
"Before They Cali"

INTROD)UCTIONWIlIEN 1 sat (1ow\n to write soniietbîngý<, ablit the hlome Missions of
TIhe UnîltC(I Chutrcb, 1 was at a Ioss to kinox how to begin. 1 had
l>esi(Ie nie last year's book, *'Shining TJowers,*' by M'arianl Keitbi,

an excellent piece of wvurk, dJolie by an accornplisbied and gi fted writer,

* '. I could nieyer Ilole th do as good a story as tis. dramnatic, fascinat-
ing, and informative. IndCQ(l, I bad tried to talk the Secretaries out
of having any story writteni tbis year. Wby do tbey need a book? Tbey
have a book ! Thley have înaiiy bîooks. Jet the pleI read wvhat lias
already beeni written.

In this turiil of inlfl I wvandered aroiiid the house, disconsolate
andl restless. Absent nlinde(lv I turned on the radio, fromn the saine
impulse which drives peop>le to chew their peiieils or poke the fire, or
(lraw pigs on the left-hand suIe of their scribbler when ideas will niot
corne. The radio came on witlb a blare of sound, andl then a voice. a
hard voiCe, proclainied '*The church is (lea(. I)ead fromn tbe neck up),
and froin the neck downi." I exercised nily Ipo\er of veto then and \vent
1)ack to nmy desk. I had a lead: There are people who think the church
îs (lead, and it is, fronli wbiere they sit. Color-blind people think it is
a drab world.

There are many excellent people wbo uitterly ignore the cburcb.
People who love books, nmusic and flowers, support the Red Cross, wvotld
not short-change the Cbinaman or cheat tbe customns, or siander their
neighbours; intelligent, friendly, neigbbourly people. But for sorte reason
the church has îîever appealed to them. Tbey think it is narrow, in-
tolerant and feeble, and tbat it bas made strif e instead of peace. Tbey
once knew a mian wbo led in prayer on Sunday and worked bis borses
witb sore shoulders tbrougb tbe -week, and cbeated bis bired nman. It
putthem off the churcb for if e. If tbat's religion! tbey say in scorn.

I will write abolit Missions froin their angle. I Nvant tbein to know
what is being done. So I will begin witb my own story:

I arn tbe First Witness for the Defeuce!1
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