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church for over two years,” I asked him 
the reason, and received something like 
the following reply. “Two years ago I 
was at a fashionable watering place and 
one ol the most prominent ministers of 
Canada was there. Every day I watched 
that man going into the bar. drinking 
down his glass of Scotch whiskey, then 
lighting up his cigar and moving off amid 
a cloud of smoke, and I then and there 
determined that churches and ministers 
were frauds, and l have never darkened 
a church door since.” 1 do not say he 
was right, hut the fact remains ; unchurch­
ed because of the inconsistent life of a 

ministering in holy things, 
careful we ought to be !

Again, there are people who will tell 
plainly they do not go to church be-

that he really cannot possibly get out of bed 
in time f *r church on Sunday morning, and 
that he needs a walk so badly just about the 
time of the evening service, that it is an im­
possibility for him to be there, 1 need no 
more explanations from him

When an individual informs me that about 
20 or 25 years ago he had a q iarr< 1 with 
some person in that church, ur that his 

hid been insulted there and that 
thi retire he would never-put his feet in a 
church again, I know well what i‘. means ; 
or when I am inform d that a gentleman 
will not go to that church because a certain 
Hypociite at ends there, I know very well it 
all simply comes to this : “X do not want 
the church and will have nothing to do with 
it.” In dealing with the masses, oftentimes 
I have come away from doors with a strange 
mixture ol pity, and indignation struggling 
for mastery in my bosom. I have said, 
over and over again the misses do not 
want the church, they do not des:re the 
(iospel, let them stay ; shake off the dust off 

feet against the n, and let them die in 
their sins. And yet to be true to our M mer 
we dare not. Of course the question arises 
here, what is the cause of all this natural 
ind iff rent ism on the part of the misses, to­
wards things religious ? Dou1 tless the 
causes are many and varied. The old one 
still stands, “the natural h art is enmity 
against God, is n >t subject to his law, nei­
ther indeed can lie.” Another cause is 
found in the complete neglect of all religious 
training which is so characteristic of the 
rmjority of homes in the city. Wren I go 
around the Eist end of the city of Montreal, 
and behold scores of fam lies growing up 
without any religious training at a'l, with the 
sight ol drunkenness continually around 
them, familiarized with the most horrible 
oaths, and no religious teaching or insiruc­
tion to counterbalance it, 1 otten think, is it 
any wonder that we have so many outside 
the church.

Another force that pulls against the church 
with tremendous power is

THE MAMMON SPIRP 'ruVT IS AllROAD

We live in an age of break neck rush for 
the almighty dollar. Men's horizons, men­
tal, moral and spiritual, are cnbb.d, cab- 
la.ned and confined by $10 00 hills. Men's 
vis ons are so obstructed by the eagerly 
sought filthy lucre that they cannot see a 
Gcd in this world, nor a Heaven and h II 
in the other They spell their god, with the 
let er L, and make it gold. N >w it is very 
easy "o see how, that when the church stands 
for religion, and not only for right relation­
ships with men, but with God as well ; when 
it means living and walking hy faith in an 
unseen Jehovah, how the mammonized 
masses, do not want it, and will not come 
rear the chuich. Take this tremendous 
scramble for money out of men's lives, and 
you will do more than any person knows to 
bring men bark to the church. The>e and 
many other ii fluences are all at work draw­
ing the masses from the churches ; and when 
Socialists stand up in their meetings to be­
labor the churches and throw all the blame 
as to why they are cut of the church, upon 
the Christians and ministers, they are speak­
ing w'iat is not true, and are viewing m itters 
from a prejudiced point of view. But th< re 
are two sides to the story. The fault du s 
not all lie with the masses ; and we will now 
n< fee the alienation of the wage earner

BECAUSE OF THE SHORTCOMINGS OF THE 
CHURCH.

One of the reasons why some people stay 
•way from church is because of the inconsis­

tencies of church members.
There are men, nut Christians you know 
them, and I know them, who have a high 
sense of honor, and they I eh old a man sitt­
ing piously in church on the Sunday, and 
very devoutly taking part in all the exercises, 
and then going out during the week to a life 
of meanness, selfi hnvss, unmercifulness, 
will take advantage of you as quickly as any 
man of the world, and will p ihups swear, 
or ie or cheat in business ; and they come 
to «he conclusion, there is nothing in relig­
ion, noihirg in chuic'i going : it is a fraud, 
a deception, a lie, .ind they go their way 
enemies to the c hurch. I know well that il 
such men were keen and discriminating 
they would see that it was not religion that 
made the man what he is, but 
r^iher the want of it. Yet the majority will 
simply settle the whole matt -r from the re­
sults they see the church producing on those 
who attend And there is a sense in which 
this is ti ht. Christ over and over again, 
warned his disciples that the w -rid would 
judge Him, their Master and his religion, 
by the wa k and conduct of his professed 
followers

