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POWER TO OUR ARM
On another pair of Ik* iwue of Thk Gcidk 

will hr «n a resolution passed unanimnuily 
hr the executive of lhr Manitoba Grain 
Grower* Association repudiating I hr charge* 
of partisanship m*Hr *gainst The Gcidk. 
W arc (lad to pulili«h thi* mmlulion. though 
nr knew hrforr that the nrrutive »•< rom- 
pmrd of fair-mindrd mm who would support 
a fra rim and independent paper auch a* This 
Gcidk haa alwaya hem. Of course, we knew 
that our opponents, who are the opponent* 
of the farmer* internl*, would endeavor in 
every way to discredit Thk Gcidk. But are 
will continue upon our courre, and barked by 
the independent farmer* of the writ we do 
not fear any effort* that may lie made by their 
mem in to diarmlit both the farmer* and 
Thk Gcidk. Independent we have been 
ami will continue to he.

. ♦ * ♦

KILL THE RETAILERS’ TRUST
It ia up to the member* of the Home of 

Common* to keep their eye* upon the bill 
whirh ha* juat passed the aenatr to incorporate 
the Retail Merchant*' Association. Thi* bill 
will he before the Home of Common* at once 
and the merchant* are lobbying in en meat to 
have it become law. Once they have it pa**rd 
they will be able to put the *rtew* upon the 
producer* and coniumer* harrier than ever. 
It wa* owing to the lobbying of the Retail 
Merchant* that the co-cperatitn till wa* 
killed. They *aw that the cA-cperatir,n hill, 
if it heeame law, would give the consumers an 
opportunity to do their own business if the 
merchant* did not give them a square deal. 
Now. after having the consumer* turned down 
the)’ want to form a trust that will levy still 
heavier toll from the men who support them. 
The consumer* keep the merchants alive and 
hase no objection to paying them a legitimate 
PJWSt on their business, but they do object to 
placing themselves at the mercy of any merch- 
ant*. In the United States the Retail Merchants 
tk'* ,uc** * ffrip on the consumers that 
■ • a1* now one of the strongest combines 
m the Republic—a land of great combines, 

we to have the same thing in Canada? 
e certainly will if the members of the House 

., -mnmons lietray their constituents and give 
«*• ?*^“*nt* the power to form a combine.

e hope the members will do their duty and 
__ the retail merchants’ bill to the waste 
paper basket under the committee table.

THK GRAIN UMOWLHS* GUIDE 

TO REGULATE THE COMBINES
There ia a hill now before the House of 

Commons which pros idee machinery whereby 
combine*, trusta and merger* which unduly 
enhance the price of any commodity may lie 
brought to terms The hill is fathered by 
lion. Ma< Krone King and ia backed by the 
government. The hill aims at regulating the 
coralline» through moral influence by means 
of publicity, but it provides for criminal pro- 
ending* and heavy penalties in rase other 
means fail. Under the provisions of this lull 
the people of Canada can base a combine 
insrsligsird without hearing all the cost 
themselves a* ia the rase under the present 
farcical law in force Under the new bill, 
when any producer* liefirir there is « combine 
they ran go before a judge of high court and 
make out a prima facie case, and after that 
the government will aasumr the met and the 
investigation Thi* put* the machinery of the 
law within reach of the farmer*. Take the 
c** of the cement merer A few farmer* can 
g» I adore a judge and show that the prices 
of that commodity have been jumped beyond 
all reason since the formation of the Inert. 
The government will then rtrp in ami order an 
investigation. Thi* investigation will he con
ducted by a board of three. The complainant* 
will name one member, the trust or merger will 
namr one memlu-r, and these two will chôme 
the chairman If they fail to agree Ihe govern
ment will name the chairman, who must he a 
judge of high court. Thi* I ward «rill have all 
the power* of a court and will summon wit- 

and investigate the lhatter thoroughly.
fate will he taken that full publicity » given 
to all the fact* and it i* hoped that the publicity 
will have a good effect upon the trust*. In 
case the hoard finds that a combine doe* really 
cxirt ami that the price of cement ia unduly 
enhanced the combine will he given a certain 
lime in which to reduce the price to the figure 
named by the hoard. II this i* not done the 
government will then proceed against the men 
who control the trust and they ran he severely 
punished. The lull also give* the government 
power to reduce the tariff, if necessary, upon 
any commodity, in order to bring the price 
down to the proper level.

There ran lie no doubt hut that thi* new law 
will assist in the work of regulating the trust* 
and securing a square deal for the people of 
Canada. It is legislation along the right line. 
It i* time that something wa* done to protect 
the farmers of Canada from the rapacity 
of the corporation*.

