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CONFERENCE MISSIONARY 
MEETING.

The aunivcreaiy meeting of the Home 
aud Foreign Missionary Societies of the 
Coufereuce of Eastern British America, 
was held in the Wesleyan church, Freder­
icton, on Thursday evening, June 26, 1873.

The chair was occupied by the President 
of the Coufereuce, who commenced the 
proceedings hy anuouncing Ihe hymn, alter 
which prayer was offered by the Co-Dele­
gate.

The President said :—
Christian Friends,—It is quite unneces­

sary that 1 should present you with au ad­
dress on missious. My brethren will lake 
that in hand. I may remark however, 
that Wesleyan Methodism is missionary in 
character. We remember that when our 
Master was questioned by his disciples he 
said, “ It is not for you to know the limes 
or Ihe seasons which the Father hath put 
iu his own power, but ye shall receive 
power after that the Holy Ghost is come 
upou you, and ye shall he witnesses unto 
me both iu Jerusalem and iu all Judea aud , 
iu .Samaria and unto the uttermost part of! 
the earth." This, my beloved frieuds, is 
the character of the missions of the Metho­
dist Church of Eastern British America. 
Lnitiug the two interests we present them 
before you to-uight. You will hear of the 
missions “ rouud about ” our “ Jerusalem," 
from the Secretary of Ihe Home Mission 
Society ; end of those in “ the regions bc- 
youd ” from the Foreign Missionary Secre­
tary.

The Rev. Mr. Rogers read a few extracts 
from the Report of the Foreign Missionary 
Society, from which it appeared that the 
year’s receipts were $12,203.43, shewing a 
net decrease of $310.82.

Rev. S. F. Huestis submitted the Report 
of the Home Mission Society. The receipts 
for the year were $10,703.71, or an in­
crease from circuits over last year of $1,- 
681.28. The expenditure was $6307.24, 
leaving a balance in baud for appropriation 
the ensuing year of $4346.47. A list ol 
persons who had contributed $20 aud up­
wards was read, which showed that HI had 
contributed $20 each ; 1, $40 ; 1, $42 ; 3, 
$.'>0; 6, $100, snd 1, $200. Forty-live 
Home missions were sustained by this So­
ciety last year. Thirty-one ol these were 
previously occupied. Three were parts of 
old circuits, and eleven almost entirely new 
fields of labor.

The first topic, which was spoken to by 
the Rev. John Read, was—

“The succès» of the Missionary enterprise, 
a cause ol gratitude for the past aud ol hope 
lor the luture."

Mr. Read said the first idea was that of 
review, aud us the past year passed before 
us, it seemed to soy, “ Room lor the dead." 
Many uuines came up belbre us—unities of 
such men as Elijah Houle aud Thus. Jack- 
son-—names closely identified with the 
struggles of Methodist missious. Nantes 
only surpassed by that of the devoted and 
earnest advocate of our Society in Africa, 
the sainted Willium Shaw. Then there 
were memories called up of such lay repre­
sentatives ol pur cause as John Chubb and 
Willium Ferblcy—men whose liberality 
was us natural as the pulsations of the 
heart. 'These, iu some sense, were sad 
memories—sad on earth’s side, hut O how 
joyous and reïulgeut ou Heaven’s side ! Let 
us seek hallowed lire at the same altar ; at 
the same fountain draw the water of life, 
and be animated by the same Spirit which 
dignified them among their fellow men, aud 
raised them to such honors. Aud as we 
pass by theiriscpulehres we may confidently 
expect that they shall he iollowed hy others 
of kindred spirit.

Success w&s another idea. The states­
man who can at times of disaster stand up 
and show that there is a bright path which 
may lead on to triumph, is to be honoured. 
Une of Ihe greatest triumphs of Demosthe­
nes was in transforming the defeat of Che- 
ronea inlo a j victory, as he pronounced his 
eulogitim over the slain heroes, yet declared 
that the glory of Athens demuuded that 
their spirit should auimule aud urge to 
greater deeds. It was not our work to 
speak of disaster ou that oecasiou.

That nation whose industries were being 
pushed into all her colonies, and was en­
larging her commerce aud skill, could -tit* 
he decaying at home, but was strong at 
heart us she sent forth that life current 
which advanced her interests wherever her 
flag floated ; and although many might look 
upon the legislation as detective which stu­
died the interests of all her dependencies, 
yet to ihe more thoughtful aud vigorous, 
these would appear the soundest principles 
of government. Aud as God was blessing 
our church iu dispensing His Gospel iu 
Asia, Alrica and Italy, there need he no 
fear of the centre. The enlarged views ol 
the present day were in contrast to the 
mercenary spirit of the past. How sub­
lime irom our present stand-point the re­
view of the past ! The men who had hewn 
down, the primeval lores!, chased the wild 
bird front her uest, and covered the mea­
dow with sweet pasture and the lull sides 
with corn, were honored aud tlieir names 
went down in sweetest song. Those who 
joined hands iu educating Ihe masses, who 
took up the rude jewel Iront natures mine 
aud ground it till it flashed reflecting the 
visage of God—that people demanded the 
homage, not only of present, hut of all suc­
ceeding ages. But what should we say of 
those who had not only brightened the in­
tellect but polished the spirit-gem till it was 
fit to he set in the Mediator’s crown who 
poured out his s<iul uulo death—working 
aud wailing till earth’s populations should 
come lo the foot of the cross saying, “ We 
seek the Desire of nations,” “ No Sover­
eign to us hut Him who suffered for us," 
aud the whole earth should llius through 
the labors of Christiau missionaries he pre­
sented to God as the consummation ol the 
Redeemer’s death aud resurrection !

