous
. statesman in BEurope at the end of
‘the Renaissanee, Mary, who is al-
ways linked with her husband Wil-
‘liam in our history books, was mnot
‘without sagacity. Mr. Lytton Strach-
ey has revealed to us the real Vic-
toria and her capable mnarrowness,
and only poor Anne remains a monu-
ment of fat stupidity.

STUPID CONSORTS.

The English Queen-Consorts have
been less distinguished and have gen-
erally been commonplace, and even
mischievously stupid. Philippa of
Hainault, whom one remembers for
her intercession for the burghers of
Calais, was the worthy wife of her
really great husband, Edward  III.
‘Among other things, she persuaded
Flemish weavers to settle at Nor-
wich, and was the patroness of Freis-
sart, And Shakespeare would have
us believe that Queen Margaret, the
wife of Henry V1., was a lady of fierce
character; though perhaps Shakes-
peare, with the help' of Miss Genevieve
Ward, has improved on history. *

HENRY VIIL’s EXPERIMENTS.

_ Henry VIIL. made many experi-
ments in matrimony, but his wives
were not conspicuous for wisdom.
The unlucky Catherine of Aragon— .

“rather ugly than otherwise, of low
stature and rather stout, very good
and very religious; speaks Spanish,
French, Flemish, English”—was . the
friend of Erasmus, and therefore pre-
sumably - not without intelligence.
Anne Boleyn was ‘a strumpet. Jane
Seymour remains a ‘“shadow. Anne
of C'~ves was probably not unfair-
ly d ed by her husband as “no!
better ‘°~ . a Flanders mare.” Cath-
erine Hov "rd (portrayed with great
skul by A . Ford. Ml.dox Hue!!er in
his movel “T~~ Fifth ‘Queen”) certl.ht-
1y had no gre-* wisdom. But the last
of the wives, the elderly Catherine;
Parr, had a certain suburban astute-'
ness.

Catherine of Braganza, the Portu-
guese wife of Charles II., who brought
him Bombay as a dowry, was a com-
placent fool, unable to influence her
husband for good or evil.

FOOLISH SOPHIA.

Sophia Dorothea, the wife of that
most unpleasant gentleman George |
1, was foolish enough to - make a
tragedy of her life, - Thackeray says;

She was most beautiful,  lively,
witty, accomplished; his brutality out-
raged her; his silence and coldness
chilled her; his cruelty insulted her.
No wonder she did mnot love him.
How could love be a part’ of the com-
pact in such ‘a marrisge as that?
With this unlucky heart to dispose ofy

' the poor creature bestowed it .on

Philip of Konigemark, than whom :a
greater scamp ;does not walk the his-
tory of the sevénteenth century. ...

The princess wanted to fly with
him; to quit her odious husband "at

‘l'any rate. She beloutht ‘her. parents

to receive her back; had a notion.of
taking refuge in France and going
over, to tho Cstlnuc reulion.
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IN PRESENCE OF CHILDREN,

Sarnia, Ont., May 10.—Joseph! Lob-
ert, aged 33 years of age, and his wife,

_aged 29, of Elkton, a few miles from

Port Huron, Mich., fought to the death
at their farm house yesterday in the]

presence of their three little ch!}dreu. a

A hutcher knife and axe were used

in the battle, which resulted in the

death of both.

The only statement the officers have|] §

obtained is from Edward, aged four.-
He told them that his mother *“cut
heruelt with a knife and then tried to

i "hurt his papa.”

Thackeray) “with her coquetry .~ and
her wrongs, and her passionate at-
tachment to her scamp of a lover, and
her 'wild imprudences, and her mad
artifices, and her insane fidelity, nnd)
her’, turlous ,Jealousy /regarding her
lmaund (though she loathed a.nd}
cheated him), - and her prodigious
falsehoods,” was imprisoned in the
cgstle of Ahlder, and remained there
for thirty-two years. .
'Ca.roline ‘of Brunswick, the wife of
George IV., the most ungentlemanly
“First Gentleman in Europe,” was
another tragic' fool. ~Her. husband
was drunk on the wedding day.
Thackeray calls her “a kindly, gener-
ous, outraged creature.” Her wrongs

'and the insults levelled against her

made everyone in England who was
honest and honorable her friend. But
detestable creature as George IV.
was his niiserable wife certainly
played her cgrds stupidly ‘and badly
from the beginning of the game.

MARIE DE MEDICL

There is a long line of foolish
quéens in the history.of Frgnce. If
Catherine de Medici was = wickedly
clever, Marie de Medici, the second
wife of the great Henry IV. was
wickedly stupid. She was an Ttalian

-{ woman ‘Who mever learned to speak

French properly; fat, with a low
forehead shaded by frizzly fair hair,
short-sighted, greedy, spiteful,” ill-
tempered, and utterly selfish. In the
few years of her regency after her
husband’s death she succeeded in un-
doing a great deal of the good work
‘Be had done for France.

