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FIVE-MINUTE SERMON I
SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT

THE CHRISTIAN STANDARD

“Go and relate to John what you have heard a
seen. ' (Matt, xi,4)

|

When the disciples of John asked:
“Art thou He that art to come, or look |
we for another?’ Christ answered:
wGo and relate to John what you have
heard and seen.,’ The Lord thus in
formed them that He was the Messias, |
as was evident from His teachings and |

miracles, Christ demonstrated by His | .

miracles that He was the sou of God, the
Redeemer of the world, and He de-
manded that the Jews should believe in
Him. Therefora He said: *“Go and re-
late to John what you have heard and
geen. The blind see, the lame walk, the
lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the
dead arise, the poor have the Gospel
preached to them.” Oue lesson that we
may take from this Gospel is that we
should not ouly be Christians by pro-
fession, but that our actions should pro- |
elaim us Christians, “Beware of false |
prophets,” said Our Saviour; “by their |
fruits you shall know them” (Matt. vii, |
15, 16). *Many wiil come Lo yoil dppoai-
ing pious and truthful, but be on your
guard, for they are false and seek your
destracvion. In order to know them |
observe their actions, for actions tell |
the true character of man, mark him as
virtuons or wicked, a child of (iod or of
the devil. So our actions show whether |
we are Christians or not. “There are |
many,” says St. Augustine, “who cross
their foreheads with the sign of Christ,
but in their hearts they despise Iis
teachings and commandments; there-
fore it does not matter much what
they claim to be, but what they live up
to.” To be atrue Christian itis not |
sufficient merely to recite the Creed.
This is afirmed by the words of St. John
to the Bisbhop of Sardis: “I know thy
works, that thou bast the name of being |
alive: and thou art dead. For I find |
not thy works full before my God"”
(Apoe. iii, 1,2). |

St. John does not find the works full,
and therefore gives him no credit.
There are even many who think them-
gselves good Christians according to
their works, butintruth they are not.
Some go to church regularly, pray, give |
alms, and do other good deeds; yet they |
will not forgive their enemies; they re-
fuse to forget offenses committed against
them; they will not root out their bad |
habits; they have no patience in suffer-
ing and trials, nay, they even complain
that they do not deserve the adversities |
that GGod sends them, Of these Christians |
we can readily say: | know thy works,
that thou hast the name of being alive: |
and thou artdead. For Ifind not thy |
works full before God. Such Christians |
may be compared to the fig tree, from
which Christ sought in vain for fruit; |
they pride themselves on their Chris- |
tian name and Christian life, but they
have not the true Christian spirit and
their fruits are not “full;” that means
they have no real virtue; they are
Christians only in as far as it suits |
their desire and convience. |

My dear Christians, we acknowledge |
the true faith. Lot us, then, also show
by all our actions that we are truly
Christians. Let us turn to Jesus and
follow in His footsteps.
His example in thought, word and deed, |
so that we may exclaim with the
Apostles: “I live, but Christ lives in
me.” We shall then “lay hold on ete
nal life, whereunto we are called.
(Timothy vi, 12). Amen.

—_——————

CARDINAL GIBBONS

SERMON ON THE OBLIGATION
OF GIVING THANKS TO GOD
AND TO OUR LORD JESUS
CHRIST ALWAYS

“ All whatever ye do in word or in
work, do all in the name of the Lord
Jesus Christ, giving thanks to God and
the Father through Him.”—Col,, iii,
12 18,