This w as the work which the Missionary 
Society sought to accomplish. The success 
before us was only a small item of what 
was to come, when man instead of being a

wandering hark npon whose pathway shone 
all stars except the guiding one," should 
have the clear and luminous beams ol the 
ISun of Righteousness leading him safely to 
the haven of rest. We had enemies with 
w hom in the name of the Lord we must do 
bat lie—

“ Tiuili forever on the sceltohl,
Wrong forever on the throne,

But the scaffold sways the luture,
And behind the dim unknown,

Staraleth God, behind the shadow,
Keeping watch upon his own."

The second topic was spoken to hy the 
Hon- J. J. Rogerson, of St. John’s New­
foundland who said :

This meeting to be a good one, requir­
ed the life giving power of God’s Spirit. 
We had come up to effect a great object, to 
put forth effort to spread scriptuial holi­
ness throughout the bounds of this C’oufer- 
etjre. He blessed God lor his blessing iu 
Newfoundland, on almost every part ol the 
Island Ihe outpouring ol the Spirit had 
been enjoyed, iu cousequeuce of which the' 
prejudices of many had been conquered. 
Those who ouce trifled aud mocked, had 
experienced a cliauge which they would 
never lorget. Many hail goue forth upou 
their summer calling and were preaching 
ihe Gospel to llieir fellows upon Ihe sea. 
He had come up to make appeals lor preach- 
eis. The people iu his country were hung­
ering aud thirsling for the servants ol God 
lo be placed among them. He would re­
fer to one or two circumstances to sh6w the 
changes which were taking place. They 
had many Church of Euglaud Miuisiers 
who were doing a good work. He only 
wished they had more. But they needed 
men lo pluck their fellow-men Iront hell 
aud take them to Heaven. At one place 
where a short time ago they had uo ser­
vices, now thousands were praising God 
Holy shouts of joy could be heard. We 
wauled more of the old Methodist ring iu 
our services. We wanted these Troviuces 
for Christ and God. Some with them 
were laying aside the prayer-hook, aud 
taking up the old Bible.

They wanted in Newfoundland ten or 
twelve men to go noitbward and westward. 
How many prayers were now going up duwu 
there that they might be sent. It one of the 
wealthy men of this Church was laid upon 
a bed of sickness in one of the cabins of those 
fisherman, what would be not give for the 
presence of a minister ol Christ ? A young lad 
was sent two years ago as a colporieur and 
with what joy was he received ; He came up 
lo the head of the Bay to an Indian encamp­
ment and went into the wigwams of the 
Indians to sing to them and pray. These 
Indians were under the influence of popery. 
They felt the influence of his prayers. Some 
time alter the chief was taken sick and be 
sent a long distance lor one of our ministers 
to come and pray lor him. O the power of 
prayer ! It was seen iu the liheralily this 
year iu regard to some of the Conference 
Funds. God would bless Ihose who work­
ed for Him. He would bless them in their 
homes aud in their consciences. 11 we 
trusted iu God, difficulties will roll away. 
He was glad to meet representatives at this 
Coufereuce from Nova Scotia aud l'rincc 
Edward Island, lie would go hack aud 
tell Ihe people of Newfoundland the sympa­
thy felt lor them at this Uouterence, and 
pray lor their brethren up here They had 
many good praying women among them. 
There was a circuit thirty years ago at 
Green Bay. Father Marshall went round 
that Bay aud was received with the great­
est affection—they gave him a warm wel­
come. He planted our cause at Twillingate. 
It was much opposed hy a wealthy mer 
chaut who was an enemy to Methodism. 
He resolved to kill the cause at the outset. 
Utie of the fishermen resolved to help it, 
aud gave a piece of ground aud they begnu 
to build a house of prayer. The merchant 
began to look over his papers to ascertain 
if he had not a mortgage agaiust the pro­
perty, and at length he found he had, and 
decided when the house was built to lake 
possession of it. He resolved, however, to 
uulold his scheme lo a neighbor—the 
Devil’s agent liked companions. The two 
ineu thought they would drink over the mat­
ter first. The wile of the mau whom the 
merchant came to consult ou seeing him ap­
proach the house had hid herself iu the pan 
try. To this her husbaud was proceeding 
.or the decanter, when looking out of the 
window he saw the mail boat coming in 
aud the two leaving the grog, started lor 
the wharf. The woman came forth, went 
at ouce to the miuisier and informed him 
of the plan of the merchant as overheard 
hy her, whereupon the minister had the 
house built elsewhere, and that house was 
the birth place of many souls. He doubted 
not there were rnauy good sisters in Fred­
ericton who exerted themselves lor the 
cause of God. The church and parsonage 
and surrouudings led him to that conclusion. 
He wished them success. He hoped the 
children would take interest in the Church 
aud grow up not to be ashamed of the 
Church of their lathers. He was afraid he 
was exhausting their patience, bul he would 
speak u word about St. l’eter’s. This 
island was in the possession ol the French. 
The fishermen from Newfoundland go iu 
ibousauds to prosecute the fisheries, aud 
mauy came from Nova Scotia with provis­
ions. They had uo Sabbath there. Now 
lie was anxious that we should raise our 
protest against the wickedness of that 
islaud, aud do something to save our coun­
trymen who go there. We ought to have 
au ageut of our Society there to care for 
our countrymen. Newfoundland was in­
strumental iu sending Methodism to New 
Jersey, and why should we not seek to 
share iu the glory of bringing souls to 
Christ from the French population of St. 
Veter's.

