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limes of great conimercinl rxpaiislon the

home market of the I'liiml States takes

nearly everything that Is iirodncetl In that

country ; at all events, the amount they

export, although absoluiely large, is rela-

tively very small. They exported in 1000

only three and one-half per cent of the

manufactures and eight, or nine, or ten per

cent of the agricultural products. Well,

tilings will go on all right during a time of

commercial expansion when the home mar-

ket is capable of absorbing nearly tlie whole

product, but when a time of depression

seems to me tiiat these gentlemen really do

not Know that of which they speak. If Can-

ada had adopted the policy of free «radc and

opened her markets to the United States,

our trade relations, bad as they are with the

iniitlitr ciiunlr.v. woulii lie f^ir unrse, and

further than that. I believe that the com-

mercial supremacy of the United States

which would undoubtedly then have pre-

vailed In our markets would have been

coupled eventually with political supremacy.

Tiierefore. I do not think, looking at our

situation, that we can ever have ^Hhing
comts, when the consuming power of the like a policy of free trade In Canada, and If

people of the United States Is decreased,
|

we are going to adopt the policy of protec-

what w.ll happ' : ? A good deal will happen, tion. let us have a declared and pronounced

Canada lies alongside of tiie United States, i policy so tliat the people may know wliat to

Canada s her beet customer in manufac- 1 expect and let us adopt a policy which will

tured goods, as the hon. member for North
:
adequately protect all the Interests of the

Norfolk truly says. Canada Is her third best I country.

customer in aii classes of goods. When the I Pnring the past six years the government

surplus of the United States comes to be of tlie country lias not declared Its fiscal

dealt with, where will It be dealt with ? It policy as it should have done. We have

will be dealt with In Canada and Canada

may reasonably expect in the first Instance

to be the dumping ground of the American

had no definite statement ; no pronounced

and declared policy. The I'Mnance Min-

ister. In ISit", told the people of this coun-

surplus. Canada, to some extent. Is the try that eternal vigilance was the price of

dumping groui.d of that surplus at the pre-
! protection. The Minister of Trade and

sent time. It is argued raveiy by some peo-
|

Commerce (lit. Hon. Sir Richard Cartwrlght)

pie in this country thai it Is a good thing for said that the ship's head was now

tlie people of Canada that Canada si ould be turned towards the sea of free trade, and he

the slaughter market for the manufactures I was glad of It. The Prime Minister folded

and agricultural products of the United his arms In dramatic fashion since the corn-

States. The argument seems to be this : It
' mencement of this very session, and he told

Is said that if these goods are sold in Canada the people that he was glad that, having

at less than tl,-^ cost of production we get coninienccd his political life as a prote<tlon-

them cheap and therefore, upon the old 1st. he had now become a pronounced free

free trade argument of years ago. it must trader. It is true that the Miiiipter of Ma-

be a good thing for the Canadian people to rlne told the people of >!• isomicuve two

buy these goods In the cheapest market, months ago that the Trime Minister was a

What if the advent of these goods Into the protectionist, but still two months have In-

Canadian market closes up Canadian fac- tervened and the right lion, gentleni.in may

tories ? What '' ^anadian farmers leave have changed his opinions since. Cnliliiet

their farms ar (io to the United States and uilnlsters and their followers have given < on-

find the employment which they cannot find tllctliig views from time to time on the iiucs-

at home ? I believe that for another reason . tloii. Last session the Minister of Kinaiue

a policy of free trade such as was advo-
j
made an announcement which was regarded

eated years ago can never be an acceptable
|
i,y some of his followers as a declaration

policy in Canada. Free traders in Great
j

that the tariff would be raised this sessi .n,

Britain, possibly men who might lie do-
i xiie lion, gentleman from Alberta (Mr. Oll-

serlbed as doctrinaires so far as this country
J
ver) distinctly stati-il in this House tliat that

Is coneernod because they do not realize the
j
was his construction of the remarUs of the

conditions which prevail here, regret that Finance .Minister, and he was nut (orrected

Canada n.is not followed the example of the i i)y any ni'-nilur of tl;;' novenimeiit at that

•mother country and adopted free trade. It I Uiae. The .Minister of TruJe and Commerce


