Book review

Pearson in the postwar decads
helping keep the cold war colcth

By George Ignatieff

Goethe said: “The best thing we get out
of history is.the enthusiasm it rouses.”
Mike, Volume II, is the kind of history
that rouses enthusiasm in layman and
scholar alike. For here we find history that
tells us how it came about that Canada
played such an active and constructive
part in preventing catastrophe during the
critical decade when the nations, having
caught a glimpse of “One World” through
the creation of the United Nations, had to
live through the bitter disillusionment of
having to adjust to a world divided by the
Cold War. It is a success story — a Cana-
dian success story.

This volume, in fact, covers only that
part of L. B. Pearson’s story in which his
success was most conspicuous: the period
from that day in September 1948 when he
became Secretary of State for External
Affairs until December 1957, when he
was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. This

event, which, in a sense, set the mark of .

international recognition for the achieve-
ments of Mr. Pearson, arouses not only
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