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Preparedness for Spring

TORONTO, ONT., MARCH 22, 1917

Trade increases the wealth and glory of a coustry; butits real strength and stamina are to be lookedior among the cultivators of the land. L ord Chatham
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Is the Farm Programme Complete for the Season of 1917 ?>—By Agricola

UCH of the success attained in farming
M must be attributed to good generalship.
No battle that is considered decisive can
be won without preparedness, Within the month
previous to seeding, the farmer’s campaign for the
busy season should be thought out. To know
what crops he will ETow, what fields will be de-
voted to them, that the Decessary implements are
in good repair and the Proper help available, will
aid immeasurably in keeping up with the work
throughout the summer.

When there is & little slack time, it may be
profitably utilized in seeing that all tools are in
first-clase working order. Are the harrows sharp,
fhe cultivator polnts ready to bite, and the roller,
the drill and other machinery ready for instant
service? Perhaps the bay cutting and the wheat
harvest seem a long way In the distance, but you
Are going to be busy then. Why not now take
the opportunity to overhaul the mower, the binder
and that side-delivery rake that you took so much
trouble to stare away? Sec that all broken anda
worn parts aré renewed, nuts tightened, and bear-
ings ulled—ready to stast at the word £0. Then,
perhaps, the harness has been neglected, If re-
bairs are advisable do not delay in having them
done, Have the leather well ofled anc the collars
cleaned.

Machinery to Replace Men,
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high priced it is good business to consider the
class of machinery. you purchase. Are your fm-
plements of the old-fashioned, narrow type, regu-
lar time consumers? Would it not be practic-
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©0. enient ones? When you are being pushed in
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fore a three days’' rain stops operations for a
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profitably employ the gas tractor to furnish the
necessary power in the fields, the Important
Question of getting the tesms hardened and ready
for the strenuous days of seeding should be given
careful attention. Most farmers don’t have to
be told how to do this; just s hint by way of
emphasis ought to suffice, If, however, th: work
Is to be accomplished with a satisfactory degree
of despatch there will be no economy in & short-

$192.55 Per Cow

C T HAT the progressive,
dairyman can make
of his business,

when weather and crop lons were pi

haps the most unfaverable on record, has
been amply proven by the results obtained

In 1916 by Mr. Morden Gilbert from his fine

Holstein herd at Millview F:

up-to-date
riced cess
In a season

but during 1916 Mmr, Gllbert has not only
made far more money per row owing to the
Increased price for cheese, but In the face
of one of the most unfaverable dalry wes-
sons for many years he was able to show a
splendid Increase In yield of mitk per cow.
In 1915 his average milk per cow from a
herd of ten cows was 10,141 Ibs., while the
highest yield from any Individual cow was
12,125 1bs. In 1916 the Average per cow .
from a herd of nine was 12,229 Ibs, each,
The highest . Individual yield in 1916 was
14,253, an Increase of 2,128 In highest indi.
Vvidual record. A three-year-old that fresh.
ened May 1st was the only one cow in the
herd that gave less than 10,000 1bs. in 1916,
This is a record of which Mr. Glibert has
@ood reason to be proud, for It certainly
means that the most careful attention has
been given, not only to breeding up his
herd, but that the best of care was olven
M.lld!udo'"nrlimuﬂpmld.d
In abundance. This was not an, easy matter
In 1916, owing to the long continued dry
weather, The financial return from M:
Glibert's herd for 1916 was most gratifying.

would easily bring the average per

@ge of horses. Generally speaking, the hLorse
market of late has been at a pretty low ebb,
especially if one has an animal to sell—one that
Is not very good or not very bad. But go out
and try to buy a really good one, and you will
have your eyes openod wide. The ordinary mar-
ket does not seem to have much effect there. On
several occasions recently, I have seen draft
teams of the desirable type pass hands at an
average price of $400. The best farmers are al-
most proverbial in respect to their admiration for
A good horse. Some will even go so far as to
slow up the work all around, rather than be
bothered with an inferior animal; and there are
not many who feel they can afford a long price
for one that will only be regarded as an extra.

Pavement.sore, but Satisfactory.

One of my neighbors finding himself in that
predicament last spring, found a solution that
proved entirely satisfactory. Providing himselt
Wwith the services of a reliable veterinary, he went
on & little prospecting trip to the city. Operators
of breweries, coal yards, etc, have many fine
Specimens of draft horses which they use for
draw purposes. The trouble, from the city view-
point, is that the hauling of heavy loads over the
paved streets soon produces a footsoreness that
precludes them from further service of this kind.
Right here is where the farmer's opportunity
comes in My friend saw the point, and with
expert assistance was able to select a team,
otherwise sound and young in years for $200.
Work on the land soon restored_the condition of
their feet to normal, Three months after making
the purchase he was offered $350 for the pair.

Another chore, which, if neglected, will take up
& great deal of valuable time, and can be done
equally well when the frost is in the ground, i
cleaning the seed grain.- Seed oats or barley, if
well selected, need not be changed every few
years, notwithstanding a popular belief to the
contrary, as large plump seed will continue to
give good yields for many years. If one has the
time three different cleanings are not too many
In order to secure the “cream” of the grain for
seed. The resultant harvest will prove it to be
time well spent,

Universal Fertility Service

How about starting universal fertility service?
All boys on thé farm, and all men, too, are eligible
to join. The requirements are that we do our
share toward maintaining the fertility of the soil
and promote agricultural preparedness by using
the best methods of handling our sofls and crops.
Our farms and colloges
will furnish sofl fertility ammunition in booklets
D Bigger production is needed and
' it better metheds of farming are urgent.
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