It is a source of great satisfaction to
every devout Christian that the Chief
executive of the nation, as well as the
Governors of the States, is accustomed
onee a year to invite the people of the
United States to return thanks to God
for Iis blessings to the country. The
public act of our Chief Magistrate pro
elaiming the supreme dominion and
Providence of our Creator cannot fail to

exert a salutary influence on our citi- |
zong at large and to secure for us a con- |

tinuanece of Divine favors.
.= Gratitude to God is a most accept-
able form of prayer. It has been ealled
the respiration of the soul. As in every
human breast there are two movements
the one that inhales the air, the other
that exhales it after it has enriched the
blood —so should there be in every soul
two movements —the one receiving ifts
from the Holy Spirit, which invigorates
our inner life ; the other pouring forth
those gifts in the form of thanksgivir
Bvery blessing we enjoy in the order
nature or grace is a gratuitous bounty
of our Creator, every perfect gift is
from above, coming down from the
Father of lights,”

“ (GGod has given us natural life, How
precious it is ! How delightfal it is to
eross the mysterious boundary that
soparates nothingness from existence to
spring from darkness to light, to breathe

the air of heaven, to contemplate the |
atarry firmament above us, to commune |

with our fellow beings |

MAN'S CREATION GREATEST BOON CON.

FERRED BY GOD
« Life would be precious in any shape
or form. It would be ar

Let us follow |

unmerited gift |

HEAVY DRINKER CURED

Ssamaria Cured Him and He Helps‘

Others

A wman who has been released from the

! awful eravings of drink, and whose first

thought is to help others, shows the
spirit of true brotherhood and philan-
thropy. Read his letter :

“The § Remedy Co,, Toronto, Ont. |
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" \hd
that [ Like e N
e i |
n 1k ina ' |
I cannot speak 1 }
i Y
in put |
H. Lilywhite, Brigden, Ontario |

Samaria Prescription is tasteless and
odorless, and dissolves instantly in tea |
or eoffee, or ean be mixed with food. Tt |
can be given with or without the |
patient’s knowledge, It removes the
eraving for drink, builds up the system
and restores the nerves. Drink be-
comes distasteful and even nauseous.
Drink is a disease, not. a erime. One
Arink of whiskey always invites another.
The inflamed nerves and stomach ereate
a craving that must either be satisfied
by more whiskey or removed by seienti
fie treatment like Samaria 'reseription.
Samaria Preseription has been in regu-

| lar and sucecessful use by Physicians

and Hospitals for over ten years.
If you know of any family needing

Samaria Preseription, tell them about |

it. If you have a husband, father or
friend that is drifting into drink, help
him save himsell. Write to-day.

A Free Trial Package of Samaria Pre-
seription, with booklet, giving full
particulars, testimonials, price, ete.,

| will be sent absolutely free and post-

paid in plain sealed package to anyone
asking for it and mentioning this paper.
Correspondence sacredly confidential,
Write to-day. The Samaria Remedy
Co., Dept. 11, 19 Colborne St., Toronto,
Canada.

of Thy hands. Thou hast subjected all
things under his feet, all sheep and
oxen ; moreover, the beasts also of the
fields, the birds of the air, and the fish
of the sea, that pass through the paths
of the sea.” That universal jurisdiction
which He gave to our heritage. Ie re-
peats to us what He said to Adam :
‘ Rule over all living ecreatures that
move upon the earth.’

“ We are indebted to God, not only
for the life He has gives us but also for

its preservation and continuance; for as |

only an Almighty hand could have
created us, so none but an Almighty
power can sustain us. Not only must
we say with the Prophet: * Thy hands,
O Lord, have made me and fashioned
me, but with the same inspired writer
we must exelaim: ‘If thou turnest

| away Thy face, Thy creaturas shall be

troubled ; Thou shalt take away their

breath, and they shall fail and shall re- |

turn to their dust.” He is the life of
our life and the breath of our mnostrils.
He is the invisible sun that illumines
our path. Every day we live, every
breath we breathe, every pulsation of
our heart is a fresh manifestation of
divine power and a new expression of
divine mercy.

