
THE FORTY-NINER

THINGS AS THEY ARE
BY THE CHAPLAIN 0F THE REGIMENT.

A short tlme ago I Ivas asked to writeC'hristmias Story for ou Battalion NIagI,ziue, TAIE FORTY-NINER. It occurred to iuthat perliaps the most appropriate nhateriafor our perusal at Jreseîîî is the story oThiugs As They Are.
The wlîole wo rld paused in geillie appre

Ilision when the Declaration of War wanade. Perhaps the flrst flîiiugý that dawne(
upon us was the steaithy, subtle, ' ydeî-natiqIlueUnS by which the eneiny bias iucee itpreparing hinîielf for ti ujiparallele(
world-struggle, and the iet sýiiking seu,sation resulting front a growing reaIisatioiiof our own unpreparedîîes. Thîs, iii turti,was followed by a keen and in, reasing sensowof indignation' and scorru for thle 1peoplewho, iinder tlie cloak of frsendship) couldbe rapable of such ut ter falsity. f havestood ou1 the spot ini St. George's ('hapel,Windsor, where the Kaiser stood at theftYnerai of King Edward VII., and professerlunbouuded loyalty and friendship forEngland. Everyoîîe knows niow tlie ïnsin-cerîty of hîs words, and that, behind theinask of friendship, aud assjstedi by the cor-dial attitude of the British Leaders, he andihis General Staff were secretly and swiftb1'

I)re1paring night and day to spring at thýeuîatîon's throat.
Then, with griîn determinat ion wé setticil

ourselves to the task before us-the taskof meeting on a fair field and by fuirnuethods a foe the most unscrupulous, thbemost diabolical knowu to hïstory. Reine,the Germati poet, said sonie years ago that
the day would corne when, iii his ownnation, the cruel qualities of 0din and Thorwouid recur. the restraints of Christianity
would bie cast aside; churclies would be bat-
tered down,' and kultur give place to car-nage. That day camne sooner, perlîaps, than
hie antîcipated. JJy education and active
leadership the new Gospel of Foroe waseuunciated, The Bisrnarckian policy ofblood and iron was swiftly and universally

adopted. Our task of contending with such
a nation, a nation that openly flung ailmoral considerations and obligations to thbe
winds. was onle too great and too terrible to

a be realised even by those engaged in if -prosecution 'the resuit, after twenty-seven
e îîîonths, is a world in înourning. Not onîx'A have mîillions of the very fiower of manhoodf froni ail the cotending nations been de-*troyed, with ail the anguish of heart andilborne whieh that siaugliter entails, but iniS the neutrel nations there are also interesUh1andi ties relatet iii the isuost intiînatm way

with thiese events.
The utiis is oveî', the inenace to ail that1 Christian civilisation holdas l)ecious has beenmnet aud avert-ed. The miodern Attila,' inbis attemp1 t tu sweep away the liberties otthe rare so hardly won in the long day of itsýtîlpward struggle, has beeni effectuallyst opped. h only remains tb conîplete, the.

Io rentier impossible the recurrence orsoIChi an wiparalleled outrage on humanity.
This briiîgs us face lu face with things astlmey are, present conditions, duties, andprospects. P>eop)le are constantly asking~-When will the war be over ? " 'The ques't ion is usually put with the eager anticipa-lion of the day when thi4 flow of blood shallbie stauclied and the carnage of thiesebrutal battlefieltis bie stoppeti. Myriatis of'mixions parents throughoiit the nations con-cerneti are saying the sanie thing, " Whycanniot this wholesale slaugltter of the bestblood of the worlti be terrninated ? " Oursorely-tried opponients are urging the neu-trai nations to content thenise]ves no longerwith the rôle of awed onflookers. Now, thetirne for these kindly souls to have stoppedaIl tbis bloodshed and disaster was before ilbegan. They were iînpelled to begin tîsînost terrible of aIl human wars, andi we are

conipelleti to finish il. Whether on our partwe are " only starting to fight," or whetherý-we are in the t.hird stage of the war," touse the words of Sir Win. Robertson, bonmînd matters littie. We have our work ( udo, and it is a task which should be mea-sureti not by tinte, but by thoroughness. we,owe it not only to ourselves anti our Allies,but ho the world, to finish our task. Weshall fail in loyalty to our precieus dead'if we sheathe the, sword before this arch-
enemy of the liberties and sanctities of the,


