
* THE NEW SOUTH

day by day, hoping for strength to endure. When
property was being confiscated under the forms of
law, only to be squandered by irresponsible legisla-

tors, there was little incentive to remake the indus-

trial system, and the ventures of the R. construction

government into industrial aflPairs were not en-

couraging. Farm property in the South — and lit-

tle was left except farm property after the War -
depreciated in value enormously in the decade fol-

lowing 1860. Grimly, sullenly, the white man of

the South fought again to secure domination, this

time, however, of his own section only and not of

the ration. When this had been achieved, a large

portion of the population was overcome bv that
deadly apathy so often remarked by travc ^ who
ventured to visit the land as they would have
visited Africa. The white South wished only to
be let alone.

During this apathetic period there was some talk

of the natural resources of the South; but there was
little attempt on the part of Southerners to utilize

these resources. There was talk of interesting for-

eign capital, but little effective work was done to

secure such capital. Many men feared the new
problems which such development might bring
m its train, while others, more numerous, were