The next speaker was the Uev. G. S. 
Milligan, M. A., of St John’s, Newfound­
land, who said :—

Mr. President,—The flying minutes com­
pel me to waive the congratulations which, 
as a brother, 1 would like to present to you, 
filling as you now do, so honorable a posi­
tion as Vresident of the Conference ; and 
ladies aud gentlemen from expressing to 
you my gratification at being again present 
at a Missionary meeting in Fredericton, 
among those with whom iu my youth 1 
was so pleasantly identified for two years 
and upwards. 1 shall auuouuce my topic 
at ouce to he “ Vrovidental openings iu 
nominal Christendom for preaching Ihe

Gospel of Christ and the urgent claims of Ayre to give $200 as he appears to have 
the heal lieu world." The Secretary iu bis done to your Home Missions this year 
unbounded generosity has given me a theme though he has really done considerably 
which is like Mr. Wesley's parish ; hut more than that, or to give you $100 per 
though men iu this age do cross comments year to your Foreign Missions as he has 
iu a very short space ot time, I will not at- long done and even much more than that, 
tempt to go rouud the world or even cross or of many Churches which like one we 
it at any upposmg points iu the few miaules could name not hoastinglv but gratefully 
at my command. which has paid upwards of $1,750 lo your

j I have au idea, ladies and gentlemen, that Home aud Foreign Missions this year, be- 
in the absence of some of our celebrated sides teaching their children to send direct 

; missionary orators, I am ou this platform a coutrihution of $60,10 Rome, and giving 
because of my being from a laud far, far he weeu three and lour thousand dollars for 
away, often designated the laud of fish aud church objects other than the support of 
log, aud thought hy some to be well suited their own ministers ; we will guarantee a 
for ministerial exile ; aud if 1 am correct I people who will have Methodism on the 
am therefore a representative of Newfound- brain, nay rather on the heart, aud stretch- 
laud which 1 will make my starting point, ing far away down below the pockets, so 
and possibly for the noucc, my abiding hah- that their hearts, heads, hands, feel, and 
Dation. First then I wish to have it uu- all will he for God and his Christ, and who 
derstood that this is not ihe laud of fog bdt j yield the palm to none else for a true aud 
the laud beyond the fog. There is a grAvt ! just respect for those over them in the Lord 
deal of fog between this spacious Dominion | Gladly ladies and gentlemen would I 
aud our ancient colony, and, unfortunately, now take steamer for Ireland, then cross to 
you have beeu looking at Newfoundlanders : France and pass on toTtaly, and tell you 
—aud they 1 may just say quietly to you j of what 1 myself have seen of Providential 
without wishing them to know it—have beeu openings and our missions there but, as my
looking, aud you have not quite understood 
each other which a few* representatives 
like Mr. Rogersou will correct ; hut 1 
would like to say very distinctly that what­
ever may he its moral state, however daik 
that may he, physically it is the land be­
yond the log. It is not a rude iuhospitable 
w ild, as many snppose it, lor though its 
iuterior lias been scarcely explored, as you 
may have learned from a reeeut article iu 
oue of your mouthlies, it contains spacious 
acres ia the north aud west, of flue arable 
laud available lor seltlemeul, mauy of 
which are uow covered with maguilieent 
timber awaiting the erection of saw mills, 
aud the starting up of home industries ; it 
has ample stores of mineral wealth aud ex- 
haustless treasures iu the deep ; so that with 
our favorable situation for carrying on the 
future trade of the world, some of us thiuk 
you will desiriTlo have us some day brought 
a little nearer to you, particularly as your 
wide-spreading Dominion is expausive, and 
our amis say you are like our American 
cousins who would have their cabbage 
garden cover the Continent, or like an 
Aaruuic rod just waiting to gorge the only 
little rod uow really left which hy the way 
my friend Mr. Rogerson aud I will uot re­
gret to have doue, ou condition that like the 
rod of Moses the Canada of the luture shall 
hud aud blossom all around with the beautv 
of terms just aud fair, aud hriug forth the 
fruits ol a uuiled happy aud prosperous 
Dominion, to be still as hut a rod or branch 
of that vine ol Heaven’s planting, the Brit­
ish empire over which may our beloved 
Queen he loug spared to reigu, God bless 
her !

