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I ;
Bri[tat; Preparing the following summary much use has been made of the presentation of
entitledsuca?e by the members of the Oxford Faculty of Modern History in the book

ISpass;i hy we are at War”. The book is commended to teachers, who will find it
'0nate and comprehensive.]

TreE CAseE oF BELGIUM. ;
THE Treaty of London in 1839 finally established the status of
Belgium. Both her independence and her neutrality were
. 8uaranteed by Britain, France, Austria, Prussia and Russia.
Smarck made full use of this in 1870 in order to prevent Britain
the Supporting the cause of France, when he published proposals of
. fench made in 1866, that Prussia should help France to get Belgium,
T el'anCe acquiesced in Prussian annexations in northern Germany.
treatresm.t was .that Britain asked l.)russia and .France to §ign the same
the OS;ilstxPulatmg that, if either violated Belgium, Britain would join
€r 1n defence of it.

5 oY th.e seventh article of the Treaty of London, the existence of
of tgl“m 1s dependent on her perpetual neutrality. By the ﬁftl-l article
neutreICOnvention dra“{n up at the Hague 'Peace Conference in 1907,
n 0nv0a Powers are forbidden to permit bell‘lgerents to move tr(.)ops or
Claim'ys across their territories. The Belgians kept the faith in pro-

- INg to the Germans “‘no thoroughfare”. The Germans in forcing
f Passage broke the faith. In fighting for Belgium, Britain is fighting

or p v . .
of t:lhe law of nations, that is to say, for the peace of nations and the right
€ weak to live.

BRITAIN AND SMALL NATIONS.

i dIn 1803 Britain demanded that the French should evacuate Holland

tﬁﬁesv,"'ltzerland. Napoleon replied, ‘‘Switzerland and Holland are mere

* Compare the “scrap of paper’ interview between Sir Ed.

Im:ceh_en and Bethmann-Hollweg. Neither the First Cons.ul nor the

Vi atr'la] Chancellor could understand why Britain should object to the
10n of treaties.

Teat Britain now, as in the case of Napoleon, regards the rights of

€I nations to exist as most important. For not only would it

iat?gfﬂ' her security to have a military state menacing her in the

on of Belgium, but also the sanctity of treaties must be maintained;
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