Campus cyclists
not catered to

By MARGO GEE

EACH SEPTEMBER,
university community embraces
its yearly rituals, signalling the
return of masses to South End
Halifax. There are enormous
line-ups for everything from reg-
istration to cafeteria food. A mul-
titude of frosh wander lost and
forlorn. And, of course, the book-
store experiences record-level
sales.

Those benefits of summer —
quick service, functioning pho-
tocopiers, and every book I've
ever desired to read available in
the library — quickly fall by the
wayside when faced with the
demands of five times as many
students.

I can accept these inconvenien-
ces. I will tolerate disruptions in
routine after four relatively
deserted months at Dal. There is,
however, one thing that I cannot
accept, and I know I speak for
many (especially fellow grad stu-
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dents stranded here over the
Summer).

That is, the lack of available
parking.

Although this is a concern for
all vehicles, whether of the two,
three, or four-wheel variety, I am
most indignant about the current
lack of bicycle parking. No
longer can I be assured of a conve-
nient, safe, and sheltered spot for
my favorite mode of trans-
portation.

It seems that bicycles have
become even more popular this
year, if the number cluttered
around any given building on a
sunny day is an indication. While
providing such benefits as exer-
cise and cheap and pollution-free
transportation for many, it only
exacerbates the problem of too
few, too rusty and too unsheltered
bicycle racks on campus.

It seems administrators have
been slow to recognize or deal
with this problem. Perhaps they
assume that a bike may be secured

to any unsuspecting tree or rail-
ing. This may be true for the
minority who favour chain or
wire locks, After having been sub-
jected to no less than three bicycle
thefts, I prefer to stick the the sup-
posedly ' burglar-proof crytonite
model. Its nine-inch U-shape
frame limits parking possibilities
considerably.

In addition, for any of us who
ride mountain bikes or like to dis-
mantle their racer before locking,
nothing less than a skinny metal
pole will do. Physical plant take
note!

This lack of parking leads to
problems for both bicycle and
rider alike. How can one expect to
be on time for anything when you
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have to juggle your bike in a sea
of handlebars, crossbars, and
derailers to find a suitable posi-
tion — only to find yourself per-
forming acrobatics to secure it
with that trusty, inflexible, 9"
lock. Upon your return, you con-
sider yourself lucky if someone
else’s pedals haven’t been wedged
in your spokes — permanently.
It would be unfair if the small
steps taken over the years to
improve this parking situation
were not recognized. First, a
thank you to the Killam Library
for moving their racks to a more
sheltered position. Now, if they
could just replace that decrepit
wooden thing with a safer metal
model. Also, the parking metres

in the lot across from the SUB are
a welcome addition for cyclists, if
not motorists.

Among cmapus buildings, the
Tupper Medical School receives
full marks for its sheltered, conve-
nient and reasonably adequate
bicycle racks. Worst parking
award 1is extended to the Stairs
House, housing most of the
faculty and adminsitration for
the Physical Education and
Recreation divisions. There is
one measley pole in the front
yard. Tsk, tsk. For a School that
encourages physical activity and
fitness, a better performance is
expected. Let's hope for some
campus-wide improvement in
the near future.
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- September 12

September 14

THE GRAD HOUSE ® 6154 UNIVERSITY

9p.m. -1am.
Louis & Jarvis Benoit
9 p.m. -1am.
5 Theo & The Classifieds
— Coming September 19: The Heartbeats

Every Night is Movie Night!

Members and Guests Only

Presents:

Touring
Company

[ BR=—.

Friday, September 20th

Saturday, September 21st

Two Shows Nightly

7:00 and 10:30 P.M.

Admission $8.00

Students $6.00

“The Second City Comedy Cabaret is an irreverent hoot

from beginning to end.”

4. Lord Nelson Hotel

The LBR

is really cooking
Now.

Great food and drink priced for student budgets
with everything under $3.95!

Until October 31, 1985 our entire menu is priced
2 for 1. So bring a friend!

Presentation of valid university [.D. card required.
Menu special not valid September 20 & 21, 1985.

Hours: Monday - Wednesday
10:00 AM - 11:30 PM

Thursday - Saturday
10:00 AM - 1:00 AM

423-6331
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