I wish to say, sir, that this Newfound­
land is open lor Christ and Meihodism. 
l'resbytcriauism, that system, which 1 like 
lor mauy reasons aud to which 1 owe so 
much, lias had its operations till very lately 
couilued to three Churches, hut lias just seul 
out oue missionary to be followed shortly 
hy another. Congregationalism, which till 
recently was represeuted hy oue minister, 
lias lately had an accession of two more ; 
aud the leading and energetic one of Ihe 
three is now iu Euglaud pleading for men 
and meifas. 1 am uo bigot sir, hut would 
rejoice iHu both llieir agents were increas­
ed manilold iu our islaud where Popery is 
rampaut with its invariably withering in­
fluences, aud where there is so much High 
Cburchism, lor which 1 cau scarcely tiud 
words sufficient to coudeiuu, though pitying 
its advocates aud loviug aud prayiug for 
them us citizens, while they talk about us 
as a persuasion or sect, or as Dissenters 
who hold conventicles iu our meeting- houses 
ou Sundays. 1 will slill he excused for 
saying that 1 have a special esteem aud ad' 
miraliou of Methodism while respecting all 
olber evangelistic efforts, because of the 
special adaptation of its, doctrines, usages 
aud polity to Newfoundland. It proclaims 
that God is without respect of persona, aud 
teaches a common brotherhood between 
the most illustrious personage here aud 
the poor tishermau iu his hut down yon­
der ; its hvmuolgy is eminently adapted to 
theemolioual Newfoundlander, aud cheers 
him while proseculing his perilous voyages 
or exposed daily in his ordinary pursuils— 
its experimental rcligiou is just suited lo 
those sous of the ocean as it leads them to 
believe aud feel that to he thrown suddenly 
into the deep is hut to fall iuto their Father’s 
baud ; its social meaus are just what are 
needed aud desired hy a specially social peo­
ple—aud its iuteusely missionary character 
is just what is wanted to go up aud possess 
the laud.

You will hear with me for pressing upou 
you the claims ol Newfoundland, wlieu 1 
tell you it is the birth place ol Jabez Rogers, 
Howard Sprague, Joseph G. Angwiu, aud 
John 1’ike, aud of many more in our schools 
already converted to God, aud being train­
ed to come up as a true succession to fill, it 
ueeds he, some of your principal pulpits ; 
that it is the eccue of the first Wesleyan 
Missiouary triumphs this side the Atlantic, 
sometime before Barbara Hick rebuked the 
card players iu New York—that it appears 
as a coulriDutor to our Foreign Missious 
even before Ireland, aud that its people still 
maintain au ahouudiug liberality for these ; 
aud that even this year, if it be a l'atmos, 
we have had, hy faith, glorious visions in it, 
of angels rejoicing over sinners repentiug 
and lui uing as also of angels joyously cou- 
ducliug others, redeemed by the blood of 
Christ and sauctiftcd by the -Spirit to the 
realms of life aud glory everlasting.

The harvest truly is pleuteous.jjut the 
laborers are lew. In our modesty, we ask 
Wit for eight or ten additional men, but we 
Would rather have our good v oufereuce 
give us a check iu blank duly signed aud en-

Iorsed hy the Horae Missionary Committee, 
ud we will draw on England for twenty 
qr thirty men whom we will plant through­

out the islaud iiudiug them plenty of work 
from morn to even aud from Sunday to 
Saturday. Give us but the right men, 
whose hearts God Imth touched, of push 
aud euergy and Chrwflike spirit for this 
work lor which God hath given us the van­
tage ground by means ol our 30,000 Meth­
odists scattered over the island and rapidly 
increasing, aud who will be accompanied 
by the promised blessing, “ Lo I am with 
you always; ’ aud we will promise you a 
rich harvest in precious souls ; and though 
we eanuot assure you of mauy like U. R.

lime is up, I must reserve this for some 
other occasion and take my seat.

Ills Excellency Governor Wilmot who 
who was requested by the President to 
speak,— Said he thought there was nothing 
wanting so far as the advocacy of missions 
was concerned Newfoundland might want 
more men, New Brunswick wanted more 
loo. He did not love the High Cburchism 
lo which reference had beeu made. We 
had to grapple with her in New Brunswick 
as well as iu other places. It was all around 
us. They talked about apostolic succession. 
That was something which no man could 
prove. He would like lo see the mau who 
could trace the connection. He should 
like to see him after he came forth from 
the mire aud tilth, but would prefer to stand 
on the windward side of him. Still he be­
lieved these high churchmen were sincere, 
so was that poor Faker in lodia. If men 
were tested by their sincerity, the Faker 
could heat all the high churchmen iu exist­
ence, for be made greater sell-sacrifice than 
they. He could not help thinking of the 
old Methodist preachers whom he had 
kuowu in the past who declared the un­
searchable riches of Christ with hearts lull 
of love. Such preaching was enough to 
kill a high churclimaa, but it would kill him 
hy love. Some men nowadays thought 
preaching twice on the Sunday aud once on 
a Wednesday night hard work. Did Jobu 
Wesley tell them so ? Did good old White- 
field tell them this? No! The hearts of 
men were made for the seed and that seed 
—the word ol God—is made lor the soul 
He would urge the youug men to work on 
aud pray on.

