
tile PortUBuesv. llie Dutcli. tlio Froncli,
ll.u Brillbli, :il| louncleil coloniis across
iiiu waters ut Uio Atlantic. of all
imiihuK the ISrilisli alune survives,
auU the si.rvlval is due to the seeollil
event lit «]iieh 1 shall now make
mention. Suliicient lor the moment to
rimemlier tiiiit historieally Canada ivlll
leniain tlie lir.st outiiost ol emijire as
c'.oniiirised ti..(la.v. 111,! t.iiiiiilation ol" the
Ki'eat .-tnieturi- uhiiji has I'urno into
ht'in« uiih siicee. cliiiK years.

A Legislature.

"Th.. other I vent consisted of the
.italhel in;,' i-t a t'eu- persons re|iresent-
ing the new .s.tlhr.s of Xova Scotia. 11

oecurrcil on the 1:11. 1 of (ictolu-r, IV.'.S.

U was the initial meeting of iiersons
elected to form a l.-Kislatiire. Kit. 111

liiat day to this, a piTiod oi ,,vcr on.-
himdrc,!

I inty yiiir.s that legisla-
ture lias sat coiitimioiish- \far b\'
year, u is lla: oldest hKlshitiire ex-
i-illnjf in tile self-i.'.>voriiiiii; lloniin-
lon.s today of thi. oldest of Ihirtv-
threo now <.\istili^' in the llrltlsh I)o-
minioic.. In the calling t"i,-ether of
that a.ss( uihly We have the constitu-
tional hirth of the eniidre. It marks
the liiKiiiiiinK of the iiolicv of seir-
Kovrrmuent, «hi,-li \u,k been coiitlnu-
oii.sly develo; .-d. and which is the verv
life and streiiL;lh of the empire us 1:

e.Nists tnduy. (ith.-r enijiires have
passed uv\n,\': they were liased en ah-
solutism, oil eeiilruli',,,d control. The
survival of tlie Itritlsh Kmpiro is due
In its polilical organization heiiiL: cu-
lircly different to the Rrantlny: of reji-
nsentative instilution.s to each tiart.
instead of nn attempt to lonlrnl from
an all powerful centre. That was in
17.''iS. that carries ii.s hack to a time In
hi.storv which prc'cded the exi.st,>nee of
the I'nited States h.v eighteen \enrs.
10 a period when the prn\-inces of Que-
bec and Ontario were subject to the
military rule of the Mm of France,
to a time whrn no l-^nplishman had
yet seen any ftnrlion of .\iistralia and
N'ew Zealand, when no Tlritish pos-
sesslon.s existed in South .\frlcn. and
a celitnrv before Ftritish f'ohimbia be-
cnme a Hritish colony.

Beginning of Empire,
"Ilistoricallj-, then, (.'aiiuda marks

tile begiiimnij of the British Kinpire,
its beyinnintj from the point of view
of terriloriiil exijanse, its beginning
from the point of view of constitution-
al growtn. But Canada has meant
luoie liian this to tlie IJritish (lovern-
melu. iiepreselllative government
would not aloUc have sullieed had it

not been follow td hy responsible gov-
I riimtnt, and, sir, it x^as in Canada
tliai at I he cost of human life, that at
tlie saerillee to many of lionie and for-
liilie, was witlus.sed tile last death
graidile between tlii> olil order of things
uhir.li fear, d lo trust, and the new-
older winch knew no fear. It is not
ne.issaiy to iccull tile dark days of
l,^;;.-:;^, to be niuinded of liislll rection'
lo revive iuia:ori'-- that awaken pain
CM 11 at this Ji,.m. It is suliicient if

We reciigni/.c in that .striif^glc, begun
:n the Je.ir that the young Queeti
Victoria ascended the throne, not a
desire to limit tile dominions of that
tlirolie, hut a desire to see it ostab-
l.shet! ill ri.t;iit( ou.siiess, with wise and
able counsellors around it. The re-
bellion of ls:;7 hiis long siiu-e ijiissed
into hi.Htory. V.'e at this day, proud of
eiir eltizenshii, in th' llritisli Ihnplre.
can recognize in the conlliet that took
plaet! then, the settli niellt fore\er of
the principles of self-government
within the component inirts of the.
Mritish I'hiipire. which we know to be
ut the foundation of the verv I'ssence
of the liberties which as eUl7.ins of
Ihe Itrilish empire we eli.joy today.
That striiKKle bus siven us liberties,
not to Canada al , but to Australia
und Xew Zciland, and last of all to
South Africa. TlH- failure to recognize
a like requirement of liberty lost the
I'niled States to ihe Rrllish crown.

Experiment of Government.
'Hut not only was Canada the first

of the outl.viiii; Doniinions to have rep-
ri seiitathe go\ernineiit, and the llrat
to lia\e responsible government: she
was the Ilrst to try and to succeed in
that experiment of government which
has given its present political consti-
tution to the other component parts of