“louis XIV.’s first wife, his cousin
Maria Theresa, was a colorless cipher.
His second wife, Mme. de Maintenon,
widow of the poet Scarron, was & la-
dy of indomitable chdracter who
brought to Versailles the atmosphere
of 2 conventicle, end with great u.ct
bent the king to her will. ¥

x THE MOST TRA,GIG FOOL.
Marie Antoinette is,* perhaps, the

 most tragic fool in ‘history. Empty-

headed; - frivolous, - pleasure-loving,

ing the match to:, the accumulated

; rubbish of the Bourbons and bringing:}
 the royal line to an end. She wasno|

more foolish, perhaps, than her hus-

‘band, but she certainly had no sort of

understanding of the crisis into which
she was born. 'She loved intrigue.
'The lﬂ!7 ‘business of . the diamond
necklace was of incalculable use -to
the re
‘thetic as ‘her fate was, Ilrlo Antoin-

Joseph, Jr., aged 10, nlrd ‘his sister,

aged eight, returned from ‘school in/

the afternoon to find their parents in.a
welter of blood in- the ‘backyard of
their home,” while the three younger
children sobbed qnietl'y in the seat of
an-old. buggy ‘nearby, -

Investigation” by Prosecuting Attor-
ney A. H, Sauer, of Bad Axe, and a
coroner’s jury of ‘six men selected at
i the scene ‘of the crime, practically es-
tablished the fact that the man and
woman had fought until both were
mortally wounded.

The other two smaller children who'

were also at home at the time of the
tragedy, were aged two years and six
months respectively.

After Thirty Years
of Kidney Trouble.

SHE TURNED TO DODD’S KIDNEY
PILLS.
Mrs, M. Carlson tells how after long
Suffering She P“lﬂa Relief in
Dodd’s Kidney Pills. g

Product, Sask., May 17th (Special)—
Mrs. ‘M.  Carlson, a well-known resi-
dent here, has given for publication
the reason why ghe is recommending }
Dodd’s Kidney Pills to all her neigh-
bors.

“]1 suffered:from kidney diseases for
thirty years,” Mrs. Carlson Butes
“Sometimes. I could hardly work. I
took about five boxes of Dodd’s Kid-
ney Pills which .gave me relief.”

“I recommend Dodd’s Kidney Pills
to anyone who suffers from kidney di-
sease or rheumatism.”

Dodd’s Kidney Pills are just a kid-
ney remedy. They atrengthen the kid-
' neys and enable them to do their full
work oOf straining all the impurities
out of the blood.

,If you are run down, out of sorts or
suffering from that tired feeling that
spring brings, ask your neighbors
about Dodd’s Kidney Pills. Your kid-
neys require attention.

‘she had.every qualification for apply-j

Following a . time-honored  custom,
ithousands of Central and Hastern
‘European ‘peasants, when .war broke
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In'Brown vnth rubber heel,
4.00, 4

In_Black with rubber heel, 4.50

3POOL HEEL

LACE SHOES,

in Black, Brown and
Patent, only 2.75.

ALL PATENT LEATHER

PUMPS,
spool heel, 2.75.
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INFANTS’ BOOTS,

in Black or Brown Kld,

lace and button,
1.35.

Black or Brown Kid,

lace and button,
1.60.

Infants’ Soft Sol
assortet shades,
lace and button,

65¢.

Men’s Brown Boots 600
Men’s Brown Boots . .

Boots,

Wlth rubber heel .
7.00.

..7150

Dark Bro
150

With rubber heels .. .. 5.00 the

MEN§ 1
.| SUMMER SHogg
Black Kid, rubber e

Brown Calf, rubber
heel . . ..
Black Kld rubber}

a Brown Kid, rubber
. heel . !

Brown Brogue

Women’s 1-Strap Shoes g
Women’s 3-Strap Shoes  §
Wo’s Tan 4-Strap Shoe,
Wo’s Tan- 2-Strap Shoes,
Wo’s Pat.'4-Strap Shoes §
Women’s Grey Suede Shog
6.00,7,
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coins had disappeared-: from circula-

tion  in Germany, Austria-Hungary,
Jugoslavia, Rumania and Poland.
To-day a:peasant who buried one
hundred: 5-kronen pieces is a million-
‘aire; he can exchange:the 500 kronen

‘1 in" sflver for ome miffon = krohen in

paper money.

In Austria-Hungary alone there had |}

been in circulatlon-‘omethrng tilre 200
million kronen worth of éilver monéy
before the war.
the enormous ‘sum of 200 billion

kronen to buy up her hal! ot this.

hoarded ‘silver currency.

The fact of being a - milionaire = in
those countries does-not ‘miean any-
thing. Such a million is aymillion in
figures, but not in value; and*when
such a million i converted into a
sound currency the ' shrinkage is
fabulous. ;

But the purchasing power of the
depreciated . currencies of

proportion with the decrease of their’
exchange value. One million: Austrian
kronen, which were worth before the
war almost '$200,000, are worth to-day

not quite $120; but their' purchasing’

value in Austria is’ considerabiy more
then ‘that.

rout, buried their silver OM.III mhm g .

‘2 rainy day. 2
These silver coins- nn.tu retsln-

onary leaders, and, ¥ pa- -ed their former value. But the hoard-

hl ‘was done on. such .an . extensive

‘ette  was undoubtedly the anthor o!

NAPOLEONS SILLY WOMEN..

Both Napoleon’s wives wd'g silly
vomem. Josephine was shallow and|
Marle Louise was mtom
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Latest Ar.rivals
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Another Shipment Just Opened.

Charming Styles, Ready-to-Wex,

Latest Models.

DRESS SERGES. -

All fine -make.

Navy $1.00, 1.25, 1.504 225 2.75 3.00.
 Black $1 00 1 50 :

_CURTAIN SCRIM

VENETIAN CLOTH.

In Navy, Nigger, Gray.
52 inches wide—$3.25 yard.

Fancy Flowered Voiles
33c. to $1.20 yard.

HEARTH RUGS

W“UIW. Ve

White.and:Cream:
17c. to 60c.. ;ra.rd

Tapestry 27 x 54—$3.90.
~ Velvet Axminster 27 x 54—$6.90
Velvet Axminster 30 x 64—
N EW CHINTZ
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