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From an athlete's perspective
EcTThe Agony and the Ecstasy

by Ed Winchester CLEANERS AND LAUNDROMATAviron magazine or hometown rags. 
It’s an exercise in ambiguity. Row- One answer may be hidden somewhere
ing—fluid and furious, idyllic and between the starter’s call and the blast 
ugly-it’s sport that creeps into an of the finish gun. 
athlete’s life, consuming it forever. While team sports occupy most coi
n’s receipe for success is simple-sur- umn inches in the sports sections of 

vive. To athletes, its appeal defies ex- dailies across the country, rowing-of- 
planation. Why do you row? What’s ten a team sport-is ignored. That’s be- 
with those early mornings? Frequently cause for each crew member, the race
asked questions with answers as elu- experience means something com- 
sive as Henley gold.At its best, it’s de- pletely different. It’s an incredibly in-
manding, triumphant, religious. At its tense seven minutes-with the raw 
woist, heart-breaking, painfiil, crushing, pleasure of a hang nail or an ache of a 
Hollywood couldn’t chum out a more fresh canker sore, 

winning formula. So why hasn’t row- There’s no opportunity to flirt with 
ing emerged a greater player in the fame No game-winning homerun or 
media game? Sure, Silken Lauman and overtime goal. And so the media and 
Mamie McBean, both Olympic dar- public’s fascination with heroes finds 
lings, have attracted their share of en- little nourishment with rowing. But then 
dorsements. But for the rest of Cana- again, that makes perfect sense. Peo- 
da’s national team, their victories on the pie can’t identify with the masochism 
international scene-particularly Derek of rowing. They just don’t get it. The 
Porter’s win in the men’s singles at the television cameras completely miss the 
1993 World Championships-failed to point: six crews travelling at a brisk clip, 
rise from the pages of Rowing Canada oarsmen and women happily tugging

in harmony. Mildly pleasing for a few 
seconds “My, those boats are long.” 
“Yup. That’s for sure.” Cut to inside 
the boat. There’s the baritone thump 
of the catch and release; the cacophony 
of shrieking coxswains. And then 
there’s the pain-individual and collec
tive. No columnist, no camera-man, 
no commentator could ever do it jus
tice. So why bother. In the end, ex
cept for the mandatory Olympic cov
erage every few years, Canadian oars
men and women battle it out day after 
day for nothing more than inner peace, 
the feeling of accomplishment-or 
some load of spiritual rhetoric. After 
all, there’s nothing else. People look
ing for their 15 minutes of fame should 
go elsewhere. In a secular society, row
ing is the purest form of salvation. So 
when it comes down to the last 500m, 
tear at the hangnail until it bleeds. 
Swallow hard. Chase those boats. 
Chase the clock, together and alone- 
across the finish line, into obscurity.
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Maytag Washers
351b and 501b oversize washers for your big work loads 

And 30 lb oversize dryers 
Our facility Has:

Color TV
Reading and study area 

Air-conditioning 
Ample parking

70c <ztd& <ut—^Uc cOufcletuUny
We are just minutes from campus
Dundonald St. at Beaverbrook Ct.

Next to Greco
Drop by and see our most modern 

laundromat facility today
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éx. 458-5535
Open 7 days a week

Graduate piogrammes 
offered at Concordia:
Accountancy 
Administration 
Adult Education 
Advanced Music 

Performance 
Applied Linguistics 
Applied Social Science 
Aerospace 
Art Education 
Art History 
Art Therapy 
Biology
Building Studies 
Bus. Administration 

(Airline & Aviation) 
(Executive MBA) 

Chemistry 
Child Study 
Civil Engineering 
Communication 
Computer Science 
Economics 
Ecotoxicology 
Educational Studies 
Educ. Technology 
Elect. & Computer Eng. 
English 
History 
Humanities 
Instit. Admin.
Instruct. Tech.
Journalism 
Judaic Studies 
Mathematics 
Stats & Actuality 
Mech. Eng.
Philosophy 
Physics 
Psychology 
Public Policy &

Public Admin.
Religion 
Sociology 
Sports Admin.
Studio Arts 
Teaching of Math.
Theology. Rel. &

Phil. Studies 
Traduction
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The bottom line is that 
Concordia graduate students are tops 
in a bottom line profession.

Aspiring accountants must first pass the rigorous four-day Uniform Final Examination (U.FE.), sponsored by the Canadian Institute of 
Chartered Accountants. Concordias success in these examinations has been nothing short of phenomenal, its students having 

convincingly topped the national pass rate six times between 1988 and 1994. In 1994 for example, Concordias pass rate was 80%; 

the Canadian average was 53%, Quebec’s 39%.

This success rate, according to Gail Fayerman, director of the Diploma in Accountancy programme, is the result of 

“small classes which enable students to get a lot of personal attention from professors who are among the best in their field. 

Also, our courses evolve quickly to keep up with current developments.” That sentiment is echoed by student Ian Carew, 

recipient of Quebec’s third highest grade in last year's U.FE.. He credits his success to a “comprehensive curriculum, 

and professors whose practical work experience prepares us for the real world”.

And there are other valid reasons Concordia is the right university for so many people: more than

160 undergraduate and graduate programmes with strong reputations in business studies, communications, 

psychology, fine arts and engineering, a college system offering a personalized approach to education, 

a friendly atmosphere with professors who are known for their accessibility, a remarkable choice of 

programmes on a full- and part-time basis and two campuses with a student body truly 

representative of Montreal’s diverse population.

When you consider that Concordia is also known for being in touch with the real world, 

you can be assured that what you learn here will go farther out there.
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I oi information. pieuse call 
(51-1) 8H8-.380Q or u rite to: 
School oj Graduate Studies 
Concordia University 
H55 de Maisonneuve Blvd. 
West, Montréal (Quebec) 
H3G IMS

Some programmes, are already 
closed for registration.
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UNIVERSITYi 1455 de Maisonneuve Blvd. W. 
Montréal (Quebec) H3G 1M8
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