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Doyouownacomputer! If yes, then
how about a modem ! Modems are one
of those things that first-time compu
ter-buyers either buy and never use or
never even purchase. If you're not us-
ing your modem you may well be miss-
ing outon one of the funniest and most
[‘FM]HL|I\‘utl\IH[‘LllL‘l't'.‘i}‘vrl\‘!}&'t'\\‘\'t‘T"

What experience is this youask ? [t's
not the internet (see our C Xctober 21
issuc) — that’s interesting but also a
[t[Tll' ll)l)kll[“l‘lL‘XTl!}‘l‘il]h?:il'll!-llll.l\;tl
what I'm talking about is BBSs.

A BBS is an electronic bulletin
board system (hence the acronym).
Thatstill sounds a

f them. Secondly, all levelsof usersare

there, beginners, intermediate and ad-

vanced, so you can get help at a level
you can understand. The other service
most BBSs offer is file transfers. Most
systems keep from 20 to thousands of
megabytes of software on-line (that's
about 200,000 typed pages). You can
get new utilities,

programs, pictures

and information. All free for the get-
ting

The metroareais lucky to host over
100 of these BBSs. Most are free, offer
a tremendous range of services and
support either IBM or Macintosh. Peo-
I‘]t' with &'t\it'r()r more exotic comput-
ers like an Atari or Amiga needn't

little vague , burin
practice a BBS is
an electronic fo-
rum where youcan
talk to other peo-
ple, get useful pro-
grams and help
from other users

All levels of users
are there so you can
get help that you
can understand.

worry — there are
even BBSs for you
OO,

To connect up
to a BBS, you'll
need a modem of
Maodems
range in price from
$50.00 up to sev-
eral thousand dol-

course.

about your com-
puter.

One of the best features of a BBS is
that it is menu-driven, easy to use and
the people you meet there are people
from your community. When it comes
to getting help with a computer prob-
lem | can think of no better place then
a BBS. If you ask a computer salesper-
son a technical question, the answer
you get will probably be vague atbest or
jaded by their desire to sell you some-
thing. A technical support company
may be good, but theyare usually aimed
at business hence the cost is prohibi-
tive and help for a beginner isn’t of-
fered. A BBS has none of these disad-
vantages, plus it has a number of ad-
vantages.

First off, BBSs are usually free, the
people who run them do so as a hobby,
and hence charge nothing for the use

lars, and used ones
can be had foras lowas $10.00 if you're
lucky. Until you decide if you like the
BBS community I wouldn’t recom-
mend getting any better modem than
the cheapest one you can. If you come
to enjoy BBSs (and I suspect most
will), you may want to upgrade to a
betterone (bettermeansfasterretrieval
of information).

Once you have a modem and have
it connected, you will need a piece of
software to run it. If yours didn’t come
with some (most new modems do), you
cangoto the helpdesk in the basement
of the Killam Library. They have cop-
ies of a free piece of software called
Kermit that will do the job. When the
modem and the software are installed
you will then need a phone line to use
(a modem sends and receives its infor-
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mationover phone lines) — your regu-
lar phone line should do nicely.
After all the setting up is done, the
only thing left for you to do is call a
BBS. To do so you will need to tell the
software package a couple of things.
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The new electromc communi

andcertainsettings the BBS uses. These

tingsare pretty cryptic, sounless you
||.n\v an interest in the mundane [
suggest you simply enter the settings in
and forget trying tounderstand them (1
do). Sohere's the numbers and settings

for a couple of the bigger local BBSs.

ity

Settings
be! ]'H\. No
parity, | stop bit

Good luck!

Name Number
ATAB 435-0751
ADSUM 434-312 8 bits, No

parity, 1 stop bit
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Lunar show to air Sunday

by F Bhathena

This Sunday, Nova Scotians will
have the opportunity to view their first
lunar eclipse of 1993. Beginning at
11:27 pm the entire display will last for
close to 6 hours, ending at 5:25 am,
November 29.

A lunar eclipse occurs when the
Earth is between the sun and the moon
and its long conical shadow iscaston to
the moon. The shadow is composed of
two parts, the umbra and the penum-
bra. The umbra is the shadow that
extends from the Earth into space. Sur-
rounding the umbra is the penumbra
that is the partially lit area around the
umbra. The approximate length of the
umbra is 1.3 million kilometres. Since
the moon is only 9,200 kilometres in
diameter, it can be shadowed in the
umbra for up to 2 hours.
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Lunar eclipses, unlike solar eclipses,
are visible from the entire side of the
earth that is facing the moon. On No-
vember 28, the moon will rise at 4:18
pm and will enter the penumbra at
about 11:27 pm. The total eclipse will
happen at 2:02 am on the morning of
November 29.

What should one expect to see?
High in the night sky on the 29th,
assuming it is not overcast, the surface
of the moon will become visibly darker.
As the moon enters the umbra it will
progressively illuminate a reddish hue.
The redness is caused by the refraction
of light as it passes through the atmos-
phere. This is similar to the effect that
causes sunsets to glow red in colour
because the atmosphere filtersout lower
wavelengths of light.

If the Earth is covered with a heavy
layerof clouds, refraction will not occur

as it causes the moon to be invisible
during totality. The moon during toral-
ity will lie in the centre of the umbra, at
about 2:02 am.

So if you happen to be up after
midnight on Sunday, glance up and
view a natural astronomical phenom-
enon. Historically, the circular shadow
that slowly advanced across the lunar
landscape justified the shape of the
Earth. For a good viewing location,
head out to an area of relatively total
darkness, preferably somewhere out-
side the city. If you miss this eclipse you
will have to wait until April 3-4, 1996
before you can view another total lunar
eclipse. There are two more eclipses
next year: a partial, where only part of
the moon passes through the umbra, on
May 24-25, and a penumbral on No-
vember 17-18, where the moon only
passes through the penumbra.
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INVITATION

As part of its routine planning process, the Faculty
of Arts and Social Sciences conducts periodoc
reviews of all academic units. In 1993-94, Review
Committees are examining the Programmes
Canadian Studies, International Development
Studies, Women's Studies and the Foundartion Year
Pro;,mmmc Students (undergraduate, current or
former, majoring in these fields or studying them as
electives) who would like to comment on the
curriculum or future development of these
programmes, their programmes’ activities, are
cordially invited to meet with or to write to the
appropriate Review Committee. All
communications will be treated as strictly
confidential. To set up an appointment, for an
individual or group, please contact the chairperson
of the Review Committee or the Associate Dean of
the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences by
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Karen Smith ( Killam Library, 494 - 3615): Chair,
Review Committee, Canadian Studies Programme.
Dr. Hubert Morgan ( Department of English, 494 -
6921): Chair, Review Committee, International
Development Studies Programme.

Dr. Patricia Calkin ( Department of Classics, 494 -
2279): Chair, Review Committee, Women's Studies

Dr. Ruth Bleasdale ( Department of History, 494 -
3355): Chair, Review Committee, Foundation Year
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