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Producing Grand Champions
By J. D. McGREGOR

Tin» productInn nf » grand champion 
sIimt is a possibility within the reach 
of every progressive breeder and feeder. 
However, in order to gain sueli success 
at least three chief requirements are 
necessary, namely, I In1 right type of 
breeding cattle, ability to feed cattle 
and an up-to-date knowledge of what 
constitutes a prime beef show steer.

I'nder the first heading the right 
type of breeding cattle much import­
ance necessarily is attached. From 
bare backed cows and high-standing, 
plain fleshed bulls one can never ex­
pect to produce a grand champion steer 
or a load of market toppers. Instead 
there must be used neat, thick-fleshed, 
roomy cows ami a bull which shows lots 
of meat over his back, a good smooth 
shoulder, will covered hooks, a heavy 
pair of hind quarters, deep, well-sprung 
ribs, and his whole body showing thick 
ness, straight lines and uniformity, set 
on short legs. Like begets like, ami 
only by breeding the best to the best 
can any breeder expect to produce the 
best. If when buying his new herd 
bull the breeder would put #50 to $100 
extra info him and thereby secure a 
better class bull, he would go a long 
way towards the improvement of his 
whole herd. For instance, by paying 
$300 for a bull instead of $200 he is 
often enabled to get the, best there is 
both in breeding and individuality, lie 
breeds Ibis bull to say thirty cows'the 
first year and produces twenty eight 
calves; The same applies .to the second 
and third years. In all he has eighty- 
four calves; which really means that by 
I he extra $100 on the cost of the sire 
the eighty four calves cost him about 
#1.25 extra apiece. Ninety nine times 
out of a hundred I would say that his 
calves from the better bull will sell on 
l he open market as beef cuttle for from 
.#5 to .#10 more than calves from a 
cheaper bull. Then, besides, if hi- re­
tains his heifer calves he will have the 
satisfaction of knowing that a decided 
improvement is noticeable in his herd. 
If a mail is in the purebred business 
this is particularly true, as he is sell 
jug cattle for breeding purposes and 
the better his cattle are lie can realize 
a much larger price from them. I 
heard of a man the other day who paid 
over #2,0tf0 for a pure bred bull to use 
among a large number of eows, mostly 
grades. I don’t vouch for his wisdom 
in this particular case, but it will serve 
as an example of how much importance 
some breeders attach to the sire at the 
head of their herd.

Get Produce Uniform
No matter what breed a man is keep­

ing he should strive to have his produce 
Uniform in type, color and size. In this 
way if he is feeding carlots of steers 
this uniformity often serves to add one 
or one and a half cents to their selling 
value, and when selecting steers to feed 
for the show he has his whole crop 
uniform and will be able to select 
two or three good prospects very 
much alike to start with. For in 
stance, if a man sends a carload 
of fat cattle to the market, if 
they are, say, all solid black in 
color, all about the sain i type 
and weight, they invariably Will 
be more attractive to the eye of 
the buyers and will realize a 
higher price----------------------------------------- sy

When selecting breeding cattle 
one of course wants weight with 
smoothness. However, a great 
many men have trained their eye 
to judge the weight of their cattle 
solely on height arid bone rather 
than sogginess and thickness. I 
remember the day we shipped the 
pure bred Aberdeen Angus bull 
“Golden Gleam” up to Forrest,
Man., for a short season’s breed 
ing. When he was led off the ears 
about ten farmers were gathered 
round. .Several remarked that he 
was a small bull. The man in 
charge of “Golden” asked them 
all tri guess on his weight. Guesses 
ranged from 1,250 to 1,600 
pounds. The bull was then led

Among the prominent livestock men in Western Canada, in fact thrunut 
America, perhaps no name is more well known than that of .1. |). McGregor, 
of Brandon. In 14112 and again in 11113 a McGregor steer won the premier 
honors for the best fat steer at the Chicago International Livestock Show. 
Such a performance is a phenomenal one, and could only be accomplished by 
a breeder who is an expert. In this article Mr. McGregor describes just 
what requirements are necessary to produce high class livestock. It is not 
to lie expected that every breeder of livestock can lit and show Tin Inter­
national winner, but every farmer can benefit materially by knowing the 
proper methods to follow in producing champions. Again it should lie re 
membered that there is always a ready sale for choice cuttle, no matter 
how druggy the market is for the other grades, and in view of the fact that 
all signs point to cattle prices being exceptionally high fur some time to 
come, greater attention than ever is being given to livestock, and ineiden 
tally mixed farming, in this western country, lienee this article should be 
particularly appropriate at this time.

over to the elevator scales and tip 
ped them in ordinary breeding condi­
tion at 1,965. These farmers were 
greatly surprised, but will maybe know 
the next time that because a hull is ex­
tremely low set it does not necessarily 
follow that he is light in weight. It 
was on this trip that ‘‘Golden Gleam” 
sired ‘ ‘ Glencarnoek Victor 2nd,” grand

with his feeds to make a success of 
cuttle. On tlun cattle gains will comer 
pretty easily, but as the steer fattens 
he becomes more pnrticular with his 
likes and dislikes, and a man must be 
very careful or he will put him off his 
feed. This would mean practically a 
week's loss of gains anyway, which 
would be serious. Then, ns the steer

"Evrleux #1 Harvleetown" (Imp.) Shew bull ef the MeOreper herd this year.

champion steer at the Chicago Inter 
national, 1913.

