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*‘Another addition, a son ; your wife is
very ill ; return at once.”

““Another!” he  gasped.
Jupiter !”

He rushed to the station and took the
next train home, and; dashing into the
house 1n a state of frenzy, demanded to
know what had happened. The servant
confessed all. .The next day there was a
vacancy foran intelligent, honest  girl in
the traveller's household.

“‘Great

‘ Catharine D,”” who has on previous
occasions delighted readers of Tee Homs
JouRrNAL, is evidently convinced that it
would be a good thing to close up saloous
every day in the year. She writes :

WOULD THAT EVERY DAY WERE ELECTION
DAY !

Who could question the wisdom
and purity of Section 24 of the
Elec'orates and Elections Acts? What
proof positive that the authorities clearly
recognize what a danger and a menace to
liberty, to purity, to humanity are
** spirituous and fermented drinks !” Like
s wise and tender mother, seeking the
best interests ot her children, the law, on
election day, forbids the sale or distribu
tion of **spirituous or fermented liquors
or strong drinks.to any voter.” The law
knows that no man whose brain is be-
fogged by whiskey or other intoxicant is,
or can be, master of his intellect ; that
the voter whose perceptions sre not clear
and unclouded, can not vote with the
distinc*ness and precision which he should
display in exercising. the highest and
greatest privilege of mortal being—the
ballot.

I doubt not there are many women in
the fairScity of Victoria, as well as
throughout the Province, who think of
Section 24 of the Electorates and Klec-
tions Acts much as I think of it : If it is
wise and in the best interests of the
country that intoxicants shall not be sold
or furnished to any voter on election day,
why would it not be wise and in the best
interests of the country that such sales or
distribution be prohibited on all days?
Since the right of franchise is not ex-
tended to women, and they are denied a
voice in making the laws which govern
them, and man deems it his noblest
prerogative to protect women and children
from the trials and cares of life—to com-
fort and cheer, to bring joy and happinéss
into the life of her who rocks the cradle
of his children, it is devoutly to be hoped
that those who have the power to crush
out evils will exercise it to shield helpless
women and children from the fearful con-
sequences of drink.

It is & fallacy to say man has a right to
drink, but if he drinks, he must bear the
consequences—the consequences have

always been borne by women and child-

]

guished hearts of millions of women

makers of the nations for protection
against these same dread consequences.
Surely the sanctity of the nation's homes,

children are vainly appealing to the hv-i

the lives of the nation’s mothers should | press

be as carefully guarded as the nation's
ballot boxes! Man can not be higher
than the source whence he springs, and
woman can not bear children of great
parts if her life be not serene and tran-
quil. How can such be the case with
the drunkard’s wife?! Her days and
nights are filled with an agony and a
terror which no language can depict ; &
terror which makes of her a moral coward,
and a mother's temperament must be
transmitted to her child.

A very short ‘time since, the Chinese
laundrymen of the city were in a great
flurry and flutter because there was a
prospect of the enforcement of a Christian
law, prohibiting the conveying of bundles
and baskets of washed and unwashed ap-
parel along the streets on the Sabbsth
day—a consummation much to be desired
in sny Christian community. ' Our eyes
are offended and made sad by the sights
of this heathen desecration of the Lord's
Day in our land ; but what is to be said
of our Csucasian brothers who convey
much worse burdens aloug the streets of
our city on the Sabbath—burdens under
which men reel and totter in & manner
which honest age would never produce?

A few Bundays ago, I sat by my win-
dow looking out upon the human throng
which flitted past in quest of innocent
recreation and diverson. 1 saw groups of
merry children who gaily laughed and
chatted as they tripped along. 1 saw
young men and girls who showed the
world all too plainly their interest in one
another ; father and mother taking their
broods out into the fresh air and sun-
shine ; old men and women who walked
as lovingly beside each other as when
the fires of youth quickened their move-
ments. I saw several Chinamen carrying
huge baskets of clothing, and I saw, de-
grading sight | I saw a drunken man, like
» ship in a storm, rolling helplessly along
the streets of our own dear Victoria where
we all know there is a *‘Sunday closing
law.” I wondered why the police could
not see that the burflen carried by that
man along the streets on Sunday was an
unlawful burden? I wondered why some
‘ guardian of the peace’’ could not find
and bring to punishment the party who
furnished the drink which sent that hus-
band home a brute, instead of & man? 1
lost interest in the scene which had before
furaished me such plesssut reflections. I
could now think only of the sinking heart,
the grief-filled eyes of the wife

A correspoudent takes exception to
remarks of Tux Homs Jovrvay on
the Vagrancy Act. This paper, while
is still convinced of the force of
arguments put forward last week,
liberal enough to give the other side (
the question : ‘

Will you permit me to disagree with
remark of yours last week to the ef
there is an impression abroad that !
suthorities are displaying altogether
much vigilance in their prosecutions und
the Vagrancy Act. It is my-humble id
that the authorities have been altogeth
too lenient. So fsr as the reports of

has
terly opposed. Ay attempt to red
the number of low gamblers and od.le
disfigurements. on the face of societ
.bonldnainthomuppt::ﬁ
respectable person, instead :
these characters as has been dove
giving them nominal employment
order to technically evade the law. 1
not defending the police who, goodn
knows, have faults emough, but let
sympathize all we csn in any moven
to reduce these social ;Hhm?.
professionsl gamblers.  No honest m
so far, has beon Moudvi::;lﬂd
me say that it is s disgrace to e
wh’c{mnv“thtmdim.
a few of the prosecutions.

- Nigur Haw
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