He loved all denominations who loved 
our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, but 
thought there would be uo such thing as a 
Baptist or a Methodist in heaven. The 
greatest qualification of a minister was love 
lor truth, no matter what a man’s surround­
ings were or how nice he might look did 
he utter the truth ! He thought the young 
men just setting out iu the work of the min­
istry should consider that they had the most 
honorable ollicc mau could have. No 
Diplomatist Irom the Court of Russia or 
Prussia, or eveu Victoria’s Court held half 
so honorable a position. He zecoimnended 
the youug men uot to go into their studies 
to polish their periods, or to memorize 
their sermons—that he thought the worst 
kind of ecclesiastical slavery. Let them 
get the love of souls into their hearts aud 
go out aud preach Christ. If they could 
uot get a horse with four legsdet them get 
one with three, and if uot three—walk.

Methodism was Christianity iu earnest, 
hut what would it be with dead souls all 
around and uo conversions? What could 
we do without the Divine Spirit, lie urged 
the minislers to speak faithfully, and not 
be afraid to tell the people their sins. He 
besought them not to be complimentary— 
thought the people did uot deserve ma­
ny compliments. He hoped they would 
dig on and pray on, they had not struck 
the lowest seatns ol Bible truth yet. From 
all he knew of the world he tjiought there 
was nothing like the life of a Methodist 
preacher. Toiling hard all day aud sleep- 
iug sweetly at night.

“ Sinking into blissful dreams away,
And visions of eternal day."

Such men would not complain if (hey had 
lo preach twice ou Sunday aud ouce on 
Wednesday night. He urged them to go 
forth anew to this great work, and he prayed 
God to bless them.

The collection was made, alter which a 
vote of lhauks to the choir, who had sung 
several pieces during the evening, was 
unanimously passed. The meeting was 
closed by singiug the Doxology, and the 
President pronouncing the Benediction.

B.

THE PASTORAL ADDRESS
OF Tit* CONFERENCE OK THK WESLEYAN METH­

ODIST CHURCHES IN EASTERN RKITISH AMER­
ICA TO THK MEMBERS OF THE CHURCHES 
UNDER ITS CARE.

Dearly Beloved Brethren,—Grace be un­
to you, and peace from God our Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Assembled in our 
Annual Conference, and cherishing an undi- 
minisbed interest in your wellare, we again ad­
dress to you our pastoral counsels.

Ye are ever in our heirts, end we do not 
cesse to prsy for you, snd to desire that ye 
might be filled with the knowledge of God’s 
will, in all wisdom and spiritual understand­
ing, that ye might walk worthily of the Lord 
unto #1 pleasing, being fruitful in every good 
work, and increasing in the knowledge ol 
God.

In the meantime mindful of our constant 
need of Divine guidance in order to the faith­
ful administration of the interests with which 
we «re put in charge of God, we reiterate the 
inspired request, “ Brethren pray lor us that 
the word of the Lord may hsve tree course 
and be glorified.

During the past year three ol our number 
hsve entered into rest. Ol these brethren 
whose names are very fragrant in our memo­
ries, Henry L. Cranford and William H. Ib- 
botson had but recently entered upon their 
ministry. Our Divine Master, whose wisdom 
and whose right are alike unquestionable, call­
ed them to the higher service in heaven. They 
died triumphing over death. The third. Fath­

er Temple, was tn aged Supernumerary, whose 
“ praise was in all the Churches.’’ During a 
long ministry, in which he occupied some ol 
our most important circuits, he showed him­
self “ a workman that needeth not be asham­
ed." Eminently diligent and faithful as a min­
ister of Christ, with an intense love for his 
work which neither age nor disease could de­
stroy; haring long and laboriously “served 
his generation by the will of God," he “ fell 

1 on sleep."
j Meanwhile God “ carries on his work." Two 
young men who have passed creditably through 

! the usual term of probation, were, after the 
necessary examinations received into full con­
nexion tod act apart to the work ol the minis­
try by the imposition ol hands and prayer, 
tod seventeen others who have given evidence 
ot a divine vocation, were received on trial. 
lret so has God in his mercy prospered our 
way, that our numbers are not sufficient to fill 
the place* which earnestly ask to have their 
•piritual necessities met. Our appeal, oft'n 
repeated, is yet eminently timely, “ Pray ye 
tberelore the Lord ol the harvest that he 
would send forth labourers into his harvest."

Wjjl) devout gratitude to the Great Head ef 
the Church, who has accompanied tbs ministra­
tions ot His servants with the power of the 
Divine Spirit, we are enabled to report that 
alter filling the places ot some who have gone 
to other lands, and of those who have been re­
moved to the Church in heaven, there is a clear 
increase in our membership of five hundred and 
aixty-aeven, with more than two thousand on 
trial. Let us take courage. It ,we be faithful 
in labor and pray er God will show unto ue ye1 
greater things than these.

We are glad to be able to record an increase 
in most ol our Connexional fnnds. We trust 
that Ihe advance this year made ia the receipts 
of the Superminiersry snd Miniaters’ Widows’ 
Fund is indicative ol a more enlightened recog­
nition ol the necessities and claims ol those 
whose lile snd strength hsve been exclusively 
given to the work of the Church, and ol an 
ever deepening determination to meet those 
obligations.

We rrjoice in the generous response made 
to our appeal in behall of Home Mission work. 
The receipts from the ordinary sources have 
been increased by more than sixteen hundred 
dollars. Earnest muuijd laymen enhanced the 
interest at the meeting oi our Committee this 
year by their hearty zeal in this enterprise. 
And tbs Divine blessing rest* upon it. The 
land i« opening up to u* on every side. And 
where we have been able to enter theie open­
ings, preciou* fruit* have been gathered.