Feeding Cattle Correctly
The second heading, the ability to 

fetid cuttle correctly, is very important 
to any breeder or feeder of champion 
cattle. I have learned purely by ex­
perience that a feeder must be intense 
ly interested in his work and regular

readies the high stages of fattening 
one must see that ho keeps smooth in 
flesh and pliable in skin. This can of­
ten bij done by supplying fresh green 
succulent feeds, such as turnips, green 
corn, green alfalfa liny or boiled bar 
ley. To keep up a steer's appetite al 
ways feed good fresh smelling grains, 
keep the mangers clean and fresh and 
never let the grain lay in front of the
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Bsr*» se OUucsrupek Me«t firm

steers in their mangers. Alwavs prac 
tico cleaning out whatever is' left in 
their mangers after every feed. In this 
way no feed is allowed' to sour and a
steer is taught to ......... . feed at a cer
tain time, he gets hungry for it, and 
«ill eat more this way than if allowed 
to nibble every time ho feels like it 
lie is also less apt to get off his feed. 
However, this does not apply to young 
calf feeding, when it is often advis 
able to have feed before thorn at all 
times. A man raising market topping 
prize winning cattle usimlly keeps his 
young stock fat from caw es up. It is 
true, I believe, that a man can put 
cheaper gains on calves than cattle of 
an older age. It is also true that once 
a call is allowed to lose his fat and 
flesh he will never be as thick fleshed 
again nor ever have ns great an early 
age Weight as he would have had if 
kept thrifty and fat right from wean 
mg time thru. To raise champions one 
must, feed plentifully from calfhood on 
not allowing his steers to be thin at 
any time in their life.

Balance the Batlon
•Science can be applied to feeding as

wel as breeding. For instai....., when
ending alfalfa hay as the roughage one 

needs less bran and oil cake with his 
barley or oats to balance up his ration. 
He should try and figure how he can 
get the most economical and speedy 
gains Invariably he will find that only 
b.v balancing his ration can he get the 

h' Hnr1l''y 8 better fatten 
mg lied than oats, because it contains ;;;.;re carbohydrates or fats. oÏÏT£ 

liiltir feed for young growing stock 
because they contain more bone build' 
mg ash and more crude protein. Hence 
when feeding cattle to get them fat for 
mnrki t it pays to use barley with its 
high percentage of carbohydrates 
However, to get the very best results 
l»y bringing out their full value they should be balanced up with a feed liigft 
", Protein. Alfalfa „r ,.|oy,r hay ami 

oil cake are ideal for this. They not;:irrr f,p,,din,< v«*ue <>f the
’.u1 ke"P tl,n «'limais more

nerinA ' ‘I*"- th"y "h"rten the feeding 
-nod and give a higher finish than is

00 matter

Oats, 7.0 pounds.
£'over °r ;»lf«lf«, 4.0 pounds.
Milage, 15.0 pounds.
I'hie ration could not be used oxactlv

snsr isL-:;1 ££that it would decidedly Z,aÿ h m in th! 
-"I to buy oil cake if the prie™, "t ab 
rraeonuhjfl. Oil rake «♦ *a/i « ? * Et , ! 
be *30 B ton woul<i

reasonable enough under ordinary
-. cumstances. P«0ple often ask
Zni V10, ight a«" to feed

- twl 2 K i w,,uld "V that at
f^t /nH l/.**' CH,tl'‘ ",IOUld ho
rat and off to market, and often
younger than that If a man I.
raising his own feeders. It is
Kid tleayh|jUet4 Whtith"r 8 man 
nould tie his steers up or feed

Foil"1 " /;,’Ten yard" and sheds, 
•or myself I would by all means 
feed i„ open yards and sheds. I
and will H "t,eer" Wi" feed better 
m n«. 'rL leM trouble and ex 

Jr • 1ïfly are h‘S" apt to getand w!r fe,ld.with y-rJ feeding 
«ni when shipping time comesZ "J° t0 market with at least a 
quarter as much shrinkage—which means a lot when a win I, 
mg Hè cent cattle. Of course this
clrlm" u flt‘ing *teer* b-y the 
earlot. However, if only fitting
«ingle steers I believe it (s always
-referable to have them in a

loose box with a green paddock
fur them to run in every eveninii
during the summer. Mingle steers
t° Wln must be very fat. This
Mage of perfection is reached moat
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