Another reason why some people are out­
side the church today, is because of (hutch 
quo* rets. Sometimes it seems as if the very 
devil himselt gets into churches • his Satanic 
majesty seems to have a perfect carnival. 
And how church people will fight over a ic- 
ligious controversy. The professed follow­
ers of the Prince of Peacv will quarrel like 
demons over some little disputed point, and 
all the time the world stands by, chuckles to 
itself, and says “Behold how these Chris­
tians lute one another ; behold how they 
love to tear each other’s reputations to 
pieces, and bite and devour each other." 
And the man who has not tasted Christianity 
t-xper.mentally goes away an enemy to the 
church, and concludes the whole thing is a 
farce, a humbug.

Another reason why the w'age earner 
does not go to church is because church 
people are so coM and formal. Many of 
them could not be possibly induced to 
speak to any person unless first introduc 
ed in the most formal and polite manner. 
In tact methinks, that if ever some of our 
good church people get home to Heaven 
—notice I say it ever they y», they will need 
Gabriel, to go around with them to in­
troduce them to the select spirits of the 
just men made perfect, and then they will 
commence to form a clique. Surely ihere 
are places where Christians should put all 
their society airs,and formalities into their 
pockets, and first let the higher sister 
liood, and brotherhood of humanity as-i rt 
themselves. Surely such a place is the 
church of Jesus Christ, where the rich and 
the poor meet together, and the Lord i< 
the m iker of them all The only differ- 
ence anyway, as Carlyle says is merely 
a matter of clothes. If we could only get 
oui p ople to unbend, and enter into the 
spii.. of the work of Christ, many an un­
churched one would be won Many an 
unchurched straggler, and I could name 
them by the score, has been won by a 
good h .-arty handshake, and a “glad to 
see you, brother, come back again.’

But we ministers must not forget our­
selves I am firmly convinced that there 
a e scores of people outside the churches 
because we have driven them there. There 
are people outside the church today be­
cause of the inconsistent lives of Ministers 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Some 
time ago 1 talked to a youug man, and 
tried to persuade him to come to church 
He to!d me, “1 have not been inside a

amestors

Oh how

cause they
GET NO GOOD FROM THE SERMON.

Now while it is undoubtedly wrong to 
stay away from church because of a poor 
sermon, as that is only a part of the wor­
ship of God, yet we may as well face the 
fact that many churches are empty, be­
cause of poor sermons ; and because the 
people get no food with wlvch to feed 
their hungry souls, when they come to 
worship on the Sunday. I have listened 
to sermons myself, that 1 am very doubt 
ful. if I would ever go back to be bored 
in the same way again. Many sermons 
are unpractical, and have no particular 
interest for the man in the street. When, 
for instance, a man has been battling hard 
all week with temptations and trials that 
have alas, proven all too strong for him, 
and he comes up to God’s house on the 
Sunday to get strength and hope and 
cheer to help him forward. Or he comes 
up weary and down hearted and wanting 
some encouragement and help, and the 
minister reads him an essay on the high­
er Criticism ; or gives him a metaphysical 
disquisition on the Three persons of the 
Trinity ; or scolds or berates his long 
suffering congregation for some real or 
supposed delinquencies ; or the sermon is 
daik and mixed up, about as clear as 
ordinary mud, and the minister does not 
know what he is going to say when he 
enters the pulpit, and the people do not 
know what he has said when he comes 

of it, is it any wonder that many, 
many intelligent working men, simply 
drilt from their mooring and become lost 
to the church 1 tell you brethren, that in 
these days men want something practical, 
something simple, that they can under­
stand, and something that is going to 
touch the problems with which they are 
grappling ; and above everything else, a 
flesh and blood man behind it. or they 
are not going to come to church ; they 
will unchurch themselves in spite of us.

Again I believe that
TEE CLERICALISM OF THE MINISTER

often militates strongly against his reach­
ing the unchurched working men. There 
is a man who goes through our streets, 
with, what Carlyle calls a “shovel hat” on 
his head, a circular collar on his neck, a 
collarless coat on his body, and he carries 
a gold headed cane in his gloved hand 
and when he speaks he has a sort of min­
isterial drawl, and his parishioners call 
him, with hushed breath, the Dr., and the 
man in the street calls him the parson, ur 
the sky pilot, and there is no man under 
the sun for whom the average wage earn 
er has so little use. When 1 think of the 
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