I .et u* not however forget the claims ol a 
heathen world, or the imperative duty of the 
Christian Church towards those who sit in dark­
ness and in the shadow ol dealb.

The editorship ol the Provincial Wesley­
an end the management of our Book Room 
have been committed to the care of the llev. 
A. W. Nicholson. We hope that these insti­
tution* ol our Church «ball continue to grow in 
favor with you. Uur Conference organ is well 
deserving of a place In every household con­
nected with our congregations.

Again we make an appeal to you on the 
great importance ol Christian education Se­
cure for your children the highest mental train­
ing possible. The right ol each individual to 
such training, the spiritual dangers which es- 
pecially beset ;be ignorant and undisciplined 
mind, the world’s great and growing need lor 
the best efforts ol cultivated men and women 
make this duty a most imperative one. Do not 
leave them untaught weaklings in danger ol 
falling belore the earliest attack of subtle soul- 
destroyers ; do not we beseech you leave them 
so imperfectly trained that they shall become 
the dupes of a “ philosophy lalsely so celled.
In the Mount Allison Institutions our Church 
is laboring with strenuous effort to provide in­
creasing facilities for giving the higher educa­
tion under her own immediate supervision. The 
great purposes there sought are to lead the 
youth to Christ and to give the fullest Gaining 
lor 11 is service. The principles adopted, the 
established eberseter ol the officers of the insti­
tutions, tbs widely ackiowledged faithfulness 
with which the education woik is here done, 
and the gracious mtoileetstions ol the saving 
power of the Divine Spirit, combine to recom­
mend this seat of learning lo the parent* and 
guardians ol youth.

And for these Institutions, indispensable to 
us as a Church, we ask your fullest practical 
sympathy. One year since in (be inception ol 
s plan lor endowment, the members ol the 
Conference pledged ‘bemselves to raise one- 
eighth ol a lund ol one hundred thousand dol­
lars ; Ibey more than redeem that pledge, as 
to-day they unconditionally give tho amount 
promised. We send an honored member ol 
our body the Rev. U. 1‘ickard, D.D., to bring 
this fund to its maturity. For the education 
ol your children, for the training of the minis­
try who shall occupy your pulpits, lor the fuller 
realization of the moral lerver which as a 
Church we should exert through all the land, 
we ask, Gcd asks, your generous response. 
And we venture furthermore to suggest that in 
deviling that wealth with which God has for a 
time entrusted you, the importance ol our Mt. 
Allison Institution shall not be overlooked.

In these deys of danger when foes from every 
quarter assail “ the Isith once delivered to the 
saint*," tod many are “deceiving end being 
deceived," we exhort you to hold last the 
doctrines which we have received. The best 
safeguard against skepticism is in enlarged ex­
perience ol the work of the Holy Spirit upon 
the heart, and a deeper drinking into the mind 
of Christ. Doubts frequently disturb the sin­
cerely obedient, and the path, of the juet ia 
as the shining light that sbineth more and more 
unto the perfect day." Secure for yourselves 
tberelore the most iotimate communion with 
God, and seek in your own hearts suoh a lui- 
filment ol Divine promises ss will satisfy your­
selves ol their truth. The bewildering and 
destructive falsehoods of infidelity will have 
only the most transicut duration in your hearts, 
while the Spirit itself bears witness to your 
adoption into the family of God.

Strenousfy labour for a steady growth id 
grace. If forgetting the things which art 
behind, the lover level of opinion and prac­
tice—you are constantly reaching iorth unto 
those things which are before; seeking lor

sense» anil utter one solitary but significant 
word “ Sing "" Happily the dear children.re 
sponded to the importunate Appeal snd while 
their tdseber’s attenti.m was withdrawn from 
him. Mr. M. snatched ht» h*t and Lolled down 
stairs His immoderate haste raised the sus-

Cbrist as eagerly as lor bid treasure your 
mind will reject the distractions which super­
vene upon sluggishness snd inattention. Hsve 
a high moral aim. Seek deliverance front all 
sin. Have your souls thoroughly imbued 
wuh a sense ol Gods tendei and infinite 
love, giving lo Him an ardent and gratelul picion of a group of street arsbs. who in turn 
affection, toned by the dee;>est reverence raised a cry ot " stop thiel." and on account ot 
Consecution is the outgrowth of this love, the police the North American gentlemen 

: “ The Christian lives to Christ alone." lie thought it imprudent not to stop. He went 
i listens in the attitude of earnest attention to back to the Y . M. C. A. rooms snd related his 
every expression ol the Divine will, and he adventure, which relation termed his first ac- 
obeys with promptitude and unreserve. Let iuaI “ speech,” and as he said, be " bss nt 

; such consecration be yours, and let the Divine stopped talking yet."
direction " ye are not your own, ye are bought | 4------------- —---------------
with a price, therefore glorify God ioyour body CANADA PRIMITIVE METHODIST 
and in your spirit which are God’s," be not CONNECTION,
merely regarded by you as a principle laid 
down in Holy Writ but be realized as the 
hibitual experience ol your lives.