AFFLICTIONS AND HUMILIATION OFTEN

EVIDENCE OF GOD'S LOVI

“Perhaps you will object and say yon
have little or nothing to be thankful for.

| Your lives have been cast in barren
| places. While others around you en-

| joyed robust physical health, you have
| the vietim of various diseases. While
| others have been honored and flattered,
you bave been ignored and despised.
While others have possessed in abun-
dance the good things of this world, you
have been in straitened circumstances.
| o this 1 reply that we should thank God,
| not only for the temporal blessings that
| He sendsus but also for the afilictions and
humiliations with which He has visited
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if wo were made birds of the air,or |

beast of the field, or fish of the sea, or

ereeping reptiles, for even the erawling | i

reptile clings to life and instinetively

shrinks from death. But how inex- |

pressibly greater is the boon God has
(A-»n[uvn;«l upon us in ereating us human
beings and the lords of His earthly do
main ! He has made us in His own
image and likeness. ‘ God created man
in His own image.’
with a sublime intelligence, with a free
will with an immortal soul. ‘What is man,
O Lord,’ says the Psalmist, * that Thon
art mindful of bim, or the son of man
that Thou vi ?  Thon
made him a little less than the ¢
Thou hast erowned him with glory and
honor and hast set him over the works

He has endowed us

test  hir
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us. We should love Him, not only when
as a Father He cherishes us, but also
when as a physician. He holds to our
lips the eup of sorrow and humiliation.
We should kiss the hand that strikes us
as well as the hand that caresses us;
He does so in love as our Father,

“It may seem paradoxical and hard to
realize, nevertheless it is true, that in

the day of the Lord, when He will bring |

to light the hidden things of darkness
and make manifest the counsels of the
hearts—in that day we shall discover
that we owe a heavier debt of gratitude
to the Lord for the trials we have
endured than for the comforts we have
enjoyed. For how many more are
drawn toward Him by sufferings than by
consolations! What re the heavy
raius of tribul us t
the refreshing uicken
and make them grow into fruits of
sanctification? What are alllictions if
patiently endured but the raw material
out of which we can weave the royal
robe that we shall deserve to wear at

| the banquet of the great King ?

INGRATES FORGET BENEFACTORS IN PROS- |

PERITY.
“And yet, alas! are there not some of

| you before me to-day who, in both

auspicious and adverse cireumstances

| are wanting in thanksgiving to God?

You do not show your gratitude in pros-
perity, but rather you are then so in-
toxicated with delight as to be oblivi-
ous to your benefactor. You fail to
thank Him in adversity for the frost of
tribulation congeals the fountain of
grateful affections. The only time you
feel disposed to make some pretense of
gratitude is when you have some favor
to ask or some danger to avoid, and
then your sense of gratitude is a lively
appreciation of benefits to be received.

“But if we should be grateful to God
for the benefit of ereation, how much
more beholden we are to Him for the
supernatural gift of redemption. We
should give thanks to our Heavenly
Father that we were not born and
reared amid the darkness of idolatry,

but in a civilized and Christian eountry; |

that we were nourished by Christian
parents, and that we live under the
benign influence of a Christian civiliza-
tion. Above all, how grateful we oug
to he that we have Christ, the Lord, for
our teacher who “is the power of God

I
1t

and the wisdom of God,” whose knowl-
edge surpasses that of the pagan phil-
osophers immeasurably more than the
licht of the sun excels that of the
flickering lamp. He teaches us not
mly by word, but by example also.

He has rescued us from spiritual pov
erty that we might be rich in grace

and in good works. He has delivered us
from the bondage of sin to enjoy the

glorious liberty of the children of God.

