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in their hearts by the finger of God?
(b) “Their conseience also bearing witness,”
They have a conscience, a moral sense,
determining with more or less acenracy
questions of right and wrong. And this
inward sense bears witness with their
ontward eonduct; so they give both in-
ward aud outward manifestation of tue
law written in their hearts. (e) “And
their thoughts the meamwhile aceusing or
The heathen
judge one another in watters of right
and wrong from their stand-point, ap-
proving the one and condemning the
other. However inaccurate their judg-
ments may be, the disposition to pass
them upon one another proves that they
have still in their nature something
of the law originally written therein,
Hence they ““are a law unto them-
selves.” So we find the works of God,
in the moral nature of the heathen, de-
claring Him unto them as God, along
with those in creation and in provi-
dence, and claiming for Him their wor-
ship and service, Failing to render
these, * they are without excuse,”

)

else excusing one another,”

I1. This is a elear and definite revelation,
“For the invisible things of him are
clearly seen.” (v. 20.) It is not a vague
and indefinite manifestation of God,
one which isof no real value, Itappeals
to the heathen with a voice that is loud*
and unmistakable, So the Psalmist
teaches (xix: o, *““There is no speech
nor langnage where their voice is not
heard.” The works of God, in creation,
in providence, and in man’s moral na-
ture, speak too distinctly not to be
heard, Their voice is insufficient only
when men will not hear. God did not
mean to trifle with the sons of men
when He gave them this revelation; nor
did He do so. **Shall not the Judge
of all the earth do right?” Nor is it a
sufficient justification of the heathen
to say that sin has so deafened them
that they cannot hear and understand
the voice of God as He spoke through
thisrevelation of Himself, That is rather
their misfortune. The revelation is clear
and definite,though they may be unable,
by reason of sin, to appreciate it; and
by this revelation they are to be judged.

IIL It is «a wniversal revela‘ion, [t
given to men in every part of the wor |
being “understood by the things ti
are made.” The things that are mu!
fill the world, and so does the revel
tion which they furnish. So we
taught in Ps. xix: 4: * Their line,
sound, as it is quoted in Rom, x: Is
“is gone out through all the earth, ani
their words to the end of the world
And wheresoever it goes it declures

“the eternal power and Godhead " of

their Creator. The voice of God
creation is universal, and so is that
providence. God not only made ull,
but He cares for all, as we are tanght,
(Ps. exlv: 15, 16): * The eyes of all wuit
upon thee, and thoun givest them the
meat in due season. Thou openest
thine hand, and satisfiest the desire
every living thing.” And the divin
voice in man's moral nature is co-exten-
sive with that in ereation and in provi
dence, The moral nature of man
essentially the same evervwhere, .
has been characterized by the philos.
ophers as *‘the religions animal,” |
cause of his proneness, even in .

barbarous condition, to recognize and
worship some supreme being. Hence
the heathen in every part of the worll
are “withont excuse.” g

IV. And it is a perpe'ual revelation.
The apostle declares that the invisibl
things of God are clearly seen *from
the creation of the world.” Creation
and providence and man’s moral nature
have been giving forth the same wit-
ness for God in all the ages, There has
been no material change in this reve
lation, Tt is the constant testimony of
all His works to His ““ eternal powerand
godhead.,” This testimony is as un-
changeable as Himself. Henee the
heathen, in every age of the world,
have been *‘without excuse.” They
have had opportunities of knowing
enough of God to condemn them for
their wicked idolatry; and God has
been holding them to a just responsi-
bility. He so holds the heathen now
In the light of this eclear and universal
and perpetual revelation in nature, they
are ‘‘ without excuse.” Their condem-
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