l>et the utmost assiduity be shewn in train­
ing your children in truth and virtue. Too 
much stress cannot be laid upon the inculca­
tion ol these duties, either in -tfSeir relation 
to the church yf which you design your chil­
dren to be laitolm members, or in relatmn to 
your children themselves, whose everlasting 
salvation you greatly desire. The Sabbath 

| School will prove a powerful auxiliary in this 
I duty, but it is an auxiliary only. It must not 
be allowed to supercede your personal endca- 

: vour and supervision. Carefully teach them 
the leading the truths ol religion, guard ibem 
as they need it against the prevalent errors oi ! affectionately requests our preachers sod so-

The Canada Primitive Methodist Connection, 
at its Isle session, eievled K Boyle. President ; 
Geo. Wood, Vice-president, Henry Harris, 
Sercetary ; Thomas Guttery. Editor ol Chris­
tian Journal; William Bee, Book Steward and 
Missionary Secretary ; H. Harris, Vice Book 
Steward ami Vice Missionary Secretary. The 
work embraces sixty-one pastoral charges, di­
vided into sévi n distric s. The Conference, 
by a Urge majority, adopted the following ré­
solut ion :

lie solved. That we desire to cultivate the 
closest Irslernal friendship w ith sll bodies ol 
Christians, but this Conference is ol opinion 
that there is no prospect of our organic uoiou 

ilh any oilier body ; the Conference therefore

the day, caution them against the seductive 
attractions ol vice, and fortily them in vir­
tuous habits. It will be your duty to provide 
them with such books lor reading aud study 
as will strengthen their minds, enlarge their 
acquaintance with the world and give them 
broad aod liberal views, without weakening in 
them the principles ol virtue or sapping the 
foundations ol truth. Meanwhile purge your 
houses ol all injurious literature, remembering 
that it both poisons and defiles.

We address you with full confidence upon 
the subject of improper amusements, and 
exhort you to bear your testimony against 
them with holy boldness. Rejoicing to recog­
nize you as partakers of true Christian liberty, 
we exhort you to stand last in that liberty—a 
liberty not to indulge in questionable plea­
sures, but to rise above the desUe lor them 
The spirit of God brings the true enfranchise­
ment when He gives us to ieel that for 
happloess we are in no sense dependent upon 
semi-harbarous amusements and doubllul re­
collections. II it be our lot iu hearing tes 
tiinony against these things by word or prac­
tice to he in advance ol the general spirit and 
opinion of the age, we must hear our tes­
timony laithlully, looking for a better era with 
nobler and truer conceptions ol the nature of 
religion and the dignity of the human soul to 
justity us in this fuller interpretation of the 
spirit of God’s word, and a closer adherence 
lo its teachings. Avoid the perilous precints 
of the ball-room; yield not to the soul des­
troying seductive* of the wine cup; reject the 
baited enticements of gambling in their every 
form, remembering always that ye may not 
“ make provision lor the flesh to fulfil the 
lusts tbereol."

Guard diligently against drinking into the 
spirit of (he world. The danger here is in­
calculable. There is a mad rush alter sensuous 
delights, the luxurious in living,’the gay in 
dress, the material in wealth, the animal in 
pleasure, are made the supreme objects ol life 
lor thousands; keep yourselves puie. And 
while in the fierce etruggle tor gain so many 
are makiog shipwreck of character and ol 
their hopes for eternity, be it yours to show 
that the laws ol business morality are coinci­
dent with Ihe highest demands of integrity and 
virtue, remembering that, Irom age to age, the 
injunction is repealed, “ 1 am the Almighty 
God, walk belore me and be Ihou perfect."

It becomes our duty to inform you ol advanc­
ed measures taken towards organic changes in 
our body, A common basis ol union baa been 
agreed upon between the Canada Conference 
and ourselves for which we expect the endorse- 
tioo el the British Conference, and in the course 
of the year the measure will he placed before 
Ihe reepeclive Quarterly Board* throughout 
our Conlerential territory. In the consumma­
tion ol this great work which we now confident­
ly anticipate, we shall not only have a strong 
organization spanning the continent Irom ocean 
to ocean, but we shall as a Church, occupy a 
position and possess resources which shall 
make us mighty through God, to take no mean 
part ol the Cdurcb’s mission, that ol conquer­
ing the world lor Cbriat.

Finally, brethren, larewell. Be perfect, be 
ol good comiort ; be of one mind ; live in 
peace ; and the God of love and peace shall be 
with you.

Signed on behalf and by order of the Con­
ference,

Charles Stewart, President.
James Tayi.ok, Secretary.

Fredericton, S. 11., July 4, 1873.

cieties to avoid any further agitation on this 
subject.
But 17 ministers and 7 laymen called a meet­
ing June 12, at which the Rev. J. Markham 
was appointed President, and, the Rev. J. 
Ilaylock, Secretary, and the following resolu­
tions were adopted unanimously :

Resolved, 1. That we deem a union of the 
Mel boil ist Churches in this Country very de­
sirable.

2. That, as the Primitive Methodist Con­
ference of 1873 has declared itself against 
Methodist union, tod against our conscientioue 
convictions, we must respoctlully dissent Irom 
such declaration, anil we do now torn) our­
selves into a Union Association.