There is something which the government 
i* overlooking in thi* matter. When there is 
grievance to lie remedied the ordinary common 
sense way of proceeding i* to remove the cause. 
The cause of the rombine* is the protection 
afforded to them by the tariff. If the govern
ment wanted to settle the question »» to 
whether there iras a combine the quickest 
way to find out would he to reduce the tariff 
on cement. If the tariff was taken off of ce
ment the price would come down at once. 
However, the government has to he careful 
in handling their friends, the corporations, 
so it is useless to expect too much at once. 
The Canadian Council of Agriculture will he 
among the first to invoke the aid of the new 
law. They will soon art the government 
to work to see if there is not a combine in con
trol of the wire fence, cement and cotton in
dustries. Wc only hope the government will 
not he forced by the corporations to give up 
the idea of passing this hill. Let the good work 
proceed, hut we maintain that to reduce the 
tariff would he the quickest and surest method 
of handling the combines.

WWW
WAITING FOR THE COMMISSION

We have been waiting for the appointment 
of the Manitoba elevator commission. If 
the new art is to aid the farmers towards 
securing relief from the exactions of the Eleva
tor Combine during the coming grain season, 
there sriil have to lie a lot of work done first.

The Grain Growers' Elevator Commit tee have 
submitted four namr* to the eaverwmewt 
and we hrhrve they named three men a# a 
first choice who 'ran make the Elevator Bill 
the mort euereseful possible under the rir- 
rwmrtanna. We do not want to ant wadwe 
harte upon the government of Manitoba, 
but we think they have had plenty of time 
to appoint the elevator mmmissinu As 
soon a* the commission ia named, if R ia com
posed of men suitable to the Grain Growers, 
and we have the assurance of the government 
that it wiM hr, the farmers wM be aaxiime 
to see Manitoba government elevator* all 
over the province. Under the competent, im
partial commiseion whirh the (overwmewt 
win appoint, the farmers will have thr assur
ance that the full power* of thr new law rid 
be put into motion at once to have the elevator 
< »trm in Manitoba made osrer h the internet 
of thr farmer* of thr province We hope 
la-fore another issue of TNK Gviot goes to 
the country that we shall have the pleasure 
"f announcing the names of a satisfactory 
elevator commission that will take hold of 
the new art and give to thr farmer* the best 
it will provide.

• • •
SOMETHING TO THINK OVER

The season of the year has now arrived when 
the farmer* will he too busy in I be fields to 
give much time and attention to the noth 
of the local branch association* of whirh they 
■re member*. However, working m the field 
doe* not require generally that the mind «hall 
hr actively engaged on thr same work that ia 
briny door by the hand*. A* the farmer* are 
driving over their fields, pulling them into 
non ami later harvesting them, their minds 
srill he free to take up a great many subject* 
of interest. Among the «uhjrrt* that should 
receive most careful attention, is that of the 
function of the local branch associations. 
The three western province* are now organised 
into local branches on a scale whirh ha* never 
before been approached in Canada. Each 
one of these branches should he the centre 
of thought, intelligence, activity and progress 
for its community. Though it may be called 
by any name, thr name lines not limit the 
scope for activity. Through their local branch 
association* the farmer* of Western Canada 
have an opportunity to revolutionise the riaffi
xation of the west If the local branches do 
their duty the next ten year* will are such 
change* in the three wrrtem province* as 
would not have been deemed possible five 
years * go, even by the most advamed thinkers. 
During the summer is the time to outline 
schemes for fulfilment during the winter. 
It will be but a few month* before harvest is 
done and leisure time will come again. Plans 
should he made which will insure the perman
ency of each local branch association. If 
the organization is to hr of value to the farmers 
of the community it must he permanent 
The work of the aaunriation should he auch 
that the youngest members could look ahead 
to the future and have some incentive to put 
their shoulders to the wheel. The educational 
work that mu Id lie done in the local branches 
is without limit. It should he a training 
school to fit the farmer and hi* son, and hie 
wife and his daughter*, to play their parka 
in the rearing of a high standard of civilization. 
It would lie well to have some definite courue 
outlined for study ami discusaibn during the 
winter months. Haphazard methods seldom 
produce satisfactory results.

WWW
DEMOCRATIC PRINCIPLES IGNORED

The true principles of democracy are not 
sufficiently understood, nor are tliey as clearly 
adhered to in Canada, as they should be under 
a real democratic government. In Canada, ire 
are inclined to boast at timea that tve have 
the most democratic form of government in 
the world. We elect our representatives in 
our various houses of parliament, and from 
these representative* the government, or cabi-