“If, therefore, we should be thankful
for our temporal life
for the supernatural
has endowed us ! If we should be grate

ful that He has sent His sun to shine

on us, how much more that He has sent
His Holy Spirit to

and inflame our heart

BLESSING CONFERRED ON MAN
PURE LOVE

OUT OF

“If we should have a profound sense
of the Divine goodness in giving us
daily food for the support of corporal
life, how much stronger should be our |
obligation for the supersubstantial Bread
of the Bucharist that is given us for the
nourishment of our soul!l If we should
be thaukful that He has given us dom-
inion over the birds of the air and the |
beasts of the field, how much more
grateful should we be that He has given

us power to subdue those more vora
ecious monsters and birds of prey
ly, our passions!

no mat

we were enemies,” saysthe Aj

is no vice more hurtful to our

gelves, more abhorred by man and more |

odious to God than the sin of unthankfnl

how mueh more
fe with which He

illumine our mind

name-
If, in a word, we are
indebted to our Heavenly Father for
having made us lords of His earthly |
manor, how much greater is our obliga-
tion for having chosen us as prospective |
heirs of Hlis everlasting kingdom! And
all these blessings our Savior has
granted to us out of pure love and at the
price of His blood, He can truly say
to each of us: “Greater love than this
hath, that a man lay down his
life for his friends.” But even more
than this Christ has done, for “when
ostle, “we
were reconciled to God by the death of

ness, *“ Ingratitude,” says St
* is a parching wind that dries up the
fountains of piety, the dew of mercy and
the torrents of grace.” *The earth”
says St. Paul, * that drinketh in the
rain which cometh upon it, and which
bringeth forth thorns and briers, is re-
jected, whose end is to be burnt.”

GOD HATED AND DENOUNCED INGRATI-

TUD}

* So hateful is this vice in the sight
of God that it provoked His most severe
denunciation against the Jewish people:
* I have brought up children,” He says,
“ and exalted them, but they have de-
spised Me, The ox knoweth his owner,
1d the ass his master's erib, but Israel
hath not known Me. My people hath
not understood."”

“ The one recognizes with affection |

the master that feeds him, and we are
indifferent to the Divine Hand that sus-
tains us. The ox meekly submits to the
yoke, and we grow impatient of the re-
straint of the gospel. The ox ploughs
the field which yields a harvest to his
master, and we fail to cultivate in our
soul the seeds of sanctifieation.

“ The Apostle of the Gentiles never
wearies in giving thanks to God. In
eleven of his fourteen epistles he pours
forth his gratitude for the spiritual
blessings vouchsafed to himself and his
disciples. And in every instance these
expressions of grateful acknowledgment
are found in the opening chapter, as if
to admonish us that our prayers and
good works should be inaugurated by
acts of thanksgiving.

COMMEMORATION OF CHRIST'S SACRIFICE
AN ACT OF THANKSGIVING

“The church in her liturgy imitates
the Apostles by the practice of thanks-
giving. Ouar Savior was once sacrificed
for redemption on the altar of the cross.
From the rising to the setting of the
sun that great event is commemorated
on thousands of altars by the Eucharis-
tic Sacrifice which, as its name implies,
is a sacrifice of thanksgiving. FKr
bodied in the prayers of the Mass is the
wngelic hymn, ‘Glory to God in the
highest! Wea praise Thee, we bless Thee,
we give Thee Thanks for Thy
great glory, O Lord God, Heavenly
Almighty. And
preface these words
ted or chanted: ‘Let us

King, God, Father
in the sublime
are daily reci

give thanks to the Lord our God. It is
meet and just, s truly proper and
worthy just and salutary that we should
always and in all places give thanks to

Thee, Holy Lord,
Eternal God.
“Let each of us

ren, b diligent i

Almighty

1180, beloved breth-
offering thanks to
God for individual blessings we have
received and then we may hope to be
more abundantly refreshed at the Foun-
tain of Graee, for the prayer of thanks-
giving is a heavenly stream that flows
into the ocean of divine love and re-

turns to us again in showers of bene- |

diction.”

e

To seek happin
like loving love
is desolation, deat

as a final aim is
s a business—the end
~Herbert.

