
SCANDINAVIA AIND THE WAR

Thlc ai facts adlvanced by the Sw'eces as grouncks for
thoir apprehlensionis werc the violent Russian attacks on1

inniiishi iationalism, the massimg of Russiani troops ili
'inla'nd, the revelations of IRussian espionaewti

Swreclen, a.nd tbbc builIdinig of railways blirougli Finilaind
to the common border in the extreie nrhriwa
that coulci bring 110 reasonable commnercial or industrial
acivantages. The Swedes also swan iniercase, rather
than a deerease, of bDitcrness iii Norw'ay, alffhough the
se)a.ration had been aceomplished wibhout bloodshecl
<md1 without the open interference of any third iPower.

That ail these faei'ors tendeci to make thc position of
Sw'eden precarious in the extreine no one can deny.
To maRze matters stili wvorse, the relabionship to
Denmiia.rkz scecie also to have taken a, turn for the
worse-perhaps 1)ecause a, IDanish Prince had acceptcd
theNrwega Throne, and perbapb because of the
kno-wýn Danish frienclliniess towa.rd Russia. At this
juneture the Swedes appea-red to bc seizeci -with a sense
of utter isolation. But this sense produced no diseour-
,aement. Istead, it pub themû on their miettie and led
to an outburst of fierce determiîiation to preserve their
country and their nationality at any cost. lieforins of
every kind were started or hastened. The 'whole people
scemied to unidergo a process of rebirth. Physical and
moral discipline becamne salient characteristies -where
not long before laxity of every kid bad reigned. A
perioci of feverish upbuilding followed, and not only
material but atlso humnan resources Nvere subject to this
proccss. Nevcrthekess tbc Sw'edes feit coînpelled to
look abroaci for help. Oni this poit I dlare not speak
with too niueh asuacbut I believe that the nation
as a w'holc would hiave heen 11o8t inicliniec to turn
wvcsbward. and eseilytowarcl igand. in this search.