3. That the aim ol this Association shall be 
to aid in the lormation of a Canadian Metho­
dist Church.

4. That wo the member» ot this Associa­
tion. ministers and laymen, hereby pledge our­
selves to labor as earneatlyaud devotedly dur­
ing the current year for the advancement of 
our Church’s interesis as in the past.

ft. That Uev. J. Markman be the Presi­
dent. That Rev. T. Griffith and 8. R. Briggs 
be the Secretaries, and D. M’l.eau, Treasurer.

Four other miniaters and five laymen, who 
were present at the Conlerence, were vouched 
for as favorable to the union.

PRIMITIVE METHODIST 
EN CE.

CONFER-

Tho lifty-lourth Annual Conference ol the 
Primitive Metbodiet Connection began its ses­
sion in TODt>ridg* Chapel, London, June 4. 
The Rev. S.Aoliff waa chosen President. Rev. 
J. Dickinson waa appointed Journal Secretary, 
and Rev. T. Southron, Assistant. Uev. T. 
Dearlove, Sheet Secretary, and Rev. J. At­
kinson, Assistant, lteve. (}. Lamb, \V 
Culls, T. Penrose, and E. Hall, readers. Rev. 
W. Inman, Mr. J. Rous, (registrar), Harri­
son, Uev. H. Platt, Rev. U, Shaw, Mr. (J. 
Sheuton, and Mr. S. Davie, letler-wrilere. 
The Rev. W. R. Widdoweon waa appointed 
to assist the General Committee Scretary ; and 
Mr. John Wilson, Precentor. There ia a de­
crease of 806 member», an increase of 43 
traveling and 164 local preacher», Ut claea- 
leadera, 87 chapels, 62 Sunday-school», 197 
teachers, 6,371 scholars. The Connection 
now numbers — members, 160,668 ; traveling 
paeachera, 1,006; local preacher», 14.761; 
claaa-leadera, U,W7 ; Connections! Chapels, 
3,797 ; oilier preacbing-placea, 2,666; Sunday- 
schools, 3,606 ; teachers, 48,973; scholars. 
296,612 ; day-seboole, 44 ; teachers, 79; schol­
ar», 4, 317. Three deed-poll miniaters bad 
died, to wit : W. Garner, John Petty, and 
William Byron—and two other old minister». 
L. Horner and William Armitage.

MR. THANK MILLER’S FIRST ATTEMPT.

In Ihe course of hia very pleasant address 
at Shaltabury Hall, Toronto, Wedoesday even­
ing, Mr. Thane Miller gave a characteristic 
account ol his first attempt at public «peaking. 
While in London, England, he had paid a visit 
alone.oue day to a ragged school, and aller 
having inscribed his name in the visitor’s book, 
at the ecbool-miatrees’ request,—•• using an 
unoeceeaary deal of ink on a small name" be 
waa asked il be would addreae the children. 
He aver» that be waa overwhelmed at the 
suggestion and io the flutter ol excitement 
which ensued made the answer which embarass- 
ed ladies have made to gee rid ol eudden 
question»—“ Yea !" The teacher at once an­
nounced to the scholar» that the “ North 
American gentleman" would apeak to them. 
Realizing hia position be requested the lady to 
let the children aing first, which waa granted, 
and at the conclusion of the song it waa renew­
ed tod another abort respite gained. Once 
more the announcement waa made that the 
gentleman from North America would apeak, 
aod the children instantly settled into be­
coming eilence. Ue «aid hi» lee lings at that 
moment were the acme ol unpleasant, and it re­
quired a mighty effort to rally hi» departieg

The Chiu»iian Guardian, ol June 26, 
contain» the Appointment* ol the Canada Con­
ference. There are 478 charges, 16 of which 
are missionary charges in four Missionary Dis­
trict»—one in Japan, with two miaaiooariea 
The Guardian aaya there ia prospect of union 
with the “ Primitive» "—of course, none with 
the “ Epiacopaia but union with the New 
Connexion in Canada seems likely to take 
place. The Guardian says, “ Both side» 
agreed to accept the terms ol union provided 
that such acceptance obtained the sanction of 
the November quarterly-meetings. We be­
lieve it was all along intended to submit the 
question to the quarterly meetings. As to 
sending a deputation to England, this is only 
what is due in courtesy to the English Connec­
tion. It is quite likely when the Eogliab Con­
ference bears the statements ol the Canadian 
deputation, it will grant a peaceable separa­
tion. But whether it does or not, the article» 
of union between the English and Canadian 
Connection give the latter power to withdraw 
and become independent, whenever this is 
deemed desirable."

If a man’s whole life-object ia to make 
dollar*, he will be running againat thoae who 
are making dollars. II his whole object ia to 
get applause, he will run againat those who are 
seeking applause. But il be rise* higher than 
that, be will not he interrupled in hia flight 
heavenward. Why does that flock ol birds, 
floating up against the blue sky to high that 
you can hardly see them, not change it* course 
lor spire or tower ? They are above obstruc­
tions. So we would not need so often to change 
our Christian course il we lived iu a higher 
atmosphère, nearer Christ, nearer the throue 
of God.

With generous heart, Lord, help me live, 
And all my enemies forgive.
Keep me Irom anger and from hate ;
Oc thee with patience let me wait.
The path of peace let me pursue.
And “ good for evil ” make me do.
Help me from cruel wrath to flee ;
I would be “ perfect," Lord, like thee.

I