All things are ours in just such meas-
ure as we labor to make them ours. In
just such measure as we fully appreciate
the fact that God is in us and of us, not
merely for us! In just such measure as
we rize toour boundless inheritance of
power!
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'ANT VIEW OF
TERESA

An Englishman
writing, in the C.

and a Protestant
hill Magazine, of

the Frenchtown of Sens, notes that the |

Carmelite Convent in the Rue de Tam-

bour d'Argent stands empty and shut-
tered to-day. He says: “It is to be-
| come a distillery, I hear. MNM. Combes
and Briand have acted strenuously and
Teresa's nuns have gone to Brazil,” Of
St. Teresa and her nuns this writer
seems to know something. He likes the
Saint for her common sense. He calls
her the “sanest of mystics and most sen-
sible of Saints;'" although did he know
more saints than Teresa he would dis-
cover that practical-mindedness was not
so infrequent among them as he seems to
think. He also likes St. Teresa because
she had a sense of humor, aud a hatred
of dirt whether mental or physical. He
quotes a saying aseribed to her: “Mirth
is from God and dullness from the devil;"”
| aud another: “God dwells in the scullery
too.” Bnt he loves Saint Teresa above
all because of the thought of others
which underlay her
writes:—

Well, they are gone, Teresa's nuns are
gone. . But wherever they be to-
night, safe in port or ill upon the sway-
| ing ocean, they will be praying for you
| and me.
for that. The best of St. Teresa's doe-
trine was its unselfishness. A nun was
not to be votive or ascetic for her own
sake only—she was to renounce the
world for the sake of the world. Car-
melites mainly bent upon their o%n
spiritual educationjwere unworthy Car-
melites, Teresa told them. And that
is why to-night and every night the
daughters of her doetrine agonize for
you and me.

ABUSE OF CATHOLIt
COUNTRIES

The Christian Advocate of St. Lonis,
in a recent issue, has the following hys-
terical sentence; “1 therefore feel con-
strained to call the attention of the
Chureh to the fact that Roman Catholie-
ism is responsible for moral and relig-
ious eonditions as deplorable as those
which prevail in pagan and Mosleum
lands. Nor ean she remedy them, be-
cause Catholie.”
There you have it; a Daniel come to
judgment,

But let us look at the matter calmly.
Is it true that Catholie lands are con-
spicious in the way alleged by the Ad-
vocate? In the manner of eriminality,
we dely the Advocate to prodnce proofs
that will overturn our contention that
the Catholic lands have immensely
smaller percentage of eriminality than
the non-Catholie. There are more mur-
ders in Epgland and the United
States in a year thanin all the Latin
| countries. The other crimes are equal-
ly preponderating in the non-Catholie
countries, Take the matter of suicide,
that personal revolt against God and
religion. In all the earth the number
of su, .ides is three times as great
among Protestant people, than among
Catholics. Prof. Von Oettingen, a sta-
tistician in moral matters declares:

Romanism is too

violent contagious pest.” In faet, in

Protestant Saxony there are 400 suicides
| out of every million, whereas in the |
(latholic Rhine provineces, the ratio is |

only 60 to 70 to the million. One might

| bring forward the fact of drunkenness |

| with its attendant crimes. Until Eog-
lish influence came into Italy, Spain and
Portugal’ drunkenness was almost un-
known. As it isthe Italians still speak

an Englishman.” There are erimes un-
namable, the extent of which in Eog-
]lnnd and Saxon countries is so great,
that they are often tolerated as an in-
corrigible evils

| The secret of the unceasing torrent
| of abuse and obloquy poured out in cer-
| tain cireles upon the Catholic Church

| ure of the English and American agen-

Another fact, worth recording—and it is
a very palpable faet—that wheypever
| British or American proselytizing agen-
\civs have not penetrated in Catholic

l

devotions. He

Let us think of them nicely |

“It is a most certain fact, that here in |
| Germany suicide rages fiercely, and in |
the Kingdom of Saxony it is like a |

of an unfertunate as being “as drunk as |

| in the Latin countries, is the utter fail- |

cies to make any impression on the faith |
| and piety of the Catholie